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KHUDA ABAD

HISTORY OF KHUDA ABAD CITY

By
M. B. PANHWAR

[ntroduction

Shikarpur renamed as Khudabad was capital city
of Panhwars. It was located in the centre of a
number of their settlements in the present Dadu,
Johi, Nathan Shah and Sehwan talukas, but called
Bagﬁban, Bubakan and Nerun Qila or Nerun Kot
Pargunas of Sehwan Sarkar in the sixteenth century.
The other important towns of theirs were Akbarabad
(near Chhini or Chhini itself), Samtani in Sehwan
taluka and Garhi (13 kilometres north-west of
Kakar). After conquering Khairpur Nathan Shah,
Dadu, Johi and Sehwan talukas from Panhwars,
Kalhoras renamed Shikarpur as Khudabad, Fatehpur
as Garhi and Akbarabad as Chhini. This may have
been done after Yar Muhammad Kalhoro was given
Sanad and title Khuda Yar Khan by emperor
Aurangzeb, to rule the area. This town now in ruins
was 12 kilometre south of Dadu and was about 1.6
kilometre long north to south and 3.2 kilometres east
to west. This location for township was selected as a
branch of the River Indus was flowing about 1/;
kilometre to its west. The branch had become main
river some times in the fourteenth century and was
abandoned before the end of 16™ century and took
off from the River Indus between Mehar and Radhan,
passed along alighment of ‘lakes Maha, Jakhpari,
Sutiaro, Pir Ghunio and Talti, and even after change
of course some water passed through it as Wahur
and as a perennial stream, either from the river or
the Western Nara, which in turn took off from the
river above Sukkur. The Western Nara, which was
perennial channel of the river, could also supply
water to Khudabad easily as the town was at lower
level than the Nara.
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KHUDA ABAD

It seems that in Sammas' rebellion against
Soomras Panhwars, who were settled mostly in
lower Sindh, were re-settled on the western branch
of the River Indus, which passed from Rajankot to
Thul and then to Janani (2 kilometres’ west of
Warah town), where from it reached the Manchar
Lake. When the above change of course of river
from Radhan-Mehar to Talti took place, Panhwars
gccupied both of its banks with active assistance of

ammas. .

The concentration of Panhwars' settlement at
the present is near this branch and also the
Western Nara. They were settled near Soomra
K‘s:triong—hold Janani " (Jl=) too, as they built
an.important canal Panhwarki, which even now
takes off from Warah Branch and is located along
the old alignment of western branch’of the Indus of
the fourteenth century.- '

LL"ri"'Panhwars' rise to power and fall is discussed in
Jparagraph that follows. The sources used are
Mazhar Shah Jehani for Panhwars, “History of
Kalhoras” by a Fakir called Wakeit-I-Sindh, edited
bysMcMurdo and author’s personal knowledge of
the™atea when he had travelled vastly in Sindh in
‘connection of ground water investigation and land
féclamation by bulldozers.

0rigin and rise of Kalhoras

___ Kalhoras were a local Sindhi tribe and like
Soomras, Sammas and Panhwars called. themselves
.outsiders. Kalhoras claim their descent from Miyan
Odhanno, who migrated to Makran and his son
;M,u,tlammad, a mendicant, who had by different
wives 18 sons, two of-whom are important; one
‘Daud an ancestor of Daudpottas of Bahawalpur and
‘other whose descendants are Kalhoras, The first
most important figure in history was Adam Shah,
who/was a disciple of Mehdi of Jaunpur and had
collected large number of mendicants around him.
He resided in Chanduka Parguria, which area was
assigned to him by Abdur Rahim Khan Khanan,
when ithe latter sought blessings of the former for
conguest of Sindh from Mirza Jani Beg. Blessings

4
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were given in return for protection of his people
and territory by the powerful Mughals, but this
ﬁrotection lasted only nine years. Adam Shah and
is followers kept extending area under their
control bg/ usurping lands of their neighbours..The
aggrieved complained to Mughal governor of
Multan, who raided and captured Adam Shah and
took him to Multan, where he was put to death. To
their luck a friend in the capital brought his body to
Sukkur. This friend, a civil officer, established his
son Miyan Daud in the chair of their father.
McMurdo thinks that it is possible that these two
actions were taken, the first to create a severe
example and the second that government may not
be subverted by roaming mendicants. Miyan Daud
was succeeded by MiKan Ilyas and the latter was
succeeded by his brother Miyan Shah Ali, known as
Shahel Muhammad in the mid seventeenth century.
He increased number of followers and resources of
land. It was his followers who .attacked Abra and
Sangi zamindars, drove them out and divided their
lands among themselves. It also appears that
simultaneously they had conflict with Panhwars,
who then were settled on a branch canal called
Panhwarki in Kamber-Warah talukas. Panhwars
then seem to have moved out of the area and
concentrated in present northern Dadu district. On
complaint from the Abras, the Mughal governor of
Bakhar defeated the Fakirs in a number of battles.
Shahel Muhammad was killed, though Fakirs by
this time had gained experience of warfare and had
fought well.

Miyan Nasir succeeded his uncle Shahel
Muhammad in 1658. Under him as saint, his Fakirs
assumed the characteristic of military bevy. It was
worse period of Little Ice Age, discussed separately
below and due to it famine and pestilence raged
not-only the whole province but also the whole
northern  atmosphere of . world, discussed
separately. The cold spell, drought and less water
in the river facilitated encroachments, which
continued and provided opportunities, which -
Kalhoras did not miss and occupied more and more
territories and when attacked, escaped. Finally
negotiations were opened to Miyan Nasir, but he

5
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was arrested- and sent to court of Alamgir and
reportedly, while being sent to Gawaliar as’
‘prisoner, he escaped and led his followers, to
Panhwars' district, captured their important town
Garhi, made it his capital and was successful in
opposing Mughal Subahdar (Subedar) of Bakhar
militarily. Even during this period, he got Parguna
of Lakhat on lease from governor of Sehwan, which
was followed by acquisitions of other parts of
similar nature. Thus he was ablé to assume role of
an organised government. Dr. Ghulam Muhammad
Lakho is of the opinion that story of escaping is
concocted only to give him credit for his bravery. In
the opinion of the present author it was meant to
show its similarity with Shivaji's escaping from
Mughal court. Actually it may have been effect of
Little Ice Age, which reached its worst in 1665 AD
and led to compromise by emperor.

Miyan Nasir was attacked by governor of Siwi
(Sibi) to dislodge the Fakirs but after repeated
defeats and disgrace was replaced by Shaikh
Jehan. The -latter, though aided by Subahdar of
Bakhar, was killed in surprise attack near Karela
village. On Miyan Nasir's death in 1691 AD he was
succeeded by his son Din Muhammad. Panhwars
then waged a war against Kalhoras but were
suppressed and their lands occupied by Din
Muhammad.

To avenge death of Shaikh Jehan, Prince
Muizuddin, governor of Multan, marched himself, but
Din Muhammad sent his brother Yar Muhammad for
negotiations, which were successful. While the prince
was returning, some ignorant Fakirs attacked the
royal forces from behind in Ghotki district and the
infuriated prince destroyed Garhi and other important
towns of the area. Dr N. A. Baloch states that
mosque at Garhi was built by Mughals, who in fact
had burnt the town. Din Muhammad personally went
to the camp of prince to procure pardon, but
meanwhile his brother Yar Muhammad opposed
Mughals, defeated them and their two important high
ranking officers namely; Raja Gaj Singh Bhatia and
Raja Suruj were killed. The prince who was satisfied
with burning and destroying Garhi and other towns,
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retired to Multan and put Din Muhammad to death.

However, Yar Muhammad was unable to regain
his territories, which Panhwars and other tribes
occupied during Mughal intervention and he led his
adherents to Kalat, where Brahuis considering
them as enemies attacked them, but after
negotiations he was given an asylum in 1699 AD
(IIII AH). In the meantime Panhwars re-occupied
their lost territories.

In 1701 Miyan Yar Muhammad was invited by
Serai chieftains from Kalat to help in re-
establishment of his family and he accepted the
offer. Brahuis too joined him. They conquered
Murgpur %Markhpur) and Fatehpur Z/Garhi) from
Afghans of Siwi who were appointed to look after
them on behalf of Muhgals. The success was so rapid
that people assembled around their standard and in a
few months he conquered from Panhwars their
capital town Shikarpur, which was renamed as
Khudabad, after Mughals awarded him the title
Khuda Yar Khan. Panhwars still persuaded their case
with Muizuddin, but Miyan Yar Muhammad succeeded
persuading the prince to allow him to act as an agent
of imperial government. A farman was issued giving
him title of Khuda Yar Khan. This ended Panhwars
struggle to become and remain Mughals' contractors
on fixed payment. As a result of this compromise of
Yar Muhammad with Mughals, Panhwars lost most of
their fertile lands to Kalhoras.

The Little [ce Age facilitated rise of Kalhoras

All this was caused by Little Ice Age, which
gripped the whole world in cold and drought from
1430-1850 AD, for some 400 years and Sindh from
1550-1700 AD and again from 1750 to 1850 AD. It
is described below.

The climate has never remained constant even
for a century, but major fluctuations are only a few.
The period from 8500 BC to 2000 BC, was wet period
with rainfall 2%2 times than to-day and then it was
intermittently arid and super-arid up to about 500
AD. The period 700-900 AD, was dry and arid and
900-1250 AD was wet and warm period. From 1250
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to 1550 AD, was moderately dry, but 1550-1700 AD,
was a colder period with low rainfall, longer winter
and shorter summer seasons, low river discharge,
less water in the river, many canals drying up or
flowing late and receding early, making only short
summer season Ccrops a possibility. Winters were
long, but with limited water in the river. Main
summer crop was rice; but only short season, poor
uality rice with low yields grew. As rainfall was less,
the Thar and Kohistan pastures were poor and
supported less animals and human population. On
the top of it Arghun, Tarkhan and Mughals, .who had
left their lands due to aridity caused by the Little Ice
Age, were interested in only collecting taxes. No
attention was paid to silt clearance: of canals and they
choked up, further reducing the areas under
cultivation, producin[g less food, causing famine
conditions to prevail and many tribes went- into
rebellion against the government, which invariably
used force. As “Little Ice Age” became severe, more
people from "the Central Asia and Iran migrated to
Mughal Delhi in search of jobs, food and shelter and
this caused further pressure to collect more taxes
and consequently more rebellions by local
communities. The worst period of the Little Ice Age
was 1665 AD, when revenue to the government from
‘Thatta Sarkar reduced to 20% of 1600 AD. The
situation was the same in the whole MuPhaI Empire,
which started breaking up by local rebellions,
planned or unplanned. In this turmoil, in Sindh the
centre of rebellion was left bank of the River Indus
below Rohri, where contours do not permit easy flow
of canals against right bank where as canals could
easily flow from Kandhkot to Sehwan. The tribes on
the left bank were in rebellion .soon after 1550 AD,
but on the right bank went into rebellion after about
1620 AD. Sindh’s population had majority of Samma
tribes accounting for more than fifty percent,
followed by Soomras, then Hindus and lastly Brauhi
tribes of Baluochistan.

The Samma tribes and many sub-castes, and
only Samejas, who formed majority of them, were
leading rebellions. Sammas of right bank of the
river well placed for favourable flow of canals
rebelled less. The Sammas who had lost to
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Arghuns, after death of Feroz Shah in Gujarat in
1539 AD, had lost central leadership and their
rebellions were crushed with iron hand by Mughal
governors. There was a vacuum of leadership for
re-takeover from the conquerors, but famines and
starvation cannot produce leadership. It had to be
a miracle, a kind of faith in the leadership, respect
for them and some uniting impulse or magnetic
attraction. Many tribes tried to takeover from
weakening Mughal governars, but the central
leadership lacked and finally Kalhoras succeeded
in remoVving their adversaries- Daudpottas, Abras,
Sangis, Panhwars and others,-by themselves being
considered Pirs, saints or holy men. Sameja tribes
took leading part in this struggle and were chased
and killed. Orders of Sehwan’s governor to bring
one bullock cart load of Samejas' heads daily,
shows extent of resistance and massacre of this
tribe. Other tribes also rose and either joined
Sammas or fought as an individual tribe. In the
process Sammas lost central leadership as they
were chased from place to place and had turned
into nomadic pastorals in Thar. The taking over of
various areas by various tribes, refusing to pay
taxes and fighting Mughal officers shows general
uprising against them under disorganised and
scattered leadership and in small bands. Some
tribes like Panhwars organised themselves as
contractors to govern the land, collect taxes and
pay the government, but with no aim to throw out
the Mughals. Kalhoras' rise ‘is connected with their
being mendicants (Sufi saints) and therefore
acquired hereditary holiness and obedience of not
only their followers, but also some kind of
tolerance among other sects and also followers of
other saints. Kalhoras also systematically tried to
eliminate rival saints. Among their followers were
Balochi chiefs of Balochistan and D. G. Khan, both
barren and desolate areas and more so due to
Little Ice Age. They were willing to sacrifice their
lives for Kalhora cause, if their descendants, kith
and kin tribes had future safeguards, which
Kalhoras offered by excavating new canals,
renovating old ones and settling these followers
on new lands.and granting them jagirs, but
expecting loyalty, supply of soldiers for future
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warfare against Mughals and other enemies and
paying some amount of taxes. The central figure
in their success was “Holiness of Kalhora rulers”.
The other tribes lacked this. Panhwars for example
did not excavate a single canal for northern Dadu
taluka where they were concentrated in large
numbers. Kalhoras seem to be least interested in
that area of potential opponents and the British
had to give new mouth to Dadu Wah from Nasrani
to irrigate the whole Dadu taluka instead of only
southern most one quarter. .In general Kalhoras
offered spiritual salvation in after life and land and
water for agriculture in this world and people
rallied behind them.

It seems that Panhwar chiefs fought Kalhoras
not jointly but individually. Miyan Naseer
conquered Garhi from Mir Panhwar around 1781 AD
and Panhwars must have had control over the area
at least for some 25 years so as to build the town
and a mosque, which has survived more then 300
years. They may have taken over the area soon
after 1635 AD and paid fixed contractual amount to
Mughals. However that on fall of Garhi to Miyan
Naseer, Panhwars of Shikarpur (Khudabad),
Akbarabad and Samtani did not take any action,
shows lack of unity or Kalhoras offering them some
guarantees. Panhwars were always dependent on
military help from Multan-Delhi, whom they paid
contractual amount most probably regularly and
maintained no strong army. Thus taking over of
Shikarpur (Khudabad) from Qaiser Panhwar,
without use of swords was military weakness of
Panhwars. Kalhoras were the first South Asians to
lead to the downfall of Mughal Empire, followed
simultaneously by Marathas and later on in
eighteenth century by Sikhs.

We are concerned here with Khudabad a town
of Panhwars, who probably had parts of Dadu
district specially Khairpur Nathan Shah, Dadu, Johi
and Sehwan under contract from Mughals, possibly
latest from 1650 to 1700 AD and came in direct
conflict with Kalhoras. The strong point of Kalhoras
was being master canal builders, and providing
land they occupied, canal water and settling their
followers on such lands, in gratitude of this, these
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tribes laid their lives for a combined cause of
Kalhoras as well as their future generations, but
making sure that they were not to be displaced
from the lands once occupied. The heads of these
tribes became Kalhoras' Jagirdars and gathered
enough manpower and strength to make other
local tribes to submit to them peacefully, although
they were to be converted into serfdom, I.e. tenant
cultivators or small land holders. The miracle of
being spiritual leaders has worked successfully in
Sindh throughout the history. Simultaneously Sikhs
under their spiritual leaders were fighting Mughals,
in the same way as Kalhoras, and Marahatas in
South India. All this was taking place when
Aurangzeb Alamgir (the World Conqueror) had his
brothers eliminated and his father and a sister
imprisoned in 1658 AD. The anti-Mughal uprisings
would have happened even if Akbar the Great had
returned back to preside over the Mughal Empire,
as the Little Ice Age had reached its worse, not
only in Sindh but through one word out the world.
The World Conqueror was not personally .
responsible for downfall of his empire. It was
environment created by climatic change. If he
imposed Jaziyah on Hindus, it was not his
intolerance, but a method to reimburse his
treasury. If he became staunch Sunni, it was
because he had no new territories to conquer
except the Shia kingdoms of South India with his
troops, who were Sunnis. Climatic change had
made it difficult to rule peacefully and he and his
noble men had to use methods exactly opposite to
those of Akbar, to survive as long as they could.

Historical background of Panhwars of Dadu area

Parguna of Alore belonged to Dharejas, though
people of Pawar (Panhwar) clan-were settled there
in farge numbers. They possessed large number of
camels and plied them to Jaisalmir, Multan and
Qandhar.

In the province of Nerun Qila (Nerun Kot)
taluka Johi, there were four streams descending
from the mountains and used for cultivation. The
area belonged to Machis, who paid no taxes.
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Bakhtiar Beg Turkhan exterminated them, named
place as Akbarabad and handed it over to
Panhwars by hames Isa, Musa, Daud and Jalal and
they continued to occupy it. The area is recognised
as part of Baghban Parguna, which was inhabited
by Maliks, Panhwars, Abras, Samejas, Junejas,
Buryah (Burrhas) and Bukya (Bughias), all of
whom were peasants and paid taxes. In Kahan
(Ghaha) Parguna, Panhwars and Samejas out
numbered others, were peaceful peasants and
accompanied Jagirdars to collect revenue.
However, Ahmed Beg Khan, governor of Sehwan,
laid waste this Parguna.

In Bubakan Parguna, the tribes settled were
Bubaks and Makhdoems (descendants of
Makhdoom Jafar), Samejas, Dals, Sameja Bughias,
Khawajas (new Muslims§ and Bahjahs 8Bajars? Or
Bajhars?)

Parguna Junejah, on the left bank of River
Indus, had several tribes, Korejahs, Panhwars and
'Shaikhs. All these three were peace loving and
resisted the other tribes namely Samejas, Bughias
and Chandias. The Chandias had led Pargunas of
Baghban, Patar (Pat) and Akbarabad to waste and
Panhwars’ had suffered badly. In an attack oh
Chandias, Bakhtiar Beg used Panhwars, Korejahs
and some Samejas and leaders of Panhwars, Isa,
Musa and Jalal to accompany him as guides.
Chandias' crop was cut down by Shamshir Khan
with swords. They approached Panhwars to act as
mediators and Chandias accepted the peace terms.

Four rain-fed streams from hills, met north of
Chhini. Their present names are, Nari, Shol, Kahi
and the last one Malang, which may have been the
tail end of Naing. On these four streams were
settled four Panhwars; Musa, Isa, Daud, and Jalal.
The nearest village is Chhinl and may be it was
named .as Akbarabad by Bakhtiar Beg. Initially it
was part of Baghban Parguna, but later on it was
transferired to Nerun Kot {Nayrun Qila) in Sehwan
Sarkar. Panhwars of Ghaha Parguna called
themselves Qureshi and claimed descent from Bibi
Halima the nurse of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
Panhwars were also presenht in Bubakan Parguna.
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Samejas attacked Panhwars and Korejahs-in Nerun
Kot, Bubakan, Baghban etc. Panhwars jointly with
other collected 5000 cavalrymen and foot soldiers,
crossed the river and attacked Samejas. Bahauddin
Panhwar of Samtani also joined them and Killed
Samejas, leader Paryo and saved Panhwars from
further attacks of Samejas. This battle was fought
near Guchero village Taluka Moro. Up to time of
Shamshir Khan Uzbek, Panhwars of Kahan could
raise a fully equipped army of 1000 horsemen and
4000-5000 foot soidiers.

In Nayrun Qila, lands of Arbab Bahauddin were
assessed on the basis of 3 shares i.e., 1/3™ of the
government and 2/3" with Bahauddin and in case of
peasants 4/9 was resumed and 5/9 left to peasants.
Isa, Musa, Daud and Jalal Panhwars paid only 1/3™

of produce.as land revenue and took 2/3™,

Mirza Yusuf in 1044 AH (1634 AD) subjected
Panhwars' lands near Akbarabad Wghi, to dabti
system instead of crop sharing as 1/3™ share of the
government and also ordered branding of cattle
and imposed tax on cattle abolished by Akbar
Badshah. Bahauddin Ranhwar whoes village was
Samtani made good his escape in the dark of night
but his enemies Arbab Ali and Arbab Daud Panhwar
did not flee. Mirza Yusuf sent 41 of chiefs of
Panhwars to.assess Bahauddin Panhwar’s land by
dabti system. Bahauddin had all 41 Panhwarchiefs
killed and -escaped. Yusuf Beg put  all of rest
Panhwars, whether they were chief Arbabs,
Mugaddams, Patwaris or Qanungos, in jail.

Panhwars then rebelled and attacked Bubakan
and Kahan with help of hill tribes. Ahmed Beg
came out of Sehwan and camped in Samtani the
village. .-of Bahauddin® Panhwar. Ahmed Be?‘s
brother Mirza Yusuf had not paid the soldiers, for
4-5 months and in-former's expedition against
Panhwar Bahauddin, he was defeated. Ahmed
Beg had -10 Pargunas of Sehwan and part of
Parguna of Chanduka, but he was- defeated by
Panhwars time and again.

Shamasuddin (Sharirul Mulk) sent Khawaja Arif
to crush Sameja Thebas. Having failed he came to
Akbarabad village of Panhwars. Here he came across
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two Sameja guests of Panhwars and captured them.
Panhwars protested, gave him a fi?ht and defeated
his army. and chased him, but he killed two Samejas
and rushed to Sehwan fort for safety.

These incidents were turning point of Panhwars'
rebellion and finally their occupying the present
northern Dadu district and it may have led to
Panhwars being accepted as local rulers and
payment of some contract value. What were their
titles is not known.

Khuda abad fown under Kalhoras

Khudabad was devastated and destroyed by
Khosas in 1759 AD, when there was chaos in the
country for some four years after Noor Muhammad
Kalhora's death and Attur Khan wrote to Ghullam
Shah to take over the reigns of the government, as
he had decided to leave the country. To avenge
Khudabad’s destruction Ghullam Shah crushed
their power and had their leader Jafar Khoso killed.
The town never recovered fully as after 1759 AD,
due to recurrence of Little Ice Age (1750-1850),
level of water in the river went down and much
water did not flow through Mehar-Radhan-Maha-
Talti branch and also water in the Western Nara
canal reduced considerably and the southern Dadu
Wah from it did not carry adequate water. Khosas
had ruined almost the whole city, leaving only
Khudabad Mosque and Yar Muhammad Klohara’s
tomb. The suburbs of town extended outside the
mud fort on the east of Khudabad Mosque as well
as on the west of Yar Muhammad's tomb and also
to north and south of the town. Kalhoras had
changed their capital a number of times after
1751-1768 AD, due to continuous hydrological
changes, seekinﬁ suitable spots on the new
unstable and changing courses of the Indus
between Hala-Shahdadpur and Hyderabad-Shaikh
Bhirkiyo and abandoned Khudabad as capital for
good. The town and area .surroundin? it being at
tail end of canal Dadu Wah, never fully recovered
after it was burnt by Talpurs in 1781 AD. The
British gave it a new mouth near Nasrani and the
whole Dadu taluka became prosperous, but with
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opening of Dadu canal from Sukkur Barrage it
further deteriorated. If water from the River Indus
on up-stream side of Dadu-Moro bridge is injected
into Dadu canal and because of no water-logging
and good soils, the Khudabad-Bubak area can be
turned into very fertile land. The ruins of town are
above surroundings and it being free from water-
logging, the surface soils were being removed and
put on adjoining in fertile lands for at least the past,
one century and now most of area of this historical
town is under cultivation except small village,
which was shifted there after 1942 floods.

In 1906 such an earth mover was able to find
a vessel filled with ﬁold coins buried under
ground and while selling the coins, he was
caught, tried by court, treasures confiscated and
jailed. Case was in the court of Mukhtiarkar Dadu
and Sessions Court Larkana. It would be
interesting to find out final destination of this
treasure. Kalhoras did not mint any gold or silver
coins and these must have reached through trade
channels, and interesting study in itself of
countries Sindh traded with.

Of the artifacts, present author was shown six
ﬁieces of tobacco smoking pots of the era. They are
ighly decorative and the circular top being
notched for decoration. It is not sure how they
used them as hubble-bubble top. However they are
highly decorative and not similar to eighteenth
century tobacco holding top of Hubble-bubble.

The Khudabad Mosque and Yar Muhammad’s
tomb dating back to 1701 to 1719 are excellent
pieces of Kalhora architecture specially in terms of
Kashi tiles of mosque and Kashi grills of tomb.
Photographs of them show excellent workmanshi
in blue tiles. Kashi grills of Yar Muhammad’s tom
are unique that they consist of small pieces
prefabricated by Kashigars and glazed both on
inside and outside and assembled at the site to fit
into windows pre-built in the original structure.
Grills of stone invariably are in single pieces, but in
this case a few dozen pieces combined make an
artistic piece, a task difficult to execute as its
planning takes place before kiln firing of the
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different pieces. Besides this, thirty two windows
have ten different types of grills and in task like
this, interchangeability is to be ensured on the
principles of mass production.

Importance of Khudabad lies in the fact that
both Sehwan and Thatta lost their importance
socially, politically and commercially after Kalhroas
made it their capital. Kalhoras administrative and
tax officers were Hindu Amils, who proudly called
themselves Khudabadi Amils, showing their
superiority over Amils from other areas like
Hyderabad. Khudabad then could easily be reached
from north via the Wastern Nara canal flowing to
its west or from-.south via the Aral, the Manchar
and the Western Nara. Although Thatta was most
important town of Sindh, but it too lost its
importance gradually. Decay of Thatta is well
documented in travel accounts of Europeans and
East India Company’s employees trading during
Ghullam Shah Kalhoro's rule (1759 - 1772 AD).

Khudabad city under Kalhoras

1. Yar Muhammad took over Guchera, Shikarpur of

- upper Sindh, built by Daudpottas, Garhi and

- ﬁﬁnﬁigro and also Larkana from nepﬁew of Malak
ah Bux.

2. The title Khuda Yar Khan to Yar Muhammad
Kalhoro ctame from Aurangzeb, who was in
Deccan then, fighting Marathas after reducing
Birar and Golkanda two Shia states, which had

, controlled Marathas for some 200 years. With
title Khuda Yar Khan; ‘he also got governor-ship
of Sibi or Siwi. i

3. Tomb of Yar  Muhammad was constructed b
himself at Khudabad .and not by Ghullam Sha
as Ghullam Rasul Mihar thinks. It is erroneous
.as art of decoration.of grills and glazed tiles had
started decaying after death of Yar Muhammad
. Kalhoro and it was. comparatively weak by
1759-1772 AD.

4. At the end of-his rule Noor Muhammad handed
' over Khudabad to his son Muradyab and he
16
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himself went to a new city Muhammadabad,
built by him self.

5. On 29" May 1759 Attur Khan wrote to Ghullam
Shah that he was leaving the country and he
and Ahmed Yar Khan can do any thing with
succession. Ghullam Shah reached Larkana and
punished Khosas Sardars who had looted
Khudabad, during chaos created by the dispute
of succession between the brothers after their
father’s death.

6. Khudabad (old) is reported in dispute between
Abdul Nabi and Mir Fateh Ali. The latter
informing him that his troops will take him
safely to Khudabad, but he should not try to
cross the River Indus and come on the left
bank. Khudabad-II or Khudabad New was also
constructed by Kalhroas. .

7. Talpurs burnt Khudabad in 1781 AD, after
AbdulNabi had assassinated Mir Abdullah Khan
and Mir Fateh Khan.

8. City had decayed between 1758 to 1781 and then
it ceased to exist.

9. Khaif's description of the town in Namah-e-
Naghar states: “Its air makes heart happy and its
gardens entertain the heart. Khudaad city was a
model of paradise. The fruits available there were
orange, sanober, grapes and papers. There were
trees of sanober and sarao. Among flowers were
roses, chambeli, nargis, nasreen, nilofar, sosan,
sumbul, hazarah and gulkhera. There were
watercourses and Shikargarhs.”

10.Shaique describes Kalhora places in centre of cit
and a garden in the palace. The palace was lofty.
The garden called Alibagh had a swimming pool
big and deep enough needing a boat to move.
The story of swimming pool may be eulogy to
please owners. . }

Fatehpur fown

Mglan Nasir conquered Garhi from Panhwars
around 1681 AD and they re-occupied it, when ever
Mughals attacked Kalhoras. .
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Miyan Din Muhammad with help of series
conquered Garhi (Fatehpur) from Mir Panhwar. Soon
after death of Miyan Nasir, the local tribes including
Panhwars had re-occupied lost territories, but Din
Muhammad threw them out. Mir Panhwar complained
to Governor of Multan against Kalhoras. The
governor wrote to Subahdar of Sibi, Mirza Khan
Pathan to help Panhwars but he was unsuccessful.
After death of Shaikh Jehan and Din Muhammad’s
arrest, Yar Muhammad with help of series reached
Sarwah and Naing in taluka Hatri, captured Samtani
from Qaiser Panhwar, camped in Ghaha and sent
troops under his brother Mir Muhammad, who
captured Markhpur, Gahi Jamsheed, and freed
Fatehpur from Panhwars. Next Yar Muhammad took
Ghauchera, Shikarpur (Khudabad), Garhi and
Kandiaro. In his Wasiyat Miyan Noor Muhammad
wills that Parguna Baghban, Kachho and Fatehpur to
go to his brother Muhammad Khan’s son Fazal Ali.

Present conditions of Khudabad Mosaue

Khudabad Mosque has two compartments 80x21
and 80x25 feet and is 34 feet high. The mosque had
excellent tile work. These had deteriorated in some
places and Archaeological Department under took
renovation in nineties of last century. The original
tiles were removed new tiles of extremely poor
designs different from originals and under burnt,
have replaced the originals, some of which were
thrown away in 1979, and rest afterwards. Present
writer copied one mosque tile and repeated over the
tower of house 157-C, Unit No. 2, Latifabad,
Hyderabad and could be inspected by any one
interested. Renovation is specialized job of
archaeologists and others in the trade and not of
engineers or DCOs.

6 futile aftempt to rejuvenate Khudaabad city

Glov of Khudabad is known in Sindh as its
capital for nearly half a century. In terms of jts
suitability for capital it gets temperature of 48°C
every year in May. It is extremely humid from July to
September with humidity at more than 80%. In
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winter dry and chillg north winds blow and before
opening of Sukkur barrage, on the average there
were seven nights of frost and when water left
outside deliberately, would turn into 3 to 6 inch layer
of ice. In May-June there would be hot dust storms
for 30 to 50 days called “Chaliho” in Sindhi. The
intense April to August heat does not allow farmers
to work out doors between 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. People

. usually stay indoors from 9 am to 6 p.m. High heat
- of July to September is also accompanied by out

break of mosquitoes, followed by malaria in an
epidemic from. This is true of the whole Sindh north
of Khudabad. As comcFared to it, Hyderabad is 3°C,
cooler in summer and warmer in winter during day
gnd dnight. Hyderabad can have frost once in a
ecade.

In Hyderabad, there almost is regular wind in
summer from April to September and -humidity i not
high. There is dust in the sky but it reduces glaze,
which is blinding in Khudabad. This raises a question,
why did Kalhoras choose it as a capital for more than
50 years? The reason was that their power base was
north - western Sindh from Shikarpur to Sehwan and
their important and trusted tribal followers were also
from that area. Many tribal heads were buried at
Miyan Nasir's graveyard, a Westminster Abbey of
Kalhoras, but their faith was Shaken when some
chiefs, during Nadir Shah’s attack betrayed Noor

.Muhammad, who had to flee to Umarkot. Frazer

writing in 1746 opinionated that had Noor Muhammad
given him a battle, Nadir Shah would have been
defeated. In Wasiyat Namah Noor Muhammad had,
clearly mentionea that some tribal heads had
betrayed him at the time of Nadir Shah’s attack,
which led to his humiliation and therefore his sons
have to be selective with regards to their loyalty.

After dearth of Noor Muhamamd Kalhoras and
dispute between brothers Khosas made immediate
show off and destroyed Khudabad Khosas were their
Murids who had betrayed, the rulers. Retaining of
capital at Khudabad was no longer necessary and
Kalhoras searched a better place in the Sindh from
Hala to Hyderabad climatically better for their own
movement during functionary needs of state.
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Pir Illahi Bakhsh's became Minister for Education
and Goth Suhar and Rural Development in 1938. He
was elected from Dadu-Johi constituency and to
restore glory of Khudabad only 5 miles from his
village, he planned a modern township for Khudabad.
Two room quarters with veranda and courtyard to the
south and a yard to the north for cattle was planned.
It was simple mud brick construction with rustic door
and windows and simple roof on acacia and tamarisk
beams and rafters with sar grass sewn mats at the
top and finished with two to three inches thick clay
layer with proper drainage of roof. In principle it was
an excellent idea and looked like the present
government quarters made with burnt bricks, steel
girders and T-irons and roof finished with brick tiles
ang cement plaster.

The defect of scheme was that villagers were
never consulted and on finishing of the whole colony,
they were asked to move in, but none did so. It was
maode! construction for cheap houses in Sindh, but
without local participation was to rebound and
collapse. The 1942 floods from Chak to Talti engulfed
this colony and damaged it, but it survived another 6
years, when 1948 river floods brought it down
completely. Tt stood opposite to the present Khudabad
railway station and west of Dadu Sehwan road. At
that time the ruins of old Khudabad were visible in
form of heaps of earth, but they disappeared
gradually after above two floods. The colony was an
oasis amid cluster of huts between Dadu and Bhan
Saeedabad. At that time there was no vision to make
the ruined city a protected archaeological site. In
1941, accompanied by some students of Dadu and
Mehar High Schools, I had visited Khudabad and
Phaka to see Yar Muhammad Kalhoro's mosque and
tomb and Pir Illahi Bakhsh colonkl at Khudabad.
During the past sixty years there is fast deterioration
of these sites. In 1941 Sindh’s population was 4.1
millions and-today it is ten times and so is pollution
and damage to environments and historical buildings.
Today almost nothing is left of the site by
encroachers. Since site was marke as agriculture land
on Deh maps, it was allotted on the basis of Mahag
rights and locals grabbed it. This is a short story of
capital of Sindh, no human being can see again.

f
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KHUDA ABAD AND ITS
ARCHITECTONIC SUBURB

By
S. HAKIM ALI SHAH BOKHARI

Archeological evidence of the building -activities,
though in embryonic state, assignable to
hominidae, go back to all but 2 million years.

. Tangible human culture that abounds rest of his
achievements both spatially and materially is
showing in could be second only to the war chest
cost-wise. Also each pre, proto and historic episode
is ornamented with and evaluated by its full and or
fragmentary remnants leftover to the present and
the future.

Architecture both public and private, has been
the index indicative to some score of social,
religious, .economic, political, artistic etc., aspects
of a clime and time, e_special(y in the past. Besides,
it ranks in the necessities of the life next to the
food. Observing the vicinity of Khudaabad (old),
from the architectural point of view, we have some
clues and expressions of surviving private and
regnal buildings of different kinds to assess the
constructional genius and capability of the people
of this part of Sindh. Some of those however, are
described, in fine, as follow:

(a) Religious and Semi religious (Mosques and
Mausolea)

i. Jamia Mosaue Khuda abad

The monument said to have been built at the
behest of Mian Yar Mohammed Kalhoro, who ruled
with Khudaabad (old) as his capital from A.D.
1700-1718/ 19 with the title Khuda Yar Khan, is
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now situated at the eastern verge of the Indus
highway near the present village of Khudaabad.

Its highly placed main monumental gate/ portal
to the east is approachable by ten ‘Ardha -
chandra’ steps. The vast rectangular now dull
courtyard, six feet higher than the ground level is
enclosed with a wall ranging in height from 6'-6”
to 7’-6" including its dentate summit. To the west
of this courtyard is the double prayer chamber of
the mosque entered through triple arched fagade,
of which central part looks like a pylon. It is richly
decorated with azulejos. The lofy walled space
behind the ‘maqsura’ presently appearing as a
hypethral, was ofnce covered with a flat roof and
served as the apte- ‘aiwan’ to the main prayer
chamber of the Tosque. The important part of the

monument is its lwestern and main ‘Aiwan’. Which
is divided and inter-communicated by two pairs of
opposite arched pilasters into three bays, each
accessible also through separate arched opening
from the ante-aiwan of the mosque.

The mosque has been mentioned almost in all
books on the architectural achievements made in
Sindh, particularly during A.D 18" century. It
however, bears certain curious, initiative features
besides, being slightly un-conventional from the
standard or classical (save ‘Kharoths’) mosques
built in this part of the province.

Quite prominent and curious feature, no like of
which is seen any where else in Sindh, is the dumpy
rampart raised on three sides (South, West, North)
of the double ‘Aiwan’ of the mosque built during the
British period perhaps as conservation measures, to
substantiate the under mined foundations and also
protects the walls and the mosque from profanation
Today, however, this structure guards the mosque
from the traffic hazards. An other strange feature is
a cellular construction attached abextra to the
eastern portion of the northern side of the platform.
It comprises six cells of almost similar shape and
little different in sizes open to the north. They have
‘Gaya Prishtha Kriti" like ceilings. The appropriate
use and antiquity of this feature is yet questionable.
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COVERED GALLERIES

Though the author has beholden the feature
initiated in a very rude form’in the historical
mosque at Samtani, yet it is introduced as an
elaborate labyrinth at Khudabad. The galleries
ranging from 70 to 80 centimetres in width are
covered with 18 cupolas excluding the three main
domes spanning the bays of the Mosque. In all
there are 21 domes of four different sizes arranged
longitudinally in three rows of seven domes each.
The galleries are lit to some extent by 12 latticed
windows opening both on exterior and interior.
Besides, four grilled windows are furnished in the
galleries constructed on the pilastered arches
between three main domes covering the bays.
Access rather adit to this Labyrinthine super
structure is provided from two points: from north-
eastern corner of the roof of the western “Aiwan”
and 2 hypaethrus like inlet from the roof by
descending six steps from northern bays of the
Mosque.

Otherwise conventional building of the Mosque
strangely lacsk certain customary element as
minarets, ‘Pushkarani’, Ambo etc. Aesthetically,
however, its glazed tile panels on either side of the
entrance are reckoned the best in Sindh because of
their eurhythmy.

ii. Ancient mosaue af village Noorja

The mosque is situated in village, Deh and Tapo
Noorja of talugo Dadu. It is about 3 kilometres and
two kilometres away respectively from village
Ameenani and new Chanerath. Accordin]c_:;) to. a
tradition the village (Noorja) was founded by Mian
Noor Mohammed Kalhoro while ruling from
Khudabad. The site is located on the bank of ‘Phitto’
an abandoned flood channel parting from the River
Indus about 10 kilometres north and reaching

robably Manchhur area via Khudabad and. served as
erry for the latter and many other places enroute.

Located to the west of the present villge and
beside the newly built primary school, the residue
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of an ancient mosque is noticeable on an elevated
place, which obviously represent the remains of
still greater antiquity. The long axis of the mosque
is planned in three width wise bays partially
separated by massive pilasters taking the load of
traversing arches. Each bay was covered with a
dome (only a fragment of the southern dome now
survive). The whole structure was made of sun-
dried bricks. Burnt bricks were, however, used
sparsely in the super structure i.e domes and
arches. The niches in the western wall and the
windows in northern and southern walls of the
‘Zulla” were set in slightly pointed arches sunk in
bigger arches of the identical shape in the interior
of the mosque. The domes were rising directly from
the extrados of the arches. A niche in the western
wall was decorated with a pattern showing triple
arched lowly set panels and a cornice below the
stalactite 'work in its intrado and the back surface.
The survivals are in an irreparable state now.

iii. Ancient mosaue in village New Chanerath

A very simple mosque at village and Deh New
Chanerath, Tapo Noorja is situated at a distance of
some 11-12 kilometres from Dadu. The prayer
chamber of this mosque built with adobe is sub-
divided in three bays. Small ‘Sahn’ enclosed with a
low wall had ‘an access from the east. The arches
were actually cusped of which some traces were
visible. Burnt bricks were used at some places in the
arches and in domes. The squinches in the interior
are built above the cornice running over the arches.
Also there are some indication of stalactite work.
Each of the three bays is covered with a dome and
entered separately through an arched opening. Each
dome is surmounted with a finial. Finials also
occurred on four corners and at the ends of the
central pylon-like feature. Traces of lime plaster
were also visible at some places. The southern and
northern walls had decorative arched panels with
few small perforations to admit light and the air.
The mosque is in a very bad state of preservation.
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iv. Old mosaue at village Phakka

The Jamia Mosque located at village and Deh

Phakka, Tapo Badani and about 3 kilometres from
Khudabad, is structurally and materially very
simple but comparatively better preserved than
that of New Chanerath. Many residential quarters
of the village and the said mosque underlay dusty
mass, which is most probably the cultural debris of .
the antiquarian’s interest. The mosque is located
nearly at the centre of the village. It has small
precinct in the east and the prayer chamber
entered through triple door ways placed undefr
simple, rather crude Tudor type lowly sunk arches,
separated by panelled slié];htly projecting pilasters.
The parapet is furnished with simple cops. The
Brayer hall of the mosque is designed in three
ays, each covered with a dome bearing crude
inverted lotus like pinnacle with traditional finials
atop. The corners and the ends of central rise of
the fagade also have the same kind of finials. The
mosque certainly lacks simultaneity with the
Kalhora period monuments.

v. The mosaue adjacent to the Mausoleum of Mian
Yar Mohammed Kalhoro

Near Khudabad the mosque is constructed on
the general dqround level. It is a simple and
utilitarian building of burnt bricks. The main gate of
the mosque also simple and small but having
distinct individuality was once probably covered
with a half dome. The outer arch of the gate has
since collapsed leaving only the traces at the
springing level. The whole structure of the gate
project out of the plan of the sept.

Between the gate and the prayer chamber is
the ‘Bamti’ or ‘Sahn’ measuring to some 60x41 .
feet respectivelC?/ from north-south and east-
west. The fagade of the mosque is accessible
through three gate ways, each with an arch and
panelled frame. The elevation of the screen has
three parts. The central and comparatively
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higher one is linked by two lower ones. Stumﬁy
Projections at the to_Fs of the angles of the
acade had finials. The entire mosque was
actually plastered and probably painted with
simple designs. The sides of the mosque are
decorated exteriorly with panels.

The prayer chamber of the mosque is
subdivided into three bays. A flight of 22 steps is
provided in the western side soffit of the deep
alcoves built in the northern and southern bays of
the sanctuary to approach the roof of the mosque.

vi. Mausoleum of Yar Mohammed Kalhoro (Deh
Phakka, Taro Badani)

The site is approachable by a metalled road for
a distance little more than a kilometre, linking the
Indus Highway at Vvillage Khudabad. The
mausoleum is erected on an elevated ground
beside a huge cemetery. The ‘Sahn’ of the Tomb is
entered throudgh a simple but monumental doorway
set within a deep and high alcove accessible by a
flight of semi-circular steps from the east. In the
courtyard there are dozens of ordinary graves on
plinths and platforms, small mausolea and vaults
including that of Mian Mohammed Muradyab
Kalhoro. The main building in the group is however,
mausoleum of MianYar Mohammed Kalhoro also
titled *Khuda Yar Khan'. It is a massive quadrangular
building of predominant verticality. Its facade on the
eastern side is exuberantly bedecked with Kashi tiles.
The ingress to the tomb through a very high alcove
like arch is fixed with a disproportionately small door.
Interiorly the structure is square comprising three
graves. The one in the centre built over a platform is
the grave of Mian Yar Mohammed Kalhoro covered
with a canopy. The other two graves are those of
Mian Shafi Mohammed and Mian Mohammed Khan
said to be son and the father respectively. The walls
and the domed ceiling of the tomb bear some
painted designs. Exteriorly a narrow 'sopana' is
provided in the northern wall to ascend up the upper
story or the covered Bazar / gallery built round the
octagonal drum over the thickness of the walls. An
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other staircase built in the south western corner of
the Bazar leads up to the roof. The chamber of the
tomb is covered with a dome and four corner kiosks
introduced perhaps for the first time in the Kalhora

monument in Sindh.

vii. Rank of Mangoo Faaueer Jafoi

Architecturally important among the existing
monument in the graveyard of Mian Yar
Mohammed is the Rank of Mangoo Faqueer.
Situated on the south west, say at a distance of
about 200 paces from the mausoleum of Mian Yar
Mohammed Kalhoro, the monument is built with
water moulded 3—1/2 cem, thick burnt bricks. The
chamber is square in plan with the fagade towards
east. All the exterior sides of the mausoleum have
same kind of decorative arrangement. On the north
and south of the chamber there are at present
wooden windows fixed in the centre of the arched
openings originally reaching the ground level but
later closed almost to the dado level.

Square plan of the mausoleum has been-
converted interiorly into octagonal from the ground
level by creating huge corner arches to end as
squinches at the top. Inside the building there are
two graves; the one in the centre is perhaps that of
Mangoo Faqueer Jatoi who was traditionally known
to be one of the commanders of Mian Yar
Mohammed, performing an extra duty of supplying
milk for the house of Mian Sahib. The drum of the
dome is converted into sixteen sides by means of
niches sunk in shallow recessed arches, each
alternate being open. A ‘Mehrab’ is built interiorly in
the ‘Qibla’ side wall.

Exteriorly a flight of steps leads up to the north
western corner of the roof. The neck of the dome is
octagonal, each face of which is decorated with three
arched panels, the central one is, however, open.
The dome was originally crested with an octagonal
lantern of considerable size, now extinct stretches of
lime plaster and streaks of paintings can still be seen
here and there.
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viii. Vaulted tomb of Mian Mohammed MuradYab

An other monument of historical importance
-is the Tajjar-like .tomb of Mian Mohammed

Muradyab Kalhoro, who ruled over Sindh for.

about four years. It is with simple oblong plan
and structurally stunted facade on the east. It
has an endented parapet with small corner
turrets.

An elongated vault like roof has also a short
final at either end. The sides and the back bear
same decorative elements i.e. the panels. The
central panel is pierced with latticed arches. to
illuminate and aerate the mausoleum abirntra. The
monument is located to the north western corner
of the mausoleum of Mian Yar Mohammed
Kalhoro.

In the graveyard of Mian Yar Mohammad Kathotro

" there are some other monuments like the stone .

canopy of Shahdad Khan Langah, painted remains.
pavilion of some other

B. Secular
i. Landhi

A building of simple constructional plan is and
has been reckoned in the popular architecture of
Sindh since the hoary past. Kalhoras, however, -are
thought to have standardized the type for more
grave and democratic intent and most probably
used it for multipurpose, as Deevan-e-Aam and or
as the centre of Judicial, Legislative, Administrative
and Consultative business. It is variously planned
but usually used to be rectangular and built either
with mud / lumps or pises and or adobe, with walls

on three or four sides shaded with reedy or -

thatched roof supported by wooden carcass in the
gabled shape. Specimen to be seen near (about 50
paces from) the outer / main portal of Mian Yar
Mohammed’s mausoleum.
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it. Khuda abad Fort

Mention regarding the extent and features of
the fort said to have existed at Khudabad, in
historical accounts and tell tales was hardly
corroborative to the remains there few decades
back. The author also had an opportunity for the
first time in mid-seventies to visit the site for study
purpose and could see somé structural oddments of
the fortification in the north, west, south and
beside the famous historical Jamia mosque in the
shape of broken architectural trails (many of them
are now exctinct) for a distance little more than a
kilometre to each direction. The remnants revealed
no elements identical to a big fort commensurate
to the lodgment of an army or the host. The area
fortified was conformable to its being a fortalice or
a roomy citadel enough to accommodate the
royalty and the aristocracy along with their
guarding small contingent or garrison. If, however,
there was an other fort of huge dimensions
circumscribing the said fortress or aloof, it probably
was razed to ground much earlier.

Whether some map of the old city of Khudabad
or its fort has been published some where, I am.
not aware of iit. ButT had a chance to come across
a manuscript illustrated with a roughly drawn,
presumably suppositious (unless supported by
some authentic source) map, by late Mohammed
Suljaan alias, Mohammed Shujaa, resident of
village Ghulam Khan Chandio, but later migrated
and settled at village Chhano (now Shahabad) near
Dadu, in the library of my friend Mohammad
Usman Memon. If nothin? else is available, it can
be updated with help of literature and local know
how for the future research. Besides, the remains
of the tombs of Sadiq fagueer Thathyo, Hajan
faqueer Dahyo and Daood Kunbhar etc, also bear
witness to the extensive architectonic activities at
Khuda abad.
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CONSERVATION PROBLEMS OF
KHUDA ABAD MOSQUE

By
QASIM ALl QASIM

The Jamia Masjid Khudabad, which is known to
have been built by Mian Yar Muhammad Kalhora
(1710- 1718 A.D) the ancestral chief and the first
Ruler of Kalhora dynasty, is located on the right
fringe of the Indus Highway between Sehwan and
Dadu towns some 11 k.m. south of the latter city, a
District Headquarter. Khudabad, in early half of the
18" century A. D. was founded by Kalhoras who lived
and made it their capital before they could shift to
Hyderabad choosing it as their final abode. The
present town of Khudabad has been cropBed up on
the remnants of the ancient town of Khudabad.

The mosque, a fairly large brick edifice, stands
on a raft foundation shaped into an earth-filled
raised platform about 7 feet high above the
surrounding ground level. The mosque, which is
the accomplishment by the Kalhora Rulers, is
certainly a master piece of ancient art and
architecture depicting local traditional mosque
style. Despite all its delicate and elegant Kashi
(Glazed) tile work, and the tasteful vivid fresco
Baintings in the interior, the mosque on the whole
ears a bold and solid character.

The mosque that measures about 185 x 120
feet in length and breadth comprises an arched
entrance, open courtyard and two prayer after
chambers one the either on western end.

ENTRANCE: The main and the only entrance to
this exquisite mosque exists in the middle of the
eastern wall and Is pierced through an inward
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projected structure (31.5 x 17 Feet) by a high
vault about 5.5 Feet wide. The entrance is
approached by a flight of semi-circular steps.

COURTYARD: The vast courtyard (88.5 x 95.5 feet)-
in neither italicized by dalans (hujras) nor there lies
any ablution tank or long arcaded hall an essential -
feature usual(ljy found in mosques. The courtyard
that surrounds entrance gateway on east and
prayer chambers on west is enclosed at its
Il::ortﬂctarn and southern ends by a low wall of 6 feet
eight.

PRAYER CHAMBERS: Of the twin prayer chambers,
one on the west measuring about 81 x 12.25 feet is
divided into three bays or compartments by means of
thick intercepting or engaged arches resting on
massive columns or jambs to take the load of heavy
roof and domes above and transmit the same to the
ground soil safely.

The next adjoining pr:a er chamber (83 x 25.5
feet) on east is of no significance and lying without
rootwhich seems to have been collapsed in the far
past.

.DOMES: All the three compartments of the western

prayer chamber are roofed or surmounted by high
domes, the central being the biggest than the
flanking ones. The domes are placed on circular
neck, which in turn is resting on an octagon
developed after cutting the square by half-domed
corner niches and quenches. The northern dome has
been collapsed due to 1992's heavy rains.

MEHRAB NICHE: Inside prayer chamber, a high
and deep arched-recess is set on the western wall
in all the three compartments. The central niche or
the mehrab has an engrailed arch treated specially
with profuse fresco decoration.

FLOORS: .The floors of the entrance gateway,
courtyard and prayer chambers must have paved
with Kashi tiles in usual fashion in vogue during
Kalhora's time. But these floors by this time have
virtually been disappeared and re-laid with lime-
terraced floorina.
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EXTERIOR: The outer facades of the mosque
contain series of decorative and schematic
recessed arched panels well befitted in horizontal
and vertical bands forming rectangular frames. The
arched panels were originally fastidiously
embellished with Kashi tiles in variegated designs.
But today the ravages of time and human
vandalism have taken all away. The panels are now
lined with plain lime plaster.

DECORATIVE ELEMENTS USED IN THE MOSQUE:

Architecturally the mosque is important for two
distinctive features, first lavish use of Kashi tiles on
dados, floor, strincrzj courses, bands and panels, and
secondly the walls, ceilings, spandrels, so fits,
niches, squenches, apex and jambs of arches are
replete with colourful fresco decorations in
geometric, foliage and Iris designs which can
rightly be termed as ornament of the mosque.

Truly speaking the mosque is elegantly adorned
and presents a unique phase of art of decoration in
Kalhora's architecture. Though the Kashi tiles are
finished in two dominating colours i.e. Persian and
turquoise blue on white background, yet the over
all affect is that of sober composition which

produce a smoothing atmosphere in the sun-lit land.

of Sindh.

PRESENT CONDITION: The Jamia Mosque, Khudabad
is a protected monument under the Antiquities Act,
1975 and thus comes within the purview of the
Department of Archaeology and Museums,
Government - of Pakistan for the purpose of its
proper upkeep and preservation. The mosque a
living brick edifice that once stood magnificently
and presented an amazing display of glittering tiles
and astounding fresco paintings in tasteful
multifarious designs and motifs that had become
traditional with the artists and artisans of Sindh for
the past few centuries, is now merely a crack of its
past grandeur. The tides of time combined with
natural hazards and human vandalism have played
havoc to this monument of national importance.

The building materials used here in the
construction have almost reached to the end of its
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useful life. The structure has shown great
depredation in its core. The sub-soil beneath the
foundation after becoming slushy is losing its bearing
capacity and as a result the weighty structure of the
mosque is being gradually disturbed. The walls have
slightly gone out of plumb and noticeable vertical
cracks have appeared in the apex of the lateral
arches causing serious threat to the domes and
remainin? super-structure. Actually, the reload acting
an each layer of the structure is the sum of its own
weight and the accidental load. The resultant of these
actions is made vertically, and according to the
design of the mosque, it is distributed among the
resistant sections of the structure. When the load
exceeds and the resistant section cannot safely resist
it, cracks appear on it. These cracks'are known as
"buckling cracks" and appear in different ways.
Vertical cracks so developed, in the "most serious
cases, detach the over loaded parts from rest of the
structure.

The chief binding mortar wused in the
construction of the mosque and plasterwork is
ﬁypsum (chiroli) that too, with the passage of time,
as lost its adhesiveness.

In most of the parts, the Kashi tiles have been
found either damaged or missing. A few existing
panels are also surviving in the dilapidated
condition. The fresco paintings at the mosque,,
which were significant for their perfect technique
and variety of geometric and floral designs spread
over the interior surface, have also been found
deteriorating. At many odd places, the paintings
have either peeled off the surface or faded to a
ﬁreat extent. Perhaps, it is so entirely due to

uman neglect, thoughtless repair and local
climatic actions.

The structure of the domes and ceiling covered
with chiroli or lime plaster has developed minor
cracks, which caused percolation of rainwater and
dampness in the walls and plaster.

To be brief, the over all condition of the mosque
is far from satisfaction. In 1995 a flanking northern
dome of the roof has collapsed during heavy
torrential rains, and if the present worst state of
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reservation is allowed to prevail anymore, God
orbid, it may not lead to a major mishap.

CAUSES OF DECAY

The mosque remained exposed to weathered
hazards for centuries together. Under tropical
conditions of temperature, rainfall, varying high
and low humidity and alteration in the composition
of original building materials takes place at an
accelerated rate.

A brief account of the agencies/devastating
factors that contributed towards the deterioration
of the mosque is given below:-

1. AGE AND CLIMATIC CONDITION: The mosque due
to its continued exposure to the local climatic
conditions and natural hazards (viz rain, sun, winds
storms, humidity and earthquakes) for centuries
together, suffered slow but steady decay. The tile
facing, being comparatively more fragile could not
withstand contraction and expansion due to the
constant change from wet to dry and from cool to
hot. This whole process helped in developing pores
and cavities in the body of the tiles that absorbed
moisture (water + salts) from the saline winds,
which accelerated the disintegrating effects.

2. SOGGY CONDITION OF THE SURROUNDING

AREA: The surrounding area of the Mosque being
in depression often remains inundated during
persistent rains. Such soggy condition around a
monument badly affects the foundation and the
structure there above. The water mixed with earthy
organic impurities salts and other injurious
substances penetrates into the foundation and
migrates upward through capillary action.

3. DISPLACEMENT [N FOUNDATION: As earlier
stated that the mosque is erected on an earth-filled
raised platform. The earth-fill, which is serving, as
sub-soil for the foundation of the mosque has
turned slushy due to direct or indirect contact of
the rainwater bringing many changes in its
formation. The bearing capacity of the soil has thus
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been reduced considerably causing serious threat
to the structure. Some serious cracks in the apex
and sills of the intercepting arches have already
been developed and some more will too appear in
other parts of the mosque in future if no remedial
devjcgz is introduced within the shortest possible
period.

4. DISTURBANCE WITHIN THE STRUCTURE OF THE

MOSQUE: During the passage of time, the building
mortar after having been remained under constant
pressure of natural agents has lost its consistency
completely and eventually pillaged of the joints. The
rainwater finds it way through the open jointed
masonry and penetrates deeply into the structure
causing damages to the core and tiles and other
surface decorations.

5. DUST DEPOSIT ON WALLS AND FLOORS: Apart

from other causes of decay, dust also shares an
important role in the destruction of an ancient
structure. The salt borne dust, which is usually
brought in, by winds lands on the walls and floors
thus causing serious threat to the structure. The
dust deposited in the pores, cavities and joints
helps gradually in deep penetration of salts into the
structure and prove harmful when mixed with
water or dampness.

6. MECHANICAL VIBRATIONS: The mosque is
located just on the brim of the Indus Highway. As
such, the mechanical vibrations being transmitted
to the sub-soil of the foundation by heavy vehicular
traffic that keeps on plying round the clock, cannot
otherwise be ignored. This is one of the major
devastation factors that could ever prove harmful
to the structure.

The Conservation of Cultural property is multi
disciplinary and inter professional in practice. The
prior in-depth study of monument forms a necessary
pre-requisite of conservation. The study of the
monuments covers many aspects relating to its
history, architecture ecorative element and
inscriptions. Causes of decay and remedial measures
are studied by Archaeologists, Conservationists and
Architects. Since the conservation and restoration
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has to be on originalcPattern with original material
the archaeologists and historians play a vital role.
Similarly craftsmen well versed in original techniques
have to be employed. Many specialists are thus
involved in a single project concerning the
consérvation of historieal buildings.

As stated above the conservation/restoration of
the cultural property.requires sufficient knowledge
about the materials and structures and of how
these are affected b?/ the various environmental
factors that individually, or in consort tend to bring
about their destruction. In the modern world many
techniques have been perfected to cover these
requirements and a very noble profession has
developed out of all this, securely based as matter
of course on science and offering the services of
personnel trained in conservation and expert to a
degree determined by the knowledge, skill and
experience.

Scientific preservation is very essential for
preventing their degradation, if not taken
immediately and remedial steps; the monument is
likely to sustain remedial loss within the next few
months. In view of the above, it is our responsibility
to preserve the Khudaabad Mosque, District Dadu to
keep it in its original form.

The present author prepared a PC-I in-1996 with
an estimated cost of Rs.19.264 million envisaged
scientific up gradation, Broper conservation
/restoration of monument to bring back its original
glory. The same was submitted to the concerned
quarters but no fruit was yet born.

However the southern Circle of Archaeology,
I()Engernment of Pakistan, is reformulating the same

The whole job may not be possible in a single
go, itis, therefore necessity that steps of immediate
nature be taken to give them a new lease of life. In
the meanwhile studies into their thorough .
conservation and full restoration will continue to
subsequently propose/advise measures in the
project.

The following conservation/restoration
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measures of immediate nature are suggested to be
taken to partly bring the Mosque back to.its, ariginal
grandeur and strengthen the structures to
withsttand further the natural wear and tear
agents:-

1. DOCUMENTATION OF THE MOSQUE: Before

undertaking the conservation work the condition of
the Mosque should precisel?; be studied and a
condition report prepared in this regard jointl?/ by a
team comprising of Archaeologist, Archaeological
Engineer,  Architect, Conservator, Chemist,
Structural Engineer, and Art Historian.

The fully computerized data i.e. drawjnﬂs,
maps, coloured and black and white photographs,
slides, video recordin%t and material and. soil testing
before, during and after conservation work should
be prepared. Every stage of work including all
materials and techniques in use duly supported
with analytical and critical reports must be
recorded and bublished in the form of books/book
let and must be available on Internet too.

2. TREATMENT QF CRACKS: The cracks appeared
on the roof surface and domes may be opened to a
convenient width and depth in wedge (V) shape and
grouted dry with white lime, sand, brick grit mixed
with brick powder, and minimum quantjty- of grey
cement. The fillet may be kept recessed by about
3/16"” from outer surface, which should then.be
filled by hot bitumen mixed with sand and bitumen
b?/ weight. The cracks in the engaged arches be
filled with neat slurry of cement mortar. If .may be

remembered that when the cracks are to -be.filled -.up

with cement, the cracks shall be thoroughly flooded
with water allowing it to soak in coleete y. When
the cracks are to be filled in with bituminous
mixture, cracks shall be kept dried and cleaned.

3. RE-CONSTRUCTION OF THE DOME: The
northern flanking dome of the roof . ¢ollapsed
suddenly in the 1995 heavy down .pours due to:its
outward. displacement near the springing point. The
displacement was a result of excessive pressure
exerted by additional foreign stresses that disturbed
the equilibrium of active forces within the body of the
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dome. There was hardly any arrangement made by
the -original builders to counter balance or resist the
outward thrust of the forces. This weak point may
now be looked into and necessary provision made
while re-constructing the dome.

The dome may. be rlestored in its true form, and
matching exactly to the southern flanking dome.
The brick tiles to be used in the construction should
be water molded and ofjoriginal size and laid in lime
cement mortar in the same fashion. After the dome
has been laid the centering should not be struck or
removed before two months period unless the
mortar is completely hardened. During that period
the dome may be eased|a little from time to time.

4. LAYING OF R.C.C. OR BRICK TILE RING BEAMS:
R.C.C. or brick tile (1-6"x 1'-6") in lime cement
mortar ring beams may be laid around the domes
above roof level to encounter the outward thrust or
thrusting pressure of the alive forces in the dome
structure.

5. TREATMENT OF ROOF: The roof with ists

domes is originally treated with grypsum (chiroli)
flooring. the floor on account of its continued
exposure to the weathered hazards for vyear
together, have become too weak to resist
penetration of various salts into its body. The old
decayed, damaged and salt torn flooring ma

therefore be removed and re-laid a new with 3"
thick lime terracing using a composition of white
lime (putty), crushed bricks (grit) to down gauge
with brick powder and cement mixed with water
proofing pigments. The Ilime terracing should
finally be covered with |lime niru plaster
(lime+sand) mixed with cement. Such composition
with its hydraulic character becomes very hard in
due course and ultimately proves a bad conductor
of heat. Cracks also do not appear in such
concerts except by way of lateral movement in the
main structure. Before laying new flooring the
surface of roof and domes may be examined
thoroughly. The cracks, if any, may be treated in
the way as already explained in para 3 above.

The use of chiroli (calcite gypsum) on the
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external surface should always be avoided. The
gypsum after calcinations turns into Plaster of Paris.
Although the Plaster of Paris has rapid setting yet we
may not forget that it swallows when mixed with
water and continue to loose its adhesiveness under
soggy conditions. Thee chiroli is also too weak to
resist compressive and tensile stresses.

6. RELIEVING R.C.C. BEAMS AND SLAB: A series of
R.C.C. beams and slab may be laid in the gallery
runninfg above the engaged arches just to relieve
them from the heavy super imposed load of the
domed roof. The ends of the beams will rest on the
abutments (piers) and would lay about 9" above
the apex of the arches by cutting a slit in full width
and depth of the floor of the gallery. A section
showing the placement of the(froposed beams and
slab may strictly be followed. The damages so
caused to the adjoining structure may there after be
made good. Before cutting the slit in the floor of the
gallery and laying R.C.C. beams and slab, the
arches may well be supported with suitable and
strong centering .

The open spaces created between the beams
and slab includimlg the floor of the gallery may then
be filled in with lime concrete as proposed for the
roof terracing.

7. ROOFING OF THE ROOFLESS PRAYER CHAMBER :

The open prayer chamber may be covered with a
vaulting roof 2 feet thick on average with brick tiles
of special size laid in cement mortar one part cement
two parts sand and 2 1/2 parts crushed bajri 1/3"
gauge. The ceiling thereafter be treated with lime
laster 1" thick and the top with lime terraced
looring like the one of western chamber. The
proposed item of work may prove a little expensive
in the beginning but it would be cheaper in the long
run lasting for years together safeguarding the
stability of the structure.

8. KASHI TILE WORK: The missing and decayed
patches of Kashi tiles on the interior and exterior of
the mosque should be worked out carefully and re-
laid/replaced with new Kashi tiles in chiroli mortar -
on the interior and lime cement mortar on the
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exterior mixed with water proofing pigments. The
new Kashi tiles shall however be exactly matching
the original ones in size, texture, colour and
pattern.

Before the new tiles are laid in position, the
joints of the old masonry be raked out to a
minimum depth of 3/4 inch and left exposed to dry
weather for about a fortnight or a month for
evaporation of the moisture. Thereafter, paper-
pulp treatment should be given to the surface for
a week time that would helﬁ in absorbing out the
remaining moisture from the brick core. Finally,
the surface may be treated with any one of the
following resins.

a) Epoxy resins (Preferably silicon) in three coats.

b) A thick mixture of grey cement mixed with 10%
puddlo or pacca kam and 3% raw ganda broza.

The proposed treatment will seal the salts
permanently.

9. FLOORING: The surface of the existing terraced
flooring of the entire mosque should be scratched
/notched and over-laid with new Kashi tiles in lime
cement mortar in original fashion. It would be in the
fitness of the circumstances, if study of the
contemporary structures were made before hand.

10. FRESCO PAINTINGS: The fresco paintings
inside the mosque have been found adversely
affected by extraneous accretions. At many places
thick deposits of dust, greasy matter soot, smoke,
animals' glues, saline efflorescence and organic
materials are observed.

At the outset, it may be stated that the wall
paintings are normally part of a monumental
assembly for which they were expressly designed
and which in turn have a determining influence on
their character. Every possible effort should
therefore be made to conserve such paintings in
their original setting. Secondly what is important in
this case is to determine the causes of
deterioration of the wall paintings. First of all the
influence of humidity is to be determined and its
origin identified-capillarity, infiltration or
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condensation-so that an appropriate action may be
taken to protect the complete assembly.

No attempt should however be made to restore
the fresco painting which have been Iong rubbed off
on large scale. Small patches in the interior of the
mosque, where the frescos have been damaged by
the human neglect, may be restored in the original
fashion using patent colours.

i1. DUSTING OR CLEANING OF FLOORS / WALLS:

A thick layer of earth deposit has been noticed on
walls and floors of the mosque. This extraneous
accretion, in this particular case is brought in
mainly due to the metal led road running close to
the west of the mosque, where vehicular traffic
keeps on plying round the clock.

Dusting or cleaning of floors and walls should be
a regular feature, which needs to be maintained. The
persons so employed may be equipped with a
vacuum machine to clean the floors, an air blower, a
stirrup pump for washing the walls with neat water,
long pad brushes with handles, soft hair brushes and
path baskets with soft brooms. Once or twice a year,
the surface of walls may be washed with canal,
boiled or distilled water with soft pads.

If is required to remove dust from paintings it is
simply necessary to brush the paintings with soft dry
brush. In case where matter is present the paintinﬁs
may be cleaned with weak or strong solvents as the
case may be.

In most of the cases, satisfactory results can be
achieved with water containing about’ 10-20% of
ammonia. If necessary a solution of 10-20%
butylamine may be used in water, or alternatively
80-90% solution of cyclohexylamine in water, the
effect of water being to increase the solvent action
on greasy substances. The latter two cleansing
solutions are also very effective for the removal of -
over painted layer in oils;

i. Removal of animaldglues: Animal glues, if
any, may be removed by the solvent action
of warm water containing 10-20% of
ammonia, or with butyl amine or 80%
aqueous cyclohexylamine.
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ii. Removal of saline: Where soluble salts are
involved, brushing, followed by washing with
neat water, may eliminate efflorescence.

iii. Removal of organic deposit: The paintings
are, some time, found damaged y
accumulation of organic materials, bees and
wasps and bat excrement etc. In such cases,
mechanical treatment is suggested as a first
measure. Thereafter the thin well of the
remaining materials can be removed by
washing with a pad moistened with ammonia
and water as described above.

12. FILLING OF DEPRESSIONS WITH SWEET

EARTH: Before filing the depressions in the
surrounding area of the mosque, the salt-born
earth may be dug out to a minimum depth of nine
inches and removed away from the monument.
There should then be filled up it with sweet earth
free from salts and vegetation obtained from
outside sources in layers to exceeding then nine
inches in depth rammed to full compaction. The
level of the surrounding area needs to be raised to
the ground level carrying the mosque, with special
care to improve the drainage of the entire area.

A cement apron five feet wide consisting of two
layers i.e. cement concrete 4%." thick and 12"
topping of cement concrete may be laid around the
raised platform of the mosque just to check the
penetration of rain water in to the Foundations.

13. STABILIZATION OF THE CORE OF THE
PLATFORM: As earlier discussed the earth-fill core
of the raised platform of the mosque has turned
into slush losing its bearing capacity to a great
extent causing serious threat to the mosque
structure. A need is therefore emphasized to stabilize
the core of the platform by sand pilling method.
About 6 'to 7' long with 6 inches dia wooden pegs or
spikes in hexagonal or octagonal section well fitted
with a metal shoe, may be used for making holes in
the core-fill. The pegs or spikes may bé driven down
and taken out either with the help of the manual
labour or a pile driver-a machine for driving down
piles. The Holes may be dug diagonally at convenient
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intervals and later on filled with dry and clean coarse
sand mixed with grey cement in a ratio of 1:20. After
the work of sand pilling has been completed the floor
of the platform may be re-laid with lime concrete as
specified in the preceding paragraphs.

14, COUNTER  BALANCING  MECHANICAL

VIBRATIONS: The mosque location wise is exposed
to serious threat of mechanical vibration caused by
the vehicular traffic that keeﬁs on plying round the
clock In order to encounter the vibrations the space
laying open between the mosque and the Indus
Highway may be laid with rubber tiles of approved
make and shade to be fixed with suitable adhesive
laid over 1/1" thick base of cement mortar 1:3 to be
laid further over a base of 6" thick course sand and
lime concrete mixed with 10% f<_;|rey cement. The
area before laying the proposed floor, may well be
leveled and dressed to an outward slope. The
Department of Archaeology tried its best and
approached the quarters concerned to divert the
Indus Hi%hway from a suitable distance of the
Mosque, but all efforts to convince the authorities
gone in vain. It is necessary that at least heavy
vehicular traffic should be forbidden to use Highway
in front of the Jamia Mosque. .

15. PETTY URGENT REPAIRS: Petty and urgent
repairs should also be carried out all over the -
monument.

16. CONSTRUCTION OF ABLUTION PLACE: For the

conveniences of visitors and rajthful (Namazies).

17. CONSTRUCTION OF CHOWKIDAR HUT CUM
GODOWN REST ROOM: with wash room facility; in

order to facilitate the in coming visitors, tourists
and scholars who may wish to paid the visit of the
mosque.

18. CONSTRUCTION OF BOUNDARY WALL:
(enclosure) Around the mosque in order to protect
the area from eqcroachment.
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KHUDA ABAD:
THE FORGOTTEN CITY OF SINDH

By
SHAIKH KHURSHID HASAN

Khudaabad, situated on the Indus Highway,
some 18 kilometres from Dadu, was the capital of
Kalhora rulers till 1768 A.D. when Miyan Ghulam
Shah Kalhora shifted it to the new city of
Hyderabad. The city of Khudaabad was founded by
Miyan Yar Mohammad Kalhora (died 1131
A.H/1718 A.D.) (1), who infact laid the foundation
of Kalhora rule in Sindh. The place was named
Khudaabad (2) in keeping with the title of
"Khudayar Khan" bestowed on Miyan Yar
Mohammad by the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. (3).

With the gradual stability in the rule of
Kalhoras, the capital city of Khudaabad also
progressed. In due course, it became a prosperous
city, endowed with lofty buildings and beautiful
gardens. The gardens were providing picturesque
scenes with enormous varieties of flowers such as
rose, jasmine, water-lily, lotus, narcissus etc. The
gardens were also having such ornamental trees as
cypress, pine, fir, quince etc. The gardens were
echoed with the melodious voices of night ingales,
peacocks, cuckoo etc. There were water channels
which further added to the beauty and grandeur of
the city. Close by, there was a hunting report.

Bagh Ali Khaif, composer of "Nameh Naghaz"
has praised the city of Khudaabad in one of his
couplets (4) as follows:
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Translation

In this Khudaabad(area settled by God) he founded
Khudaabad.

As its name suggests jt is a city cheerful,

Khudaabad is like a pride (or good wind) on the
chest of the dominion of Sindh,

Wich wreathes the hearts with repose like a breath
of Divine Spirit,

Its houses are like paradise and its beauties are
ravishing, (They are) lovely, heart-ravishing,
consoling’'in calamity (grief).

Their'cheeks are beautiful like a garden of tul'ips,

Of good status, understanding of cues and subtle
points & friendly.

The palace of the Sultan in the centre and in its
centre the garden,
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(Ai‘e) something written by the hand of wealth
(state sovereignty),

And its foot is coloured like henna by Nature.
Itks height eyes (rivals) the astrolabe of Sun in the
SKY,

Its quantity (height) is beyond the reach of my
understanding.

Mir Ali Shah Shaig had eulo?ized (5) the city of
Khudaabad during the reign of Miyan Abdul Nabi
Kalhora as under:

24 Js ol s P I
/:g] = el //” b 1

Translafion

Hear refreshing wind and pleasant gardens,
Khudaabad is a city like paradise.

The name of the royal garden was "Bagh-e-Ali".
according to Shaiq, there was a water channel
which was used by the ruler for recreational
activities like boating, The scenic beauty of the city
could be compared with the fascinating valley of
Kashmir as well as the enchanting Nile valley (6).

The city, however, lost its importance and
became desolate when Miyan Ghulam Shah shifted
the capital to Hyderabad in 1768 A.D. Later on, the
Talpurs ransacked the city in retaliation for the
murder of Mir Abdullah Khan Talpur and Mir Fateh
Khan Talpur by Miyan Abdul Nabi Kalhora (7).

The ruins of Khudaabad are spread over an
extensive area. The only surviving buildings are
those of Jam—e—Mas{id and the mausoleum of Miyan
Yar Mohammad Kalhora. The present paper deals
with the mausoleum of Miyan Yar Mohammad,
which has got interesting architectural features.

Mausoleum of Mivah Yar Mohammad Kalhora

Miyan Yar Mohammad Kalhora died in 1718
A.D. According to some scholars, he himself got his

46

www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com



KHUDA ABAD

mausoleum constructed (8). However, according to
local tradition the mausoleum was constructed by
Miyan Ghulam Shah. This presumption does not
appear to be correct. To the south of the
mausoleum of Miyan Yar Mohammad, is an
exci]uisitely carved stone grave of Miyan Shafi
Mohammad, the grand son of Miyan Yar
Mohammad. It contains a dated inscription which
indicates that the mausoleum was built prior to
1156 A.H./1742 A.D. (9%. The construction of the
mausoleum by Miyan Ghulam Shah, who ruled
from 1761 to 1772 A.D., therefore, seems to be
questionable. Miyan Ghulam Shah had constructed
a number of buildings. He usually mentioned the
fact that a particular building was constructed by
him through an inscriptional tablet. For instance,
the mausoleum of Miyan Nur Mohammad Kalhora
was constructed by him. This fact has clearly been
stated in one of the inscriptions affixed on the
southern entrance of the mausoleum (10).
Similarly main entrance to the Dargah of Lal
Shahbaz Qalandar was constructed by him. This
fact has also been mentioned by Mir Mohammad
Sabir Thattavi in versified form (11). No such
inscriptional or historical evidence is available to
confirm that the mausoleum of Miyan Yar
Mohammad was constructed by Miyan Ghulam
Shah. In all probability, the construction of the
mausoleum was started by Miyan Yar Mohammad
during his life time and completed by his son Miyan
Nur Mohammad.

The mausoleum of Miyan Yar Mohammad is
located in a walled enclosure having a height of
about five feet. The edifice is erected on the
western side of the enclosure, on a raised platform.
It is 214' long and 105' wide with a height of 8'
from the ground level. The entrance to the
mausoleum complex is through a gate, which
projects inside the courtyard. The entrance is infact
within a high arched alcove measuring 32' x 22'. It
is topped by a squat dome. The arched alcove is
flanked by two square recessed panel on each side
arranged in vertical order. The parapet is bedecked
with merlons. The entire gate was originally
embellished with colour glazed tiles. But due to
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weatheric effects, almost all the tiles have either
been fallen down or have lost their colour and
glaze. To the right of arched ga,teway iS a mosque

ujlt by Miyan Yar Mohammad. However due to ill
conceived repairs undertaken from time to time, it
has lost its original features to a great extent.

The present writer, who has made an indepth
study of the Kalhora Funerary Memorial architecture,
has come to the conclusion that it has greatly been
influenced by the funerary architecture of Sayyed
and Lodhi periods (1414-1526 A.D), which in turn
had got inspirations from the Central Asian
architectural traditions. (12). All the ingredients of
Sayyed and Lodhi periods architecture such as
entrance (Peshtaq), super-structure, facade etc., are
full represented by the Kalhora funerary
architecture. In some of the mausolea of Kalhora
period, there is a provision of Ambulatory Gallery,
which has been borrowed from the Seraiki
Architecture (132. The mausoleum of Miyan Yar
Mohamad is the first Kalhora Funerary Memorial, the
conceptual plan of which is mostly based on Sayyed
and Lodhi periods architecture. It also served as
model for the subsequent mausolea/tombs
constructed during the Kalhora period. The

rominent architectural features of the mausoleum of
iyan Yar Mohammad are described as under:

A3

[. General Plan

The mausoleum is a lofty structure of square
shape measuring 53' externally. Internally the
mausoleum is octagonal on plan. This has been
achieved through an innovative device. A deep
arched recess above the dado level is alternating
with a low arched recess at each cardinal point.
Thus- the square ground plan has been developed
into a domed octagon internally. Each corner arch
in fact serves the purpose of a squinch for raising
the super-structure of a dome.

({. Ambulatory Gallery

There is a vaulted gallery on the upper part of
the squinches, which also marks the zone of
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transition for the dome. The gallery is approachable*
through a ﬂiﬂht of steps provided in the thickness of
the wall with an entrance from the north* western
exterior corner. The ambulatory galle in the
mausoleum of Miyan Yar Mohammad ana in some
other Kalhora tombs has been provided as a mark of
veneration. Because Kalhoras deriving their descent
from Hazrat Abbas, the paternal uncle of the Holy
Prophet (P.B.U.H) were held in high esteem. They
were infact the 'Spiritual Guide' for their devotees.

*

({{. Dome

The drum of the hemispherical dome forming*
Uﬁpel’ part of the ambulatory gallery is 15'-9" in dia. -
The lower part of the drum is pierced -at regular
intervals by arched windows (clerestory) which are
filled with a pair of grills on exterior and interiof,
each composed of beautiful arabesque and geometric
designs. The provision of clerestory provides proper
ventilation inside 'the burial chamber and keeps its
interior quite airy and pleasant. The dome is crowned
by a finial made-up of beads. ‘ : :

[V. Burial Chamber LT s

The grave of Miyan Yar Mohammad is in the’
centre of the burial chamber constructed over a-
raised platform measuring 13' x 8' % 2%2'. It has a.
wooden canopy over it. The grave of Mohammad
Khan son of Miyan Yar Mohammad is located in the-
arched recess towards the western end. It is also
erected on a raised platform. In the south of-the
burial chamber there is a grave of Miyan Shafi
Mohammad sén of Mohammad Khan. It_contains a
railing constructed with exquisitely carved stones
depicting beautiful geometrical patterns. The burial®
chamber was ‘originally decorated ‘with floral
paintings. But it has now been white-washed. The-
interior surface of the dome is divided into several
registers. Each ‘register' is painted with floral
desighs in different colours i.e. yellow, red anhd
g’reen. The dado is’ bedecked with glazed tiles ‘of

ifferent geometrical patterns. The floor- is covered
with green glazed tiles. .
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V. Entrance

The notable feature of the mausoleum s its
monumental entrance. Its height is 39' including
the parapet. It has been so designed as to have the
central position in the shape of a recessed arched-
way set in an ornamental rectangular frame (32' x
22% covered with multi-colour tiles, occupying
nearly the total height of the structure almost to
the parapet. Within this arched recess is the
doorway (5'x2%2') of the beam and bracket order.
The space above the apex of the arch bein
occupied b?/ an arched window. It is fitted wit
beautiful tiled lattice work. On both sides of the
ornamental rectangular frame, there are three
blind arches one upon the other giving an
impression as if the building contains more than
one storey. This device is represented at its best in
the Jam-e-Masjid, Khudaabad, which was
constructed by Miyan Yar Mohammad. Where from
this device was originated and how it came to be
used in the tombs of SaKyed and Lodhi periods and
subsequently in the Kalhora architecture has been
discussed in one of the articles of the present
writer (14). There is a minerat on each corner of
the ornamental frame which is decorated with
multi-colour glazed tiles. The interior of the
recessed arch is richly covered with colourful tiles.
Worth-mentioning is a square panel measuring 10'.
It contains 240 square tiles. The panel is
dominated by a star pattern of exceptional beauty.

VL. Facade

The remaining three sides of the mausoleum
have been adorned according to a well thought-out
plan, with coloured tiles containing floral and
geometrical designs. Each side is relieved with three
equal arched recesses (23' x 14' x 1»') terminating
at squinch level. High-up around the three sides,
touching the apex of the arched recess (below) are
rows of nine arched windows fitted with perforated
terracotta screens of geometric tracery. Each corner
of the mausoleum contains a eight pillared kiosk
which further adds to its beauty and grandeur.
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VIl. Wooden Batons/Dandas

There is a collection of wooden batons inside the
mausoleum. According to Cousens, these were
meant to show that Sindh was taken over by
Kalhoras easily from the Panwhars, as the former did
not have to use their swords (15). A 'Danda' or
wooden baton is undoubtedly an emblem of power.
But the view expressed by Cousens is not very much
convincing. There is a common practice in some
parts of the country that whenever the supplication
of a devotee is granted by Allah through the blessing
of a saintly person, something is offered at his grave
as a mark of gratitude. For instance at the
mausoleum of Miyan Nur Mohammad, one can find a
number of Yokes. The yoke is an emblem of
agriculture. Since  Kalhoras were basically
agriculturists so the 'Yoke' in a sense is symbolic
representation. However according to a local tradition
childless people come to the grave of Miyan Nur
Mohammad with bequeaths for a child. When they
are blessed with twins, the same are presented at
the grave with a model yoke on their necks. After the
rituals are over, the happy parents take their twins,
while the yokes are left at the grave (16). Likewise at
the mausoleum of Sadan Shaheed circa 13" century
A.D) in Muzaffargarh District, instead of Yoke,
miniature cradle is offered(17).

VIIl. Graves outside the Burial Chamber

Outside the burial chamber and close to the
enclosure wall on its both sides are several graves
of the members of Kalhora family and Faqirs. A
wagon vaulted tomb of Miyan Mohammad son of
Miyan Nur Mohammad is in the north-western
corner. The graves of Mohammad Daud and
Ghulam Husain are in the northern side of the
enclosure. On the southern side are the graves of
Mir Muhammad, brother of Miyan Yar Mohammad
and Ali Mohammad, his cousin. All these graves are
crowned by beautiful domes, bedecked with
inverted lotus on their tops.

In short the mausoleum of Miyan Yar Mohammad
stands out to be the most heautiful funerary memorial
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of the Kalhora dynasty. However, this glitterin% jewel
of Kalhora architecture is gradua(ly loosing its beauty
and splendours, due to weatheric effects and
continued neglect.
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There are two Khuda abads, which are apt to
be confused the one with the other, one of which is
about two miles from New Hala, which was ‘the
chief seat of the Talpur chiefs of Sindh before they
shifted to Haidarabad, and where several of them
have been interred, and Khuda abad upon the
railway, between Sehwan and Dadu, about seven
miles south of the latter place. It is the remains at
the latter place that I am now describing. It was for
some time the capital of the Kalhorahs, whence
they moved, first to Mmuhammadabad and then to
Allahabad - two newly established towns-and finally
settled down at Haidarabad. It was the head-
quarters of Main Nur Muhammad, and it was a
large town when the Mian's court was there, but it
soon sank into insignificance, as all those
mushroom towns did when the court abandoned
them. It is now an extensive area covered with the
ruins of its unsubstantial buildings. The Tuhfat-ul-
Kiram speaks of Mian Muhammad Sarfraz Khan,
after the death of his father, Ghulam Shah, as- '
returning to the newly-built town of Khudabad; 'and
it was at Khudabad that, on the flight of Sarfraz
Khan, his brother, Mahmud Khan, was placed upon
the throne. Mir Bijar also fixed his head-quarters
for a time at Khudabad when he summoned Mian
Abdunabi from Haidarabad to the thone, the latter
being lodged in the palace of Sarfraz at that place,
and here they made their head-quarters for the
time being.

In the midst of the ruins of the old town, and
within a quarter of a mile of the railway station,
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stands the great massive Jami Masjid, a building
now deserted and neglected. It has been lavishly
adorned with enameled tiles, which have been
shamefully damaged by people trying to pick them
out. The corners of every tile, within reach, have
been chipped away in the endeavour to lever the
tiles out of their setting; but the cement refused to
yield and so the walls have been left pitted at over
by the vandals. On either side of the entrance to
the mosque is a beautiful panel which is quite the
best thing in tiles to be found in Sindh. Unlike the
general run of designs which, however floral the
pattern, are disposed, more or less, in geometrical
forms, this design revels in its very realistic and
unconventional treatment. It represents a tall and
graceful plant of the lily order, whose lanceolate
leaves, flowers, and buds sprout from the central
stem and fall over right and left in easy natural
curves. It has not the slightest stiffness, and is full
of soft flowing lines, which produce a very pleasing
effect. The whole plant is white upon a dark blue
ground. Both panels, which are alike, have suffered
at the hands of the desp0|ler but not to the extent
of the walls within. It looks as if the beauty of the
panels had whose mischievous fingers have
disfigured the interior. Inside the three arched
entrances to the mosque, is some very prettily
designed vaulting.

The great tomb of Yar Muhammad, the first
Kalhorah ruler of Sindh, which is some little
distance to the west of the Jami Masjid, is a square
massive building, the front of which is fully
decorated with enameled tiles. High up around the
other three sides of the building, and Ilghtlngll the
gallery around the dome within, are rows of large
arched windows fitted with perforated terra-cotta
screens of delicate geometric tracdery. Similar
windows, upon the front, are fitted with perforated
glazed tiles. Suspended around the tomb, within, is
a great collection of clubs or stout sticks placed
there to show how easily Sindh was taken from the
Panwhars by the Kalhorahs, swords not having
been necessary.
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The great panel of coloured tiles above the
entrance is a remarkable piece of work. Nearly ten
feet square, it is made up of no less than 240
square tiles, no two, except in the outer border,
being alike. The usual way in which these large
single pattern panels are drawn out by the present
makers, is by laying the plain tiles out upon the
ground, closely packed to the same size as the
panel, and then drawing and painting in the pattern
as if the whole were one flat surface, and wit what
success, may be judged from the photograph. The
tiles are then again fired to fix the colours, and
attached to the building in their respective
positions to reproduce the design. In this case, the
great size of the panel must have made this a
difficult piece of work, considering the rough tools
and appliances used. The result, however, is
perfect. The large arched panels on either side of
this, and below, are also worked out in the same
way, though their designs, being that of a diaper,
do not produce the same effect. The great central
panel recalls, somewhat, the great rose windows in
Gothic work.

It was Mian Yar Muhammad who, after
wandering about northern Sindh and Baluchistan
upon warlike expeditions, settled down at
Khudabad on wresting it from the Panwhars, and it
was he who gave it that name. He died in A.H.
1131 (A.D. 1718). ’

The mausoleum of Mian Nur Muhammad, the son
of Mian Yar Muhamamd, is situated seven miles to
the north-east of Daulatpur, and about eighteen
miles to the east by south from Khudabad. It, too, is
a massive building of the msame style as Yar
Muhammad's though not so fully decorated,
whitewash entering more into the general scheme of
decoration. It is surrounded by other smaller
buildings. Like the tomb of Shahbaz at Sehwan, the
dome is surmounted by a lantern. There is nothing of
any special interest about the building other than
that it is the last resting place of the second of the
Kalhorah Chiefs.

(Antiquities of Sindh)
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