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A CRITICAL COMMENT ON THE BOOK 

I was deeply inspired by Dr. Mahboob's recent 
publication "Turkey me'n Chaar Musafir" in which he 
has expressed his valuable thoughts about Turkey, a 
country which is unique in its history, culture and 
civilization Dr. Saheb is an excellent writer and I know 
him since so many years, when I was posted as Consul 
General in Jeddah and he was the Head of Pakistan 
Embassy School over there in late 80s. He is remarkably 
a moody man, but he also knows the, art of injecting 
romance in his words which at times hypnotizes the mind 
of the readers. He did tell me when he was taking his 
official trip to Turkey and I was dead sure that he would 
certainly come up with some new thoughts of his tour to 
that great country. However, also I had been a frequent 
visitor to that area and I thought I must contribute 
something towards his new edition of this book and share 
my humble experience as a professional diplomat. 

I had been in Pakistan diplomatic service for 
more than 35 years till I retired as Pakistan Ambassador 
to Algeria in 2008. While I was posted there, I used to 
visit Istanbul quite often, particularly dming my holiday 
trips to Karachi. Istanbul is a city with special touch and 
a place where one could witness a mind blowing culture 
and romance of various civilizations of the world. The 
Ottoman patching memories, beautiful mosques 
depicting the Ottoman-Islamic architecture, historic 
museums, grand bazaars, nice restaurants and last but not 
the least, the beautiful people and dazzling nite life that 
take every visitor into a crazy world. Moreover, the 
transparent blue Mediterranean Sea with white glittering 
sand and Bosphorus Bridge carries everybody in a 
Turkish vicious circl� of deep romance from where one 
can hardly come out for the remaining period of his life. 
Although, I have traveled so much in my life and have 
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served m Japan, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 

Germany, Sudan and Algeria on my postings at the 

Embassies and have unforgettable memories of those 
places, but still the sweet hangover of my visits to 
Turkey, specially the city of Istanbul, will always remain 

with me. Moreover, the splendid hospitality of Turkish 

people and warmth in their feelings, and love specially 

for Pakistan, is everlasting and adorable. 

Being a birthplace of various civilizations, 

Turkey owns a magnificent cultural heritage. By virtue 

of its important geographical position, Turkey lies at the 

axis of cultures of the East, the West the Mediterraian 

and th� Islamic. Anatolia is one of the world's oldest 

human habitats and it enjoys a unique cultural richness 

with its thousands of yeas of history. With its rich 

cultural heritage and potential, Turkey will always play 

its role in existing journey that humanity will embark 
upon in the new millennium. 

One the diplomatic front, Turkey has always 
played an active and important role at all the regional 
and international levels. It is a country with so much of 
the stake in world politics, and with its unique position 
on the world map, Turkey is married to both Asia and 
Europe. Despite the fact that it has 95% of the Muslim 
population, it has a secular constitution with no official 
state religion. Today, Turkey is reaping the harvest 
sowed by its great leader kamal Attaturk who made this 

great country one of the most advanced and modern State 

of the world. However, Turkey also has. enormous 
challenges to face including the unresolved issue of 

Cyprus and its entry into the European Union. 

Cyprus is crucial issue between Turkey and 
Greece. It is situated at the north-eastern end of the East­
Mediterranean basin, 75kms south of Turkey, 105kms 

west of Syria and 380kms north of Egypt. Its population 
is less than a million of whom 85% belong to the Greek 
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Cypriot community, 12% to the Turkish community and 
remammg are foreigners. The Turkish Cypriot 
community is mostly descended from the soldiers of the 
Ottoman a1my which conquered the island in 1571 and 
the immigrants from Asia brought in by the Sultan's 
government shortly thereafter. 

· 

Cyprus has a long history. It was a former British 
colony which gained independence from the UK in 1960. 

The conflict between the Greek Cypriot majority in the 

South, and Turkish Cypriot minority in the North, came 
to a head in 1993 when fighting broke between the two 

parties. UN peace keepers were deployed in 1964 and 
there is still a visible presence today, in the form of a 

buffer zone policed by the UN. In 1974, the Turkish 
government intervened and brought peace in the area. In 
1983, the North area of the island declared independence 
as the "Turkish Republic of North Cyprus". In May, 
2004 South Cyprus joined the European Union and 
relations improved slightly between the North and South. 
There are numerous UN resolutions on the dispute and 
today there are around 3500 Turkish troops stationed in 
the northern part of Cyprus, who according to Turkey 
protect the Turkish Cypriots in the area. 

I have dealt upon this problem in details because 
this is a core issue between Turkey and Greece and till 
today both blame each other of invasions and violation of 
human rights. However, it appears that this issue will 
remain unresolved for quite sometime to come. 

Another important problem for Turkey is its entry 
into the European Union. The country first applied for 
associate membership in the European Economic 
Community in 1959 and in September, 1963 signed an 
agreement creating an Association between Turkey and 
the EEC also known a'.:. "Ankara Agreement". It came 

into effect in December 1964. In November, 1970 an 
"Additional Protocol" was signed establishing a 
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timetable for abolishing the tariffs and quotes on goods 
traded between Turkey and the EEC. ln April 1987, 

Turkey formally applied for membership in the European 
Community. The European Commission in 1989 

confirmed Ankara's eventual membership, but by 

defen"ing the matter to more favorable times, citing 

Turkey's unsatisfactory economic and political situation, 

as well as its poor relations with Greece on the Cyprus 
issue, creating an unfavorable environment with which to 
begin negotiations. Although Turkey has been trying its 

best to fulfill the EU demands, but it appears that Turkey 

will remain in the state of limbo for a Jong time. The 

USA, and most of the EU members are in favor of 

Turkey's accession but the Austria, France and Germany 

are vehemently opposed to it. The recent Survey shows 
that more than 60% of the EU-27 citizens are against 

Turkey joining the EU, while only about 27% are in 
favor. The countries where population was most strongly 
opposed to Turkish membership was Austria (about 
81 %) and Denmark (about 61 %), while Romania was in 
favour of the accession .. The highest support comes from 
the Turkish Cypriot community. However, in my 
personal assessment it will take Turkey another 5-10 

years to seek full and formal membership of the EU due 
to strong opposition and high stubbornness from vmious 
member countries blaming Turkey for its so-called ill 
human rights record, weak political and economic 
situation and above all the resolution of Cyprus dispute. 

I would not do justice to my episode if I do not 
talk about Pakistan-Turkey relations. Our ties with this 
brotherly country are very close, cordial and meaningful. 

We entered into a historic pact in 1964, called Regional 
Cooperation for Development (RCD), but unfortunately 
it never took off at a desired speed. However our position 
on almost all the international and regional issues is 
identical and our governments and leaderships have 
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always enjoyed best of its relations both at the official 
and personal levels. Also the people to people contact is 
so close that citizens of both the countries feel at home, 
whenever they visit each other countries. 

While concluding my presentation, I once again 
congratulate Dr. Mehboob for his hard work and 
dedication in b1inging out this new valuable edition of 
his trip to Turkey. I also had a chance to go through his 

earlier book ''Mehar to Moscow" which in my view is a 
fine piece of work and valuable contribution towards the 
knowledge and intellect of Pakistani Youth, particularly 
the people of Sind. 

Zafarullah Shaikh 

Ambassador (Rtd) 
Karachi 

Dec. 2009 
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نَ  پَ  ـ نسَُل پَڑهندڙ
The Reading Generation 

ــدא ڏهــاكي  جــي1960 ــالي“ نســلين   אُدאسحســين ” ﷢ ۾عب ــاب ن كت
لکــي كتــاب نــالي“ نَسُــل لُڑهنــدَڙ ”مــاڻكَِ  وري ۾ ڏهــاكي  وאري70لکيــو. 
وري حُسـينيءَ كئـي. אمـدאد كوشـش جـي كـرڻ عكاسـي جـي دورَ  پنهنجي

لکيو: ۾ئي ڏهاكي  وאري70
ٻـارَ  سـونـڌא אونـڌא آهـي ڄڻـيـنـدي ماءُ אنـڌي
ٻارَ  ٻوڙא گونگا هوندو سَمورو نسل אيندڙ

ــــر ــــي دور ه ــــوאنن ج ــــي نوج ــــدَڙ، אُدאس، ک كَڑهنــــدڙ، لُڑهن
،کــائُو ڀــاڙي، كَنــدَڙُ، אوســيئڑو كِرَنــدڙ، چُرنــدڙ، ٻَرندڙ، كُڑهندڙ،
سَــگھجي كــري منســوب سان نسلن وِڙَهندڙ ۽ ، كاوڙيلڀاڄوكَڑُ 

.آهيــون ڳولائــو جــا نســل“ پڑهندڙ ”وِچــان ســڀني אنِهــن אســان پَــر ٿو،
ڻڻ، ۾ دنيـا جيِ  كمپيوُٹر کڻي تان كاڳَر کي كتابن ين آ لفظن ٻ

پڑهنــدڙ وســيلي جــي ورهــائڻ ٺــاهي e-books ىيعنــ كتــاب برقــي ۾
تحريــك سَــهكاريِ  ڳـولي کـي ٻئِـي هـِـكَ  ۽ ويجھَڻ وَڌَڻَ، کي نسل
.ٿا رکون آسَ  جي آڻڻَِ  تي رستي جي

عُهديــدאر صدر، به كو جو ناهي. אُنَ  تنظيمَ  به كا (پَــنَ)نَسل  پَڑهندڙ
تــه ٿــو كــري ىدعــو אهــڑي شــخص بــه كــو آهي. جيكڎهن نه وِجھندڙ پايو يا

جــي نــالي كــي پئســا گــڎ كيــاپَــنَ آهي. نه ئي وري  كُوڙو אُهو ته ڄاڻو پَكَ 
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كُوڙو بهِאُهو  ته ڄاڻو پَكَ  ته ٿو كري كوشش אهڑي كو ويندא.  جيكڎهن
آهي.

آهــن هونــدא ناسي يا پيلا نيلا، ڳاڙها، ساوא، پَنَ  جا وڻن طَرَح جَهڑيِءَ
ســاڳئي ئــي هوندא. אُهي ۽ آهن مختَلِف به پَــنَ  وאرא نَسُل پَڑهندڙ طرح אَهڑيءَ
۽ وِڙهنـــدڙ يـــا ، سُســـت ۽ پڑهنـــدڙپڑهنـــدڙ ۽ ٻَرنـــدڙ پڑهنـــدڙ، ۽ אُدאس وقـــت

كِلَــب لڳــل تــالي ۽ خُصوصــيِ  كــا پَــنَ ۾ لفظن ٿا. ٻين سگھن ٿي به پڑهندڙ
Exclusive Clubآهي.  نه

رَضــاكار ۽ سَــهكاري كار كَم سڀ جا پَــنَ  ته هوندي אها كوشش
ٿيِــن. אهــڑي به تي بنيادن אُجرتي كم كي ته آهي ممكن پر ٿين، تي بنيادن
۽ كنــدא وَٺُ  ڏي هيــٺ אُصــولَ  جــي كَــرڻ مـدد جــي هكَِٻِئي پاڻ پَـنَ  ۾ حالت

digitize ڊجِيِٹـائيِز کـي كتـابن پــارאن پَـنَــن رهندא. non-commercial غيرتجارتي
نــه كوشش جي كرڻ حاصل نفعو يا فائدو مالي به كو مان عَملَ  جي كرڻ
ويندي. كئي

وِرهـــائڻ مرحلـــو אهـــم ٻيـــو پـــو کـــان ڊجِيِٹـــائيِز كـــرڻ کـــي كتـــابن
distributionكمائي پيسا كو جيكڎهن مان وאرن كرڻ كم ٿيندو. אهِو   جو

هوندو. نه و لاڳاپبه كو جو אُن سان پَـنَـن رُڳو كمائي، ڀلي ته ٿو سگھي
وَڌِ  کــان وڌِ  پٹاندڙ وَسَ  هو ته ٿيڏجي  صلاح ۾ אکرن کُليل کي پَنَن

کـــي ڇاپينـــدڙن ۽ ، ڇپائينـــدڙنليکَكَـــن جـــي كتـــابن كَـــري خريـــد كتـــاب
كوشــش جــي ڦهلائــڻ کــي ڄاڻ ۽ كرڻ حاصل عِلم وقت ساڳئي همِٿائنِ. پر

مڃن. نه کي رُكاوٽَ  به كَنهن دورאن
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شيخ אَيازَ علمَ، ڄــاڻَ، ســمجھَ ۽ ڏאهــپَ کــي گيــتَ، بيــتَ، سِــٹَ، پُكــارَ 
ســان تَشــبيهه ڏينــدي אنهــن ســڀني کــي بَمــن، گــولين ۽ بــارودَ جــي مــدِ مقابــل

بيهاريو آهي. אياز چوي ٿو ته:
گــيــتَ بـهِ ڄــڻ گـــوريــلا آهــــن،  جـي ويريءَ تـي وאر كَـرن ٿا.

  … …
جئن جئن جاڙ وڌي ٿي جَڳَ ۾،  هــو ٻـوليءَ جـي آڙ ڇُـپن ٿـا؛
ريــتــيءَ تــي رאتــاهــا كـــن ٿــا، موٹـي مَـنـجـھِ پـهــاڙ ڇُــپـن ٿـا؛

… …
كالههَ هُيا جي سُرخ گُلن جيئن، אڄـــكـــلـهه نــيـلا پــيـلا آهــن؛

گــيــتَ بـهِ ڄــڻ گـــوريــلا آهــــن........
  … … … …

هي بـيتُ אَٿي، هي بَـم ــ گولو، جيكي به کڻين، جيكي به کڻين!
مـون لاءِ ٻـنـهي ۾ فَـرَقُ نه آ، هـي بيتُ به بَـمَ جـو ساٿـي آ،

جنهن رِڻَ ۾ رאت كَيا رאڙא، تنهن هَـڎَ ۽ چَـمَ جو ساٿـي آ ـــ

هــاڻي ”تــه مَڑهــڻ ســوچي אهِــو تــي پــاڻَ  کــي אڻڄاڻــائي ســان حســابَ  אنِ
جــي نــادאنيءَ پڑهڻ تي وقت نــه وڃــايو“  كري אُن آهي، دور جو عمل ۽ ويڑهه
آهي. نشاني

تــائين كتــابن نصِــابي رُڳــو وאنگر كيڑن كِتابي عام پڑهڻ جو پَنَن
ســماج ســان ي ڇڎڻكر قيد کي پاڻ ۾ كتابن نصابيرڳو هوندو.  نه محدود

۽ سماجي حالتن تان نظر کڄي ويندي ۽ نــتيجي طــور ســماجي ۽ حكومــتي
 نصِابي كتــابنپَـنَ  אڻڄاڻن ۽ نادאنن جي هٿن ۾ رهنديون. policiesپاليسيون 

ــاريخي،ســان گڎوگــڎ אدبــي،   سياســي، ســماجي، אقتصــادي، سائنســي ۽ ٻيــنت
كتابن کي پڑهي سماجي حالتن کي بهتر بنائڻ جي كوشش كندא.
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 جهــڑن كـينئـــن۽ڇـو، ڇـــالاءِ   سڀني کينَسُل جا پَـنَ  پَڑهندڙ
سوאلن کي هر بَيانَ تي لاڳو كـرڻ جـي كـوٺَ ڏيــن ٿـا ۽ אنهــن تـي
ويچار كرڻ سان گَڎ جــوאبَ ڳــولڻ کـي پنهنجــو حــق، فــرض ۽ אڻــٹر

unavoidableگھــرج   necessity ســمجھندي كتــابن کــي پــاڻ پڑهــڻ ۽ وڌ
ــن طريقــن ــد تري ــائين پهچــائڻ جــي كوشــش جدي ــاڻهن ت ــان وڌ م ک

.وسيلي كرڻ جو ويچار رکن ٿا
توهان به پڑهڻَ، پڑهائڻ ۽ ڦهلائڻ جي אنِ سهكاري تحريــك
۾ شامل ٿي سگھو ٿا، بَس پنهنجي אوسي پاسي ۾ ڏِسو، هر قســم

 .جا ڳاڙها توڙي نيرא، ساوא توڙي پيلا پن ضرور نظر אچي ويندא
 

وڻ وڻ کي مون ڀاكيِ پائي چيو ته ”منهنجا ڀاءُ
پهتو منهنجي من ۾ تنهنجي پَــنَ پَــنَ جو پـڑلاءُ“. 

(كي جو ٻيجل ٻوليو) ــ אياز 
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