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Ho Jamalo

Daily Dawn, September 23, 2018

THIS is apropos the article above (Sept 13) and
subsequent letters (Sept 16). The write-up and the two letters were
very impressive and intellectually stimulating. The writers’
knowledge about Sindhi folklore is admirable.

I did my Ph D on Sindhi folk songs from Karachi
University in 2006 and have written books in Sindhi and Urdu on
folklore and culture. Ho Jamalo was also included in my research.

According to my findings, the version of Ho Jamalo’s
character Jamal/ Jamalo as a prisoner train driver in the British era
is not authentic and correct. In fact this version is a recent creation
of the social media.

Two notable research scholars of Sindhi folklore in
Pakistan, Dr Nabi Bukhsh Baloch and Dr Abdul Karim Sandilo,
make no mention of Jamalo in this respect. Both luminaries lived
in Sindh during the British raj. The British are famous for keeping
a record of everything. To the best of my knowledge, there is no
record of a prisoner train driver named Jamalo.

There are many different versions regarding the origins of
Ho Jamalo. The conclusion of all these versions is that he was a
brave man who succeeded in a competition and rescued his cattle
from thieves. When he returned triumphant to his home, his wife
and the villagers sang a song in his praise.

It should also be noted that Jamalo’s surname is not clear.
There are also different versions regarding his native village and
hometown in folklore.

Ho Jamalo eventually spread all over the subcontinent. Its
beat is in tune with a kind of Sindhi dance. This song is sung in
chorus where the main singer sings the lyrics and others reply with
Ho Jamalo. Traditionally, every Sindhi musical event ends with
Ho Jamalo — an anthem of the Sindhi diaspora.

For more details, one can read my recent Urdu book
“Sindhi Saqafat ka naya daur”

Dr Kamal Jamro, Karachi
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My research and academic
performance in 2018

1) Worked few months asa Dean Facalty of Languages,Federal
Urdu university.

2) Published 2 research oriented books in Sindhi and Urdu.

3) Published 2 research papers in HEC recognized journal

4) Taken classes of M.A and Ph. D regularly.

5) 05 Ph. D and 01 M. Phil students submitted their thesis under
my supervision.

6) Taken charge as Head of Sindhi department,FUUAST in
September 2018.

7) Conducted written test and Interviews of 35 M. Phil Students
along with departmental committee.

8) Supervised semester examination of B.S, M.A and Ph. D

9) Organized 2 seminars on Shah Latif and Sindhi Culture day

10) Arranged 2 academic seminars of M. Phil / Ph. D students.

11) Edited one issue of research journal Karoonjhar (December,
2018)

12) Attended & delivered speech/paper in 10 seminars
/conferences

13) Written 10 small articles in different newspapers and
magazines.

14) Attended various official meetings

15) Participated in more than 50 tv programs as a guest and host.

16) Received 4 awards.

(31-12-2018)
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The Director
Aga Khan University Education Board

Subject: Demand to start Sindhi subject
on Intermediate level

Dear Sir/Madam,

I highly appreciate the services of Aga Khan Board towards
quality education.

Two of my children (Surhan and Mehran) have given their

Matriculation exams from the Aga Khan Board. The only reason |
admitted my children in the Matric system and not the Cambridge
system (O/A Level) was because | wanted them to study Sindhi
Subjecat. However they were not taught Sindhi as a subject
because their schools (The Mama Parsi Girls’ School and BVS
Parsi School Karachi) did not cooperate.
After Matriculation, | admitted my daughter in Habib Girls
College but withdrew her within 2 months when | discovered that
the Aga Khan board doesn't offer Sindhi subject at Intermediate
level. | also wanted my children to study Sindhi Subject at
Intermediate level, but since the board doesn’t offer the subject, I
had to move both of my children to government boards.

I therefore request the Board to introduce Sindhi as a subject
at Intermediate level also because like me, almost all of the
Sindhi-speaking population of Karachi, Hyderabad and other cities
would like that their children are taught Sindhi as a compulsory
subject.

I think it's the responsibility of the Aga Khan Board, as an
advocate for good and fair education, to also include Sindhi as a
subject at Intermediate level to help students create and enhance
feelings of culture and language ownership and make them aware
of the responsibilities they have, as ones with the privilege of
education, towards their culture and their people. This will also
help bring students, who are the future of this nation, closer to the
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people and the country they're living in because at the end of the
day a person is nothing if they're not true and close to their culture
and language and have a good knowledge of it too.

It is well-known that Sindhi is the official language of the
province of Sindh because of its historical background and
richness, so all institutions of Sindh should realise their
responsibility to promote the language, literature and culture.

I hope you will consider our demand.

Dr. Kamal Jamro
(02-01-2018)

Email: dr.kamaljamro@gmail.com
Cell no. 03012399345
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