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TO TURKEY WITH LOVE
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A FLIGHT BY TURK HAVA YOLLARI
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AN INTRODUCTION OF TURKEY
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TURKEY IS SECULAR
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A CRITICAL COMMENT ON THE BOOK

I was deeply inspired by Dr. Mahboob’s recent
publication “Turkey me’n Chaar Musafir” in which he
has expressed his valuable thoughts about Turkey, a
country which is unique in its history, culture and
civilization Dr. Saheb is an excellent writer and I know
him since so many years, when I was posted as Consul
General in Jeddah and he was the Head of Pakistan
Embassy School over there in late 80s. He is remarkably
a moody man, but he also knows the art of injecting
romance in his words which at times hypnotizes the mind
of the readers. He did tell me when he was taking his
official trip to Turkey and I was dead sure that he would
certainly come up with some new thoughts of his tour to
that great country. However, also I had been a frequent
visitor to that area and I thought I must contribute
something towards his new edition of this book and share
my humble experience as a professional diplomat.

I had been in Pakistan diplomatic service for
more than 35 years till I retired as Pakistan Ambassador
to Algeria in 2008. While I was posted there, I used to
visit Istanbul quite often, particularly during my holiday
trips to Karachi. Istanbul is a city with special touch and
a place where one could witness a mind blowing culture
and romance of various civilizations of the world. The
Ottoman patching memories, beautiful mosques
depicting the Ottoman-Islamic architecture, historic
museums, grand bazaars, nice restaurants and last but not
the least, the beautiful people and dazzling nite life that
take every visitor into a crazy world. Moreover, the
transparent blue Mediterranean Sea with white glittering
sand and Bosphorus Bridge carries everybody in a
Turkish vicious circle of deep romance from where one
can hardly come out for the remaining period of his life.
Although, I have traveled so much in my life and have
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served in Japan, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Germany, Sudan and Algeria on my postings at the
Embassies and have unforgettable memories of those
places, but still the sweet hangover of my visits to
Turkey, specially the city of Istanbul, will always remain
with me. Moreover, the splendid hospitality of Turkish
people and warmth in their feelings, and love specially
for Pakistan, is everlasting and adorable.

Being a birthplace of various civilizations,
Turkey owns a magnificent cultural heritage. By virtue
of its important geographical position, Turkey lies at the
axis of cultures of the East, the West the Mediterraian
and the Islamic. Anatolia is one of the world’s oldest
human habitats and it enjoys a unique cultural richness
with its thousands of yeas of history. With its rich
cultural heritage and potential, Turkey will always play
its role in existing journey that humanity will embark
upon in the new millennium.

One the diplomatic front, Turkey has always
played an active and important role at all the regional
and international levels. It is a country with so much of
the stake in world politics, and with its unique position
on the world map, Turkey is married to both Asia and
Europe. Despite the fact that it has 95% of the Muslim
population, it has a secular constitution with no official
state religion. Today, Turkey is reaping the harvest
sowed by its great leader kamal Attaturk who made this
great country one of the most advanced and modern State
of the world. However, Turkey also has. enormous
challenges to face including the unresolved issue of
Cyprus and its entry into the European Union.

Cyprus is crucial issue between Turkey and
Greece. It is situated at the north-eastern end of the East-
Mediterranean basin, 75kms south of Turkey, 105kms
west of Syria and 380kms north of Egypt. Its population
is less than a million of whom 85% belong to the Greek
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Cypriot community, 12% to the Turkish community and
remaining are foreigners. The Turkish Cypriot
community is mostly descended from the soldiers of the
Ottoman army which conquered the island in 1571 and
the immigrants from Asia brought in by the Sultan’s
government shortly thereafter. ‘

Cyprus has a long history. It was a former British
colony which gained independence from the UK in 1960.
The conflict between the Greek Cypriot majority in the
South, and Turkish Cypriot minority in the North, came
to a head in 1993 when fighting broke between the two
parties. UN peace keepers were deployed in 1964 and
there is still a visible presence today, in the form of a
buffer zone policed by the UN. In 1974, the Turkish
government intervened and brought peace in the area. In
1983, the North area of the island declared independence
as the “Turkish Republic of North Cyprus”. In May,
2004 South Cyprus joined the European Union and
relations improved slightly between the North and South.
There are numerous UN resolutions on the dispute and
today there are around 3500 Turkish troops stationed in
the northern part of Cyprus, who according to Turkey
protect the Turkish Cypriots in the area.

I have dealt upon this problem in details because
this is a core issue between Turkey and Greece and till
today both blame each other of invasions and violation of
human rights. However, it appears that this issue will
remain unresolved for quite sometime to come.

Another important problem for Turkey is its entry
into the European Union. The country first applied for
associate  membership in the European Economic
Community in 1959 and in September, 1963 signed an
agreement creating an Association between Turkey and
the EEC also known as “Ankara Agreement”. It came
into effect in December 1964. In November, 1970 an
“Additional Protocol” was signed establishing a
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timetable for abolishing the tariffs and quotes on goods
traded between Turkey and the EEC. In April 1987,
Turkey formally applied for membership in the European
Community. The European Commission in 1989
confirmed Ankara’s eventual membership, but by
deferring the matter to more favorable times, citing
Turkey’s unsatisfactory economic and political situation,
as well as its poor relations with Greece on the Cyprus
issue, creating an unfavorable environment with which to
begin negotiations. Although Turkey has been trying its
best to fulfill the EU demands, but it appears that Turkey
will remain in the state of limbo for a long time. The
USA, and most of the EU members are in favor of
Turkey’s accession but the Austria, France and Germany
are vehemently opposed to it. The recent Survey shows
that more than 60% of the EU-27 citizens are against
Turkey joining the EU, while only about 27% are in
favor. The countries where population was most strongly
opposed to Turkish membership was Austria (about
81%) and Denmark (about 61%), while Romania was in
favour of the accession. The highest support comes from
the Turkish Cypriot community. However, in my
personal assessment it will take Turkey another 5-10
years to seek full and formal membership of the EU due
to strong opposition and high stubbornness from various
member countries blaming Turkey for its so-called ill
human rights record, weak political and economic
situation and above all the resolution of Cyprus dispute.

I would not do justice to my episode if I do not
talk about Pakistan-Turkey relations. Our ties with this
brotherly country are very close, cordial and meaningful.
We entered into a historic pact in 1964, called Regional
Cooperation for Development (RCD), but unfortunately
it never took off at a desired speed. However our position
on almost all the international and regional issues is
identical and our governments and leaderships have
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always enjoyed best of its relations both at the official
and personal levels. Also the people to people contact is
so close that citizens of both the countries feel at home,
whenever they visit each other countries.

While concluding my presentation, I once again
congratulate Dr. Mehboob for his hard work and
dedication in bringing out this new valuable edition of
his trip to Turkey. I also had a chance to go through his
earlier book “Mehar to Moscow” which in my view is a
fine piece of work and valuable contribution towards the
knowledge and intellect of Pakistani Youth, particularly
the people of Sind.

Zafarullah Shaikh Karachi
Ambassador (Rtd) Dec. 2009
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