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Tt can be said that Shah Muhammad Pirzada wa

sliver quill and ink in his hands as he'is thescion ¢

known family of fiery revolutionaries and poets from th
village Balhreji which was once dubbed as Little Moscow i in
Larkana. These two elements fuse together to form the basis of
his poetry. I first encountered his poems from the days of the
MRD movement which gave voice to a courageous struggle
against dictatorship which wielded an unholy alliance of
terrorism and brutality but could not suppress the note of
defiance in Sindhi poetry. The poems Shah Muhammad
Pirzada wrote in those days too were infused with the feelings
oflove and empathy. It seemed that a poet of love and beauty is
lost in the wilderness of dark times. Over the years, the
element of love has triumphed and come to the forefront in his
poetry. However, like his politics, the expression of love too is
different from the usual for Shah Muhammad Pirzada. The
feeling of love in these poems does not give rise to a
sensuosness or physical abandon but the inherent lyricism is
infused with a sadness, an inconsolable pain and loss. It is the
poetry of a strange separation not only from the beloved but
also from the universe, which is half-realized and soméhow
beyond words it is an unforgettable glimpse of all the
beauty and wisdom of the universe which seems to be within
your grasp and yet remains shimmering away in the distance
beyond all imagination.

Asif Farrukhi
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