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Prof. Qamar Zafar Hassan

ZAFAR HASSAN SHAH AS A HUSBAND
)May Allah Subahatallah place his soul in superior class of Jannah. Amen)

Zafar Hassan Shah as a person, as husband was thoroughly gentle
man. He was quite aware of keeping his relations with his mother, sisters
and brothers and with his wife and children. Though he looked serious, but
he was jolly, humorous person and was friendly in his domestic life. He
never bossed for the sake of bossing of course where it was needed he did.

With all his engagements at University and Adabi (Literary) life,
he was family oriented person and used to give his precious time to chil-
dren and wife going out, playing games, watching TV, listening radio and
enjoying, always has his meals with the family. In food, he liked every-
thing never made any fuss.

He was very organized person, and preferred to do most of his
personal work himself and wanted his children to have same habits like
him. He was a disciplined person, rising early, walking, and doing things in
time and honest, regular in his job.

He was respecting to elderly persons, his father s friends paying
visits. He liked children very much and was very popular they loved him a
lot.

In the end, I would like to say “He was loving, caring, respectful

and friendly with me’. There is much more to write about him.
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Shaikh Aziz
ON THE DEATH OF ZAFAR HASSAN SYED

Sindhi Literature has suffered another loss within a short period
with the death of writer, critic and former Secretary of the Sindhi Adabi
Board, Syed Zafar Hassan. He died of heart failure in Hyderabad on Sun-
day at the age of 61.

Zafar Hassan was an eminent critic, but also wrote short stories.
Besides, he edited many magazines, including Mehran Quarterly. He taught
at the University and played major role in the setting up of Sindhi Adabi
Sangat.

Zafar Hassan was born on August 14, 1937, at Hyderabad. His
family was well-known for imparting education for many generations.
Schooled at Hyderabad and after doing his masters from Sindh University,
Zafar developed an aptitude for writing at an early age. He began with short
stories in the late 1950s. Then he contributed to the establishment of Sindhi
Adabi Sangat, the organization devoted to promoting modern trends.

In the 1960s when Sindhi literature was undergoing a qualitative
change under the political influence of the One Unit, Zafar Hassan voiced
social and economic issues through short stories, critical notes and papers.
He also became associated with a number of organizations devoted to pub-
lishing anthologies and other works to promote Sindhi literature. Among
them were “Aarsi” and “Dharti’ were quite popular. He even set up a print-
ing shop in 1970 that helped many writers in bringing out their works.

As a writer, he was committed to the progressive movement and
believed in social realism. Consciously staying away from slogan- monger-
ing, he believed in upholding honesty, heard work and objectivity. Some-
times this bold and objective criticism was not liked by many contemporar-

ies; nonetheless, he did not deviate from his path and worked with total
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Mazharul Haq Siddiqui
NOTED SHORT STORY WRITER AND INTELLECTUAL SYED ZAFAR
HASSAN

The Vice Chancellor University of Sindh Mazharul Haq Siddiqui
has urged upon the intellectuals and writers to create qualitative literature to
guide youth and to reform the society. He was presiding over a function to
mark the 9" Death Anniversary of noted short story writer and intellectual
Syed Zafar Hassan on Wednesday. The programme was organised by Sindhi
Adabi Sangat Sindh University Colony in collaboration with Institute of
Sindhology at Pir Hissamuddin Rashdi Auditorium.

Sindh University Vice Chancellor paying rich tribute to Professor
Zafar Hassan was unique human and a person of high qualities. Siddiqui
said that in creative literature there is no writer of caliber of Zafar Hassan
and added that it is dire need that writings as well as stories must be repub-
lished S0 that young writers benefit from it.

He said that Zafar Hassan always makes efforts through writings,
lectures and speeches to reform society and added that he was a good re-
former being creative writer. He said that as University faculty Professor
Zafar Hassan was an excellent teacher, research, scholar and gave high im-
portance to Geography. He said that being a university teacher Zafar Hassan
encouraged young students to study not only subject but also literature of
different times.

Dean Faculty of Social Sciences Dr Rafia Ahmed Shaikh, short
story writer and sociologist Dr Tanveer Junejo, Professor Ghulam Hussain
Khaskehli. Waliram Walabh eulogised Syed Zafar Hassan's personal his
qualities as a man, as a teacher and as a friend.

) Business Recorder 29" March 2007)
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our literary journal from the Perfect Printers, Saddar Hyderabad,
opposite to the Cantonment Police Station, and it was a risky proposition.

This press was owned by Zafar Sahib and was the centre of
radical publications on myriad of fiery topics under the sun, magazines,
digests , pamphlets and ultra-left Marxist hetrodoxical,
subterranean underground nationalistic ~ tracts not acceptable by other
timid and sissy proprietors who were hopelessly commercial and rank
opportunists. Madad Ali Sindhi was the Editor of the die-hard nationalist
monthly "Agate Qadam" and would regularly bring out this out rightly
courageous  think  tank  type incendiary matter from  this
press  of higher ethical values of patriotic valour. All this activity
was witnessed by us at our press Perfect Printers ,while we
also saw the  oppressive gagging happening simultaneously during the
repressive Black days of Home Secretary Muhammad Khan Junejo when
the ruling Islamic socialist party had imposed a blanket ban on more
than two  hundred books of Sindhi literature including the
monthly Suhni  edited by great Tariq Ashraf. This later episode is a
shameful denial of freedom of expression in the aftermath of Amar Jaleel's
short story "Sard lash jo safar".

Zafar Shah would regularly visit his press in the afternoon, take
proper daily account from his loyal manager Aslam Laghari, exchange
pleasant greetings with me and then discuss urgent literary political matters
with Madad Ali Sindhi in my presence. This was the frank and humane
philosophical perspective of his non-conformist personality who talked
openly without fear or favour. A thoroughbred gentleman he was, who
unlike many of his literary hypocrite contemporaries invariably
spoke truth. He had one face and never indulged in double speak. His
fearlessness, analytical and intellectual rational demeanour made me grow
fond of him gradually and we started taking long walk from his press to
now extinct Prem Park opposite Hyderabad Gymkhana. His command over
English like his bosom friend Haleem Brohi was indeed impressive though

he soberly admitted that he could not qualify CSS after two attempts, due to
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dedication. Even during Gen. Zia's rule, he did not compromise on the
principles and refused to participate in the so-called “Intellectuals Confer-
ences .

As a teacher at university, Zafar Hassan was considered to be a
dedicated guide to the students. During his last day, he concentrated on his

research and writing.

sfeske sfesie s sieske sk

Courtesy to Daily Dawn, March 10, 1998) )

Gul Muhammas Umrani

ZAFAR HASSAN, THE RENAISSANCE MAN OF SINDHI LITERATURE

Zafar Hassan Shah was my ideal since University days
of B.A Hons /MA when I was working as Associate Editor of Ariel, the
annual research journal of Department of English, University of Sindh in the
years 1971and 1972.Prof Dr. K.M. Larik was the Editor and Prof Amena
Khamisani was the Chairperson. I had been frequently coming across
Prof. Zafar Hassan mostly at his favorite haunt of newspaper stands at
Gadhi Khata, Hyderabad with his close friend and a well-dressed compan-
ion Dr. Mubarak Ali of General History
Department who had just returned from East Germany. Zafar Hassan

was very good looking person and was more polished, sophisticated,

well-mannered and smartly dressed, always in the custom tai-
lored suit and a matching tie, stylishly carrying an expen-
sive leather brown brief case. My

real intimate friendship blossomed with him subsequently at my initia-

tive, when I persuaded madam Khamisani to let me print
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Additional District Magistrate in 1990 after my two years stay at USA. He
was indubitably a self-respecting writer and did not ask for any financial
support but as my moral duty I managed an advertisement from Wazir Ali
Industries. He felt obliged. Shortly thereafter unfortunately a nondescript
dysfunctional comrade was arrested on the complaint of the then Vice
Chancellor by the Rangers and I was a duty magistrate. He was very
much annoyed with me and thus snapped our social talk and would not
reply to my frequent telephone calls. This was the End. Actually my
absence abroad had estranged him and he had also become more involved
in the complicated students affairs on the battlefield campus. A better
understanding of this entire unfortunate phenomenon is provided by his
posthumous Diary which speaks volumes about the various sensitive issues
of Sindhi youth troubling our educational system which nobody could solve
from the redoubtable intellectual Sayyid Ghulam Mustsfa Shah to great
poet laureate  Shaikh Ayaz. The Diary is very his last testament and needs
second and third volumes as promised by his dear son. Hyper sensitivity
metamorphed and accentuated to depressive psychosomatic cynical atti-
tudes towards many old friends and it alas affected his health .Such a
cool headed guide, philosopher and friend like him discarded many writers
who had earned awards from the establishment, civil and military. Zafar
Hassan was right in his reactive wrath but it appeared a little overwhelming
for him too and he died in his early sixties, which was rather a sad pre-
mature departure for his family, admirers and readers.

Man of Zafar Hassan s literary calibre is a rarity as he was an
honest, upright teacher, sensitive writer afflicted spiritually with the national
enslavement predicament, wanted exposition of hypocrisy of the feudal lords
of literary grand circus, aspired earnestly for imbibing the best of world
literature through standard quality translations. He believed in the best and
looked for such creditable companions which he could hardly gather like
Vali Ram Valbh. Many a time we had planned to bring out magazines on
the pattern of Time, Newsweek and Readers Digest. He browsed even

Urdu Sunday magazines to get some ideas about our utopian would be
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certain reasons, may be, I think due to intelligence agency reports. He said
it was English Essay, first time, and then English General which caused
this debacle .Thank God he stayed in University to inspire so many like us
and led the brilliant valiant battle against stupidities of Vice Chancellors and
literary ninkompoops.

After my joining University in February 1973, we became good
colleagues and had more frequent meetings at his Latifabad No.6 residence
where he had a mammoth enviable collection of books mostly in English on
World literature and on his professional subject Political Geography. His
writings on his academic discipline are now scattered and his short stories
in Sindhi were also selectively translated by him in English .One of his
favorite short story on the curse of feudalism he read in English in a
small selected literary conclave at old campus canteen in 1973, where I was
also present and it was presided over by Amar Jaleel. Latter he, according
to our mutual friend Hyder Bhurgri of Islamabad had developed
very strong antipathy and antagonistic feelings against Jaleel and broke
off social relations with him due to his Hilal e Pakistan columns. Likewise
Zafar Hassan was extremely emotional on certain issues of ethnic language,
with reference to speaking in Urdu. He would not talk in Urdu in reaction
to language riots against Sindhi Language bill passed by Sindh Assembly in
1973. Though he had steadfastly adopted this non -compromising boycott
Urdu attitude, many members of his family especially his in-laws, and old
friends of Saddar including Haleem Brohi frequently spoke Urdu. I had read
his  scathing review of  "Shair Number" in  Suhni and
would  openly  disagree with his very tough personal  al-
most vitriolic language against a particular school of Poetry led by the
Sarwari Jamaat and the Makhdum clan. These strange pedagogic
weird  eccentricities grew sharper with the passage of time and age and
this is perhaps one of the reasons that he could not succeed in sustaining
and perpetuating his splendid literary critical magazines which depended
only on a few devoted faithful friends. His last venture was "Aarsi" and for

this he happily met me at Kotri where I happened to be serving as
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Prof. Mohammad Rafique Dhanani
Zafar Hassan Syed — Popularly known as “Shah Sahib”

Shah Sahib was on deputation in Sindhi Adabi Board,
Jamshoro as Secretary of the Board, when I joined as lecturer of Geography
Department in June 1978.

I came to know about him as a big personality of the
department. He used to come to the department once or twice in a week to
teach Economic Geography to M.Sc Students.

I was very much impressed, when I met him there for
the first time in the department. He was well dressed. He talked to the
Chairman of the department in Urdu, as he used to talk in Urdu with Urdu
speaking Teachers of the department only.

He was advocate of Sindhi Language, as he talked in
Sindhi with other colleagues and common people. If a person couldn’t
speak Sindhi he used to talk in English.

I remember one incident, when I travelled with him in
his car, with his Urdu speaking relative his relative talked to him in Urdu.
Shah Sahib replied in English. As his relative was educated and fluent in
English so he immediately switched over to English conversation.

In 1978, Shah Sahib asked me to engage practical
classes of the students. At that time, I was not fluent in Sindhi. I used to
explain the practical in English and in Urdu. The Students were asking me
their questions and observations in Urdu. One day, Shah Sahib advised me
since the most of the students are Sindhi, therefore, the student should be
explained in Sindhi instead of Urdu.

I observed him as a very neat and clean personality.
Many people used to call him as a “Prince”. He was very kind and helpful

to needy people. He helped many people morally as well financially.
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magazine. He despite his anger against speaking Urdu would get Shama
Delhi, Besween Sadi and Film Fare from Dubai. He was the ultimate
aesthete who could not survive without the best of the best in any language,
anywhere in the world. His best gift to me in 1973 when I joined as
lecturer in English Department was inimitable Readers Companion to World
Literature I am still using this indispensable reference book every day.

Zafar Hassan's contribution to Sindhi short story may not be as
tremendous as that of Jamal Abro, Rabbani, Nasim Kharal, Ghulam Nabi
Mughal and Amar Jaleel but his incisive critical acumen and insight-
ful searing evaluation more often than not, is his perpetual legacy and
golden heritage of abiding worth and unending value. His brown brief case
was a magic Zanbeel (bag) of umpteen kaleidoscopic variegated books,
literary journals and he would liberally distribute and share his riches
amongst the thirsty seekers of knowledge, while on his way to his home at
Madad Ali's. Eccentric and whimsical he was, as all great thinkers and
writer tend to be. His first and last passion was Mother Sindh which he
served as a true son of the soil. He was both a voice of sanity and a
crusader against Pirs, Mirs and obscurantism of tribal decadent society.
Things persist as he left them.

*
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I found him as a loving and caring father for his four
sons and daughters. He used to take his sons to tuition centre in Hyderabad.
He was as caring that he used to wait for hours sitting in car till they re-
turned back after finishing their class.

He was a good administrator and a good
teacher. He used to explain the topic in detail the courses he taught. His
most favourite subject was Political Geography. He also taught Economic
Geography, Human Geography, and Philosophy of Geography to final year
students.

Shah Sahib was a man of diversity. He was more
“Adeeb” than “Geographer”. There were many books and articles in “Sindhi
Literature  at his credit. He was very famous in literary circle.

His date of birth is 14" August, 1937. He retired from
Service on attaining age of Superannuation on 13" August, 1997. He wanted
to quit teaching after retirement. But I requested him to continue teaching
being well conversant with above mentioned subjects. On my request, he
continued teaching till his death in March, 1998, due to cardiac failure.

Shah Sahib never compromised with any ones wrong
doing. He used to observe performance of his colleagues in the department
and wanted them to be practical and punctual in their duties.

I was the junior most colleagues in 1978 and became
Chairman of the department in December, 1996. However, he always helped
me in running the affairs of the department.

He built his own house in the Sindh University Cooper-
ating Housing Society. But unfortunately couldn’t move there due to his
unexpected death in March, 1998.

With these few lines I stop here.

These lines are some “Memories with Shah Sahib”.
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