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KHUDAABAD 

HISTORY OF KHUDA ABAD CITY 
By 

M. H. PANHWAR 

lntroduction 
Shikarpur renamed as Khudabad was capital city 

of Panhwars .  It was located in the centre of a 
number of their settlements in  the present Dadu, 
Johi

h 
Nathan Shah and Sehwan talukas, but ca l led 

Bag ban, Bubaka n  and Neru n  Qila or Nerun Kot 
Parg unas of Sehwan Sarkar in the sixteenth century. 
The other important towns of theirs were Akbarabad 
{near Chhin i  or Chhin i  itself), Samtan i  in  Sehwan 
taluka and Garhi ( 13 ki lometres north-west of 
Kakar).  After conquering Khairpur Nathan Shah, 
Dadu, Johi a nd Sehwan tal ukas from Panhwars, 
Ka lhoras renamed Shikarpur as Khudabad, Fatehpur 
as Garhi a nd Akbarabad as Chhin i .  This may have 
been done after Yar Muhammad Kalhoro was g iven 
Sanad and title Khuda Yar Khan by emperor 
Aurangzeb, to ru le the area . This town now in ru ins 
was 12 ki lometre south of Dadu and was about 1 . . 6 
kilometre long north to south a nd 3.2 ki lometres east 
to west. This location for township was selected as a 
branch of the River Indus was flowing about 1/z 
kilometre to its west. The branch had become main 
river some times in the fou rteenth century and was 
aba ndoned before· t.he end of . 16th century and took 
off from the River Indus between Mehar and Radhan, 
passed a long a l ignment of ·lakes Maha, Jakhpari ,  
Sutiaro, Pir Ghunio and Ta lti, and even after change 
of course some water passed through it as Wa hur 
and as a perenn ial stream, either from the river or 
the Western Nara, which in turn took off from the 
river above Sukkur. The Western Nara, which was 
perenniai  cha nnel of the river, cou ld a lso supply 
water to Khudabad easi ly as the town was at lower 
level than the Nara .  
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KHUDAABAD 
- It seems that in  Sam mas' reoe l l ion against 

Soomras Pa n hwa rs, who were settled mostly in 
lower S indh,  were re-settled on the western branch 
of the River Indus, wh ich passed from Rcijankot to 
Thul and then to Ja nani  (2 ki lometres' west of 
Wara h  town),  ·where from it reached the Mancha r  
Lake . When the a bove change o f  cou rse o f  river 
from Radhan ... Mehar to Ta lti took p lace, Pa nhwars 
occu pied both of its banks with active assista nce of 
Sa mrnas. · 

The concentration of Pa n hwars' settlement at 
the present is near this bra nch and 9lso the 
,��s1tern Nara .  They were settled near Soomra 
str,bng-hold Janan i  . (c.)�) too, as  they 'bu i lt tar,i ,,,important cana l  Panhwa-rki, wh ich even now 
�a;i<es off from Wara h  Branch and is located a long 
the old a l ign ment of western bra nch' of the Indus of 
�fl� tourteenth century. · · 

l/.r;�Pa nhwa rs' rise to power and  fa l l  is d iscussed in  
iparagra ph that fol lows. The sou rces used a re 
;Ma:thar Sha h  Jehan i  for Panhwa rs, "History of 
\K:alMoras" by· a Fa kir ca l led Wakeit-I-S indh,  ed ited 
�15yrHY1cM urdo and a uthor's pe·rsona l  knowledge of 
tlh'<� .. ;'tlrea when he had travel led vastly i n  S inah in  
'co<nflection of g round 'water investigation and land 
trecJC]mation by bu l ltlozers .  

,Origin and rise of Kalhoras 
Kal horas were a loca l Sjndl)i tribe and l i ke 

·saoQ�\ras, Sa m mas a nd 'Pan hwa rs ca l led . themselves 
joµts'1aers.  'Ka lhoras claim their descent from M iyan 
.odWanno, who 'm igrated to Makran a nd his son 
·M.u1hammad,  a mend ica ·nt, who had by d ifferent 
'"wives· 18 sons, two of · whom a re importa nt; one 'ba\J(:( a n  ancestor of Da udpottas of Bahawa lpur  and  
'other J whose descendants a re Ka lhoras .  The· first 
most important figu re in  h istory was Adam Shah'­
�lip,', was ·a d isci .ple of Mehdi  o{ Ja unpur  and  �ad 
collected large number of mendica nts a round him. 
He resided i n  Chand uka Pa rg una,  which area vyas 
assigr,i'eci to h im by Abdur Rah im Khan Khanan,  
whe"n .the latter sought blessings of the former for 
con'quest of S indh from M irza J�(ii Beg . !31essings 

·4 
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KHUDAABAD 
were g iven in return for protection of his people 
and  territory by the powerfu l M ug ha ls, but th is 
protection lasted only nine yea rs . Ada m  Shah and  
h is  fol lowers kept extending a rea u nder their 
control by usurping 'la nds of their neig h bours . .  T.ne 
aggrieved compla ined to Mugha l  governor  of 
Multan,  who ra ided and captured Adam Shah and 
took  h im to Mu ltan,  where he was put to death . To 
the ir  l uck a friend i n  the cap ita l brought h is body to 
Su kku r. This friend, a civi officer, estab l ished h is 
son M i ·ya n pa ud in  the cha ir  of their fath�r. 
M cM u rdo  th inks that it is possib le that these two 
action? were ta ken,  the fi rst to create a severe 
exa mp l_e and  the second that government may not 
be subverted by roa ming mend icants . M iyan Daud 
was succeeded by M iyan I lyas and the latter was 
succeeded by h is brother M iya n Shah Ali, known as 
Shahe l  M uhammad in the mid seventeenth century. 
He i ncreased number of fol lowers a nd resources of 
land . It was his fol lowers who .attacked Abra a nd 
Sang i  zamindars, drove them out a nd d ivided their 
lands a mong themselves. It a lso a ppears that 
s imu ltaneously they had confl ict with Pa n hwars, 
who then  were settled on a bra nch cana l  ca l led 
Pa nhwarki in Ka mber-Wara h  ta lukas .  Pan hwars 
then seem to have moved out of the a rea and  
concentrated in  present northern Dadu d istrict. O n  
com pla int from the Abras, the M u g h a l  governor  of 
Bakhar defeated the Fakirs in a number of battles .  
Shahel M uhammad was ki l led, though Fa kirs by 
this t ime had ga ined experience of warfare and had 
fought  wel l .  

M iya n Nasir succeeded his uncle Shahe l  
M u h a m mad in 1658 .  Under h im as sa int, h is Fa kirs 
assu med the cha racteristic of m i l itary bevy. It was 
worse period of Little Ice Age, d iscussed separate ly 
be low and due to it famine and pesti lence raged 
not · on ly  the whole province but also the whole 
northern atmosphere of, world, d iscussed 
sepa rately. The cold spel l ,  d rought and less water 
in the river faci l itated encroach ments, wh ich 
contin ued and provided opportun ities, wh ich 
Ka lhoras did not miss and occupied more and more 
territories and when attacked, esca ped . Fina l ly  
negotiations were opened to M iya n Nasir, but  he  
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KHUD,AABAD 
was a rrested· and sent to court of Alamgir  a nd 
repprted ly, whi le  being sent to Gawa l ia r  as· 
prisoner, he. escaped a nd led h is fol lowers. to 
Pan hwars' d istrict, captured their im porta nt town 
Garh i, made i t  h is  ca pita l and  was successfu l in  
opposing Mughal  Suba hdar (Subedar) of Bakhar 
mi l ita ri ly .  Even during this period,  he got Pa rguna  
of  La khat on lease from governor of  Sehwa n, wh ich 
was fol lowed by acqu isitions of other parts of 
s imi lar  natu re .  Thus he was ab le  to assume role of 
an organ ised govern ment. D r. Ghu lam M u hammad 
La kho i s  of  the opin ion that story of escaping is 
concrn;:ted on ly  to g ive h im  cred it for his bravery. In 
the opin ion of the present a uthor it was meant to 
show its s imi larity with Sh ivaji 's escaping from 
Mugha l  cou rt. Actua l ly  it may have been effect of 
Little Ice Age, Which reached its worst in  1665 AD 
and led to compromise by em peror. 

M iyan Nasir was attacked by governor of Siwi 
(Sibi) to dis lodge the Fa kirs but after repeated 
defeats a11d d isgrace was replaced by Sha ikh 
Jehan .  The· latter, though a ided by Suba hda r of 
Bakhar, was ki l led .in  surprise attack near Ka rela 
vi l lage. O n  M iya n Nasir's death in 1691  AD he was 
succeeded by his son Din M uha mmad . Pa nhwars 
then waged a wa r aga inst Ka l horas but were 
suppressed and the ir  lands occupied by D in  
Muhammad .  

To avenge death of Shaikh Jehan, Prince 
Muizuddin, governor of Mu ltan,  marched himself, but 
Din M u ha mmad sent h is brother Yar Muhammad for 
negotiations, 'wh ich were successfu l .  Whi le the prince 
was returning, some ignorant Fakirs attacked the 
roya l forces from beh ir:id in Ghotki district and the 
infuriated prince destroyed Garhi and other important 
towns of the area . Dr N. A. Ba loch states that 
mosque at Garhi was built by Mughals, who in  fact 
had burnt the town.  Din Muhammad persona l ly  went 
to the camp of prince to procure pardon, but 
meanwhi le his brother Yar Muhammad opposed 
Mughals, defeated them and their two important high 
ranking officers namely; Raja Gaj Singh Bhatia and 

. Raja Suruj were ki l led. The prince who was satisfied 
with burn ing and destroying Ga rh i  and other towns, 
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KHUDAABAD 
retired to Mu ltan and put Din Muhammad to death . 

H owever, Ya r Muhammad was una ble to regain 
h is territories, which Panhwars and other tri bes 
occu pied d uring Mugha l  i ntervention and he led his 
adherents to Ka lat, where Brahu is considering 
them as enemies attacked them, but after 
negotiations he was g iven an asylum in 1699 AD 
(IIII AH) . In  the m�antime Panhwars re-occu pied 
their lost territories . 

In 170 1 M iyan Yar Muhammad was invited by 
Sera i  ch iefta ins from Ka lat to help in re­
establishment of his family and he accepted the 
offer. Brahu is too joined h im.  They conquered 
Murgpur (Markhpur) and Fatehpur (Garhi) from 
Afglians or Siwi who were appointed to look after 
them on behalf of Muhgals. The success was so rapid 
that people assembled around their standard 1=1nd in  a 
few months he conquered from Panhwars their 
capital town Shikarpur, which was renamed as 
Khudabad, after Mughals awarded him the title 
Khuda Yar Kha n .  Pan liwars sti l l  persuaded their case 
with M uizuddin, but Miyan Yar Muhammad succeeded 
persuading the prince to a l low him to act as an agent 
of imperial government. A farman was issued giving 
him title of Khuda Yar Khan .  This ended Panhwars 
strugg le to become and remain Mughals' contractors 
on fixed payment. As a result of this compromise of 
Yar M uhammad with Mughals, Panhwars lost most of 
their fertile lands to Ka lhoras. 

The Little lee Age facilitated rise of Kafhoras 
Al l  this was caused by Little Ice Age which 

g ripped the whole world in  cold and d rought from 
1430-1850 AD, for some 400 yea rs and Sindh from 
1550-170 0  AD and again from 1750 to 1850 AD. It 
is described below. 

The cl imate has never remained constant even 
for a century, but major fluctuations are only a few.  
The period from 8500 BC to 2000 BC, was wet period 
with ra infa l l  2 112 times than to-day and then it was 
intermittently arid and super-arid up to about 500 
AD . The period 700-900 AD, was dry and arid and 
900-1250 AD was wet and warm period . From 1250 
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KHUDAABAD 
to 1550 AD, was moderately dry, but 1550-1700 AD, 
vyas a colder period with low ra infa l l ,  longer winter 
and shorter summer seasons, low river discharge, 
less water in the river, many canals drying up or 
flowing late and receding early, making only short 
summer season crops a possibi l ity. Winters were 
Jong, but with l imited water in the river. Main 
summer crop was rice; but on ly' short season, poor 
qual ity rice with low yields grew. As rainfa l l  was less, 
the Thar  and Kohistan pastures vyere poor and 
supported less an imals and human popu lation .  On 
the top of it Arghun,  Tarkhan and Mughals, .who had 
left their lands d ue to arid ity caused by the Little Ice 
Age, were interested in only col lecting taxes . No 
attention ·was paid to silt clearance.of canals and they 
choked up, further reducing the areas un'der 
cultivation, producing less food, causing famine 
conaitions to prevai l  and many tribes went· into 
rebel lion aga inst the government, wh ich invarfably 
used force. As' "Little Ice Age" became severe, more 
people from 'the Centra l Asia a r:id Iran migrated to 
Mugha l Delhi in search of jobs, food and shelter and 
th is caused further pressure to col lect more taxes 
and consequently more rebel l io11s by loca l 
comm'un ities. The worst period of the Little Ice Age 
was 1665 AD, when revenue to the government from 

'Thatta Sarkar retfuced to 20% of 1600 AD . The 
situation was the same in the whole Mughal Empire, 
which started breaking up by local rebell ions, 
plan ned or unplanned .  In this turmoi l ,  in  Sindh the 
centre of rebel l ion was left bank of the River Indus 
below Rohri, where contours do not permit easy flo� 
of canals aga inst right bank where as canals could 
easi ly flow from Kandhkot to Sehwan .  The tribes on 
the left bank were in rebell io.n ,soon after 1550 AD, 
but on the right bank went into rebel l ion after about 
16:20 AD . Sindh's popu lation had majority of Samma 
tribes accounting for more than fifty percent, 
fol lowed by Soomras, then HJndus and lastly Brauhi  
tribes of Baluoch istan.  

The Samma tri bes and many sub-castes, and 
on ly  Samejas,· who formed majority of them, were 
lead ing rebel l ions. Sam mas of rig h _t · bank of the 
river well p laced for favou ra ble flow of ca na ls  
rebelled less. The Sa mmas who had lost to 
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Arg h u ns, after deat.h of Feroz Shah in  Gujarat in  
1 539 AD, had lost centra l leadersh ip  and  their 
rebel l ions were crushed with i ron hand by M ugha l  
governors .  There was a vacu um of  leadersh ip  for 
re-ta keover from th� conquerors, but fa mines a nd 
sta rvatioFl ca nnot prod uce leadersh ip .  It had to be 
a m i racle, a kind of fa ith i n  the leadersh ip, respect 
for them and some u n it ing impu lse or  magnetic 
attraction .  Many tribes tried to ta keover from 
wea kening Mugha l  governors, but the centra l 
leadersh ip  lacked and fi na l ly  Ka lhoras succeeded 
in removi ng their adversaries- Daud pottas, Abras, 
Sang is, Pa nhwa rs and others,· by themselves being 
cons idered Pirs, sa ints or  holy men . Sameja tribes 
took lead ing pa rt in this strug�le and  were chased 
a n d  k i l led . Orders of Sehwan s governor  to bring  
one bu l lock ca rt load of Samejas' heads da i ly, 
shows extent of resista nce and massacre of this 
tribe .  Other tribes a lso rose and either joined 
Sa m mas or fought as a n  ind ivid ua l  tri be .  In .the 
process Sammas lost centra l leadersh ip  as they 
were chased from p lace to p lace and had tu rned 
into nomadic pastora ls in  Tha r. The ta king over of 
various a reas by various tri bes, refusing to pay 
taxes and fig hti ng M ugha l  officers shows genera l  
upris ing aga inst them u nder d isorgan ised and  
scattered leadersh ip  and  i n  smafl bands .  Some 
tribes l i ke Panhwars organ ised themselves as 
contractors to govern the land,  co l lect taxes a nd 
pay the government, but with no a im to throw out 
the Mugha ls .  Ka lhoras'  rise · is connected with the ir  
be ing mendicants (Sufi saints) and  therefore 
acqu i red hered ita ry ho l iness and obedience of not 
o n l y  the ir  fo l lowers, but a lso some kind of 
to lerance arnong other  sects and  a lso fo l lowers of 
other saihts . Ka lhoras a lso systematica l l y  tried to 
e l iminate riva l sa ints .  Among their fo l lowers were 
Ba lochi  ch �efs of Balochista n and D .  G .  Khan,  both 
ba rren a nd desolate a reas and more so d u 'e to 
Little Ice Age. They were wi l l i ng  to sacrifice the ir  
l ives for Ka lhora ca use, if the ir  descendants, kith 
a nd ki n tribes had futu re safeguards, wh ich 
Kalhoras offered by excavating new ciana ls, 
renovating old ones a nd settl ing these fo l lowers 
on  new lands . and g ra nting them jag irs, but 
expecting loya lty, supply of sold iers for future 
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KHUDAABAD 
wa rfa re aga inst Mugha ls  and  other enem ies a nd 
paying some amount of taxes . The centra l fig u re 
in their  success was "Hol iness of Ka lhora ru lers". 
The other tribes lacked this. Pa nhwars for exa mple  
d id  not excavate a s ing le  ca na l  for northern Dadu 
ta l u ka where they were concentrated i n  l a rge  
n u m bers. Ka lhoras seem to  be  least i nterested i n  
that a rea of  potentia l  opponents and the British 
had to g ive new mouth to Dadu Wah from Nasra n i  
to i rrigate the whole Dadu ta l uka instead o f  o n l y  
southern most one quarter . .  rn genera l  Ka lhoras 
offered spiritua l  sa lvation i n  after l ife and land a nd 
water for agricu ltu re i n  this world a nd people 
ra l l ied behind them.  

I t  seems that Panhwar chiefs fought Ka l horas 
not jointly but ind ividua l ly. M iya n Naseer 
conq uered Garhi from M ir  Pa nhwa r around 178 1 AD 
a nd Pa nhwars must have had control over the a rea 
at least for some 25 yea rs so as to bu i ld the town 
and a mosque, wh ich has survived more then 300 
years . They may have ta ken over the a rea soon 
after 1635 AD and paid fixed contractua l  amount to 
Mugha ls .  However th?it on fa l l  of Garhi to M iya n 
Naseer Panhwars of Sh ikarpur (Khuda bad) ,  
Akba rabad and Samtan i  d id  not ta ke any action, 
shows lack of un ity or Ka lhoras offering them some 
guarantees . Panhwars were a lways dependent on 
mi l ita ry help from Mu ltan-Delh i, whom they paid 
contractua l  amount most probably reg u larly and 
ma inta ined no strong army. Thus taking over of 
Sh ika rpur (Khudabad) from Qaiser Pa nhwar, 
without use of swords was mi l ita ry wea kness of 
Pan hwars .  Ka lhoras were the first South Asia ns to 
lead to the downfa l l  of Mugha l  Empire, fo l lowed 
s imu ltaneously by Marathas and later on in 
eig hteenth century by Sikhs. 

We are concerned here with Kh udabad a town 
of Panhwars, who probably had pa rts of Dadu 
d istrict specia l ly Khairpur Natha n Shah, Dadu ,  Johi  
and Sehwa n u nder contract from Mugha ls, poss ib ly 
latest from 1650 to 1700 AD and ca me in d i rect 
confl ict with Ka lhoras.  The strong point of Ka lhoras 
was being master cana l  bu i lders, and provid ing 
land they occu pied, cana l  water and settl ing their 
fo l lowers on such lands, in g ratitude of this,  these 
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tribes la id their l ives for a com bined cause of 
Ka lhoras as wel l  as their futu re generations, but 
ma king sure that they were not to be d isplaced 
from the lands once occupied . The heads of these 
tribes became Ka lhoras' Jagirdars and  gathered 
enoug h man power and strength to make other 
loca l tribes to su bmit to them peacefu l ly, a lthough 
they were to be converted into serfdom, i .e. tenant 
cu ltivators or  sma l l  land holders .  The miracle of 
being spiritua l  leaders has worked successfu l ly  in 
Sindh th roug hout the history. S imu ltaneously Sikhs 
under their sp iritua l  leaders were fighting Mugha ls, 
in the same way as Ka lhoras, ana Marahatas in 
South India . All this was ta king p lace when 
Aura ngzeb Ala mgir (the World Conqueror) had h is 
brothers e l im inated a nd h is father and a sister 
imprisoned in 1658 AD . The a nti -Mugha l  uprisings 
would have happened even if Akbar  the Great had 
retu rned back to preside over the Mugha l  Empire, 
as the Little Ice Age had reached its worse, not 
on ly  in S indh but through one word out the world . 
The World Conqueror was not persona l ly  . 
responsible for downfa l l  of his empire .  It was 
environ ment created by cl imatic cha nge.  If he 
Jm posed Jaziyah on H ind us, it was not h is 
intolera nce, but a method to reimburse h is 
treasury. If he became sta unch Sun n i, it was 
because he had no new territories to conq uer 
except the Sh ia kingdoms of South India with h is 
troops, who were Sunn is .  Cl imatic change had 
made it  difficult to ru le peacefu l ly  and he a nd h is 
noble men had to use methods exactly opposite to 
those of Akbar, to survive as long as they cou ld .  

Historical background of Panhwars of Dadu area 
Parguna  of Alore belonged to Dharejas, though 

people of  Pa war (Panhwar) clan · were settled there 
i .n large num bers. They possessed large number of 
ca mels and p l ied them to Jaisa lm ir, M u lta n and 
Qa ndhar. 

In the province of Neru n Qila (Nerun Kot) 
ta luka Johi ,  there were fou r  strea ms descending 
from the mou nta ins and used for cu ltivation.  The 
a rea belonged to Mach is, who paid no taxes . 
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Bakhtiar  Beg Tu rkhan exterminated them, named 
place as Akbarabad anq ha nded it over to 
Pa n hwa rs by names Isa, M usa, Daud ahd Ja la l  and 
they continued to occupy it. The a rea is recogn ised 
as part of Bag hban Parguna,  wh ich was i nha bited 
by Ma l iks, Pa n hwa rs, Abras; Samejas, Junejas, 
Burya h (Burrhas) and Bukya (Bug hias), a l l  of 
whom were peasa nts anp paid taxes. In Ka han 
(Ghaha) Parguna1.  Panhwars and Samejas out 
numbered others, were peacefu l peasants and 
accompa nied Jag i rdars to co l lect r.evenue.  
However, Ahmed Beg Khan,  gGvernor of  Sehwan, 
la id waste th is Parguna .  . 

In Bubakan Parguna, the tribes settl 'ed were 
Bubaks and Makhdooms (descenda nts of 
Ma khdoom Jafa r) ,  Sari1ejas, Dais, Sameja Bugh ias, 
Khawajas (new M usl ims) a nd Bahjahs tBajars? Or 
Baj har:s?) 

Parguna Junejah,  on the left bank of River 
Indus, had severa l tribes, Korejahs� Pa nhwa rs and 
·Shaikhs .  Al l  these three were peace loving and 
resisted the other tribes namely Samejas, Bugh ias 
and Chandias .  The Chandias had led Pargu nas of 
Baghban, Patar ( Pat) and Akba rabad to waste a nd 
Pan hwars· had suffered badly. In a n  attack oh 
Chandias, Bakhtiar Beg used Pa nhWars, Korejahs 
and some Samejas and ·  leaders of Pan hwars, Isa, 
M usa and Ja la l  to accompany him as gu ides. 
Cha nd ias' crop was cut down by Shamshir Khan 
with swords .  They a pproached Pa nhwars to act as 
mediators and Chandias accepted t�e peace terms.  

Fou r  ra in-fed streams from h i l ls, met north of 
Chhin i .  Their present names a re, Nari, Shol ,  Ka h i  
and the last one Ma lang, which may have been the 
ta i l  end of Naing . On these fqur  streams were 
settled fo'Ur Pan hwars; Musa, Isa, Daud, and Ja la l .  
The nearest vi l lage i s  Chh in l  and may be  i t  was 
na med .as Akbara bad by Ba khtiar Beg . In itia l ly  it 
was �art of Bag h ban Pargu na, but later on it was 
transferred to Nerun Kot (Nayrun Qi la) in Sehwan 
Sarkar. Pan hwars of Ghaha Pa rg una ca l led 
themse lves Qureshi and cla imed descent from Bibi 
Ha l ima the nurse of Prophet Muha mmad (PBU H) . 
Pa nhwars were a lso preseht in  Bubaka n  Pa rguna .  
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KHUDAABAD 
Samejas attacked Pan hwars and Koreja hs· i n  Ner:u n · 

Kot, Bubakan,  Baghban etc. Pa nhwa rs jointly with 
other col lected 5000 q1va lrymen anq foot soldiers, 
crossed the river and attacked Samejas .  Bahauddin 
Pa n hwar of Sarntani  afso joined _them and ki l led 
Samejas, leader Paryo and  saved Pan hwars froJTl 
fu rther attacks of Samejas. This battle Was fought 
.near tuchero village Ta luka Moro .  Up  to time of 
Shamshir  Khan Uzbek, Panhwars of Kahan could 
ra ise a fu l ly  equ ipped a rmy of 1000 horsemen ana 
4000-5000 foot sold iers .  

I n  Nayrun Qila, lands of Arbab Ba hauddjn were 
assessed on the basis i::>f 3 shares i.e:, 1;3r of the 
government and 2;3r� with Bahau,<;ldin and  in  case of 
peasants 4/9 was resumed and 5/9 left to peasants.. 
Isa, Musa, Daud and Jala l Panhwars paid on ly 1;3rd 
of produce.as land revenue and took 2;3rd. 

M i rza Yusuf in  1044 AH (1634 AD) subjected 
Pa nhwars' la nds nea r Akbara b.ad Wahi ,  to da bti 
system instead of crop sharing as 1f3rd share of the 
government and a lso ordered branding of -cattle 
and imposed tax on cattle abol ished by Akbar 
Badshah.  Ba hauddin Ra nhwar whoes vi l lage was 
Sa mtani  made good h i� esca pe in the dark of n ight 
but h is enem ies Arbab Al i  arid Arba b Daud Pan hwar 
d id not flee. M irza -Yusuf sent 41 of ch iefs of 
Panhwars to.asse'ss Bahauddin Panhwar's land by 
da bti ·syst�m. Ba hauddin had a l l  !41 Pan hwa r·ch iefs 
k i l led and ·escaped . Yusuf Beg put . a l l  of rest 
Pa n hwars, whether they were ch ief Arba bs, 
M uqaddams, Patwarjs or Qanungos, in ja i l .  

Panhwars then rebe l led a n d  attacked Bubaka n  
a nd Ka han with. he lp  df h i l l  tri bes. Ahmed Beg 
ca m e  out of Sehwa n and ca mped in Samta n i  the 
v i l l age . . -of Ba haudd in  · Pan hwatr. Ah med Beg 's  
brother Mirza Yusuf hpd not pa id the .so ld iers, · for 
4-5 months Cjn_d i.n · f.ormer's exped ition  .aga inst 
Panhwa r Bahaudd in,  he was defeated. Ahmed 
Beg had -10. Pa rg u nas of Sehwa n  and  part of 
Pa rguna  of  Chanaukf!, but  he  was.· defeated by 
Panhwars ti me and a ga�n .. · 

Shamasuddin (Shariru l  Mulk) sent Khawaja Arif 
to crush Sameja Thebas. Having fa iled he came to 
Akba rabad vi l lage of Pannwars. Here he came across 
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two Sameja guests of Panhwars and captured them. 
Panhwars protested, gave him a fight and defeated 
h is army and chased h im, but he killed two Samejas 
and rushed to Sehwan fort for safety. 

These incidents were turn ing point of Panhwars' 
rebel l ion and fina l ly  their occupying the present 
northern Dadu district and it may have led to 
Pan hwars being accepted as loca l  ru lers a nd 
payment of som� contract va lue .  What were their 
titles is not known . 

Khuda abad town under Kalhoras 
Khudabad was devastated and destroyed by 

Khosas in  1759 AD, when there was chaos in the 
country for some four  yea rs after Noor Muha m mad 
Ka lhora 's death and  Attur Khan wrote to Ghu l lam 
Shah to take over the reigns of  the government, as  
he had decided to leave the country. To avenge 
Khudabad's destruction Ghu l lam Shah crushed 
their power a nd had their leader Jafa r Khoso ki l led . 
The town never recovered fu l ly  as after 17 59 AD, 
due to recu rrence of Little Ice Age (1750-1850),  
level of water i n  the river went Clown and much 
water d id not flow through Mehar-Radhan-Maha­
Ta lti bra nch and a lso water in  the Western Nara 
cana l  reduced considerab ly  and the southern Dadu 
Wah from it did not carry adequate water. Khosas 
had ru ined a l most the whole city, leaving on ly  
Khudabad M osque and Yar Muhammad Klohara 's 
tom b .  The su burbs of town extended outside the 
mud fort on the east of Khudabad Mosque as wel l  
a s  o n  the west of Ya r Mu ham mad's tom b  a n d  a lso 
to north and south of the town .  Kalhoras had 
changed their ca pita l a number of times after 
1751- 1768 AD, due to continuous hydrolog ica l 
cha nges, seeking su ita b le spots on the new 
unsta ble and cha nging courses of the Indus 
between Ha la-Shahdadpur and Hyderabad-Sha ikh 
Bhirkiyo and abandoned Khudabad as capita l for J. good . The town and area .su rrounding it  being at 
ta i l  end of ca nal Dadu Wah, never fully recovered 
after it was burnt by Ta lpurs in  1781 AD. The 
British gave it a new mouth near Nasran i  and the 
who!e Dadu ta luka beca me prosperous, but with 
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opening of Dadu ca nal  from Sukku r Barrage it 
fu rther deteriorated . If water from the River Indus 
on u p-strea m side of Dadu-Moro bridge is injected 
into Dadu cana l  and because of no water-logg ing 
and  good soi ls, the Khuda bad-Bubak a rea ca n be 
tu rned i nto very ferti le land .  The ru ins of town a re 
a bove surround ings and it being fr(:!e from water­
logging, the surface soi ls were Being removed and 
put on adjo in ing in  fertile lands for at least the past, 
one centu ry ana now most of a rea of this h istorica l 
town is u nder cultivation except sma l l  v i l lage, 
wh ich was sh ifted there after 1942 floods . 

In 1906  such a n  earth m over was ab le  to fi nd  
a vessel fi l led with gold coins b u ried under  
g ro u nd and whi le  sell ing the coins, he was 
ca ug ht, tried by cou rt, treas u res confiscated and  
ja i led . Case was  i n  the  cou rt of  M u khtiarka r Dad u 
and  Sess ions Cou rt La rka n a .  It would be 
i nterestin g  to find  out fi na l  desti nation of this 
treasure .  Ka lhoras did not m int  any go ld or s i lver 
coins  and  these must have reached through trade 
channe ls, and  interesting study i n  itself of  
cou ntries S indh traded witli . 

Of the a rtifacts, present a uthor was shown six 
pieces of tobacco smoking pots of the era .  They a re 
h igh ly  decorative a nd the circu lar top being 
notched for decoration . It is not sure how they 
used them as hu bble-bubble top .  However they a re 
h igh ly decorative and  not s imi lar  to eighteenth 
century tobacco hold ing top of Hubble-bubole .  

The Kh udabad Mosque and Yar M uhammad's 
tom b  dating  back to 170 1 to 1719 are excel lent 
pieces of Kalhora a rchitecture specia l ly  in terms of 
Kash i  ti les of mosque and Kashi  g ri l l s  of tom b .  
Photog ra phs of them show excel lent workmanship 
in  b lue ti les .  Kash i  gri l ls of Yar Muhammad's tom b  
a re un ique  that they consist of sma l l  pieces 
prefa bricated by Kasliigars and g lazed both on 
ins ide and outside and assembled at the site ta fit 

t:. into windows pre-bui lt in  the origina l  structu re .  
Gri l l s  of  stone inva riably are in  s ingle pieces, but  in  
this case a few dozen pieces combined make an 
a rtistic p iece, a task d ifficu lt to execute as its 
p lann ing takes place before ki ln  firing of the 
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different p ieces. Besides th is, th irty two windows 
have ten d ifferent types of g ri l l s  and in task l ike 
th is, intercha ·ngeability is to be ensu red on the 
principles of mass prod uction . 

Im porta nce of Khudabad lies in the fact that 
both Sehwan and Thatta lost their  importc;mce 
socially, pol itica l ly  and commercia lly after Ka lhroas 
made it their ca pita l .  Kalhoras admin istrative and  
tax officers were H indu Ami ls, who proud ly  ca l led 
themselves Kh .udabadi Am i ls, showing their 
superiority over Amils from other areas like 
Hyderabad .  Khudabad then cou ld  easily be reached 
from north via the Wastern Nara canal flowing to 
its west or from .south via the Aral, the Manchar 
a nd the Western Nara .  Although Thatta was most 
important town of Sindh, but it too lost its 
importa nce g radua l ly. Decay of Thatta is well 
documented in travel accounts of Europeans and 
East Ind ia  Compa ny's employees trading during �hullam S�a h  Ka lhoro's rule ( 1759 - 1772 AD) . · 

Khudabad citY under Kalhoras 
1 .  Yar Muhammad took over Guchera·, Shikarpur of 

� upper Sindh, bui lt )Jy Daudpottas Garhi and 
� Kandiaro and also Larkana from nephew of Malak 

Allah Bux. 
2. The title Khuda Yar Khan to Yar: Muhammad 

· Kalhoro ca me from Aura ngzeb, who was i n  
Deccan then, fig hting Marathas after reducing 
Birar  and Golkanda J  two Sh ia states, wh ich hac;l 
control led Marathas for some 200 years. With 

· title Khuda Ya r Khan; 'he a lso go.f g overnor-shii;> 
of Si  bi  o 'r Siwi. 

· 

3 .  iomb of Yar· M1:1hammad was constructed by 
h imself at Khudabad .and not by Ghu l lam Shah 
as Gh ullam Rasu l  M ihar th inks .  It is erroneous 

. as art of decoration.of gri l l s  and g lazed tiles had 
started decaying after death of Ya r M uhammad 

. Kalhorn a nd it  was. com pa ratively wea k by 
1759.:1772 AD. 

4 .  At the end of·his ru le Noor M uhammad handed 
ovet Khudabad to •  h.is son M u radyab  and he 
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himself went to a new city Muh�m madabad,  
bu i lt by h im self. 

5. On 29th May 1759 Attur Khan wrote to Ghu l lam 
Shah that he was leaving the cou ntry and he 
and Ah med Yar Khan ca n do any th ing with 
succession .  Ghu l lam Shah reached La rka na and 
pun ished Khosas Sardars who had looted 
Khudabad, during chaos created by the d ispute 
of succession between the brothers after their' 
father's death . ' 

6 .  Khudabad (old) is reported in dispute between 
Abd ul  Nab i  a nd M i r  Fateh Al i .  The latter 
informing h im that h is troops wi l l  take h im 
safely to Khudabad, but he shou ld  not try to 
cross the River Indus a nd come on the left 
bank.  Khuda bad-II or Kh udabad N ew was a lso 
constructed by Ka l h roas. 

7. Ta lpurs burnt Khudabad in 1781 AD, after 
AbdulNabi had assassinated Mir Abdu l lah Khan 
a nd Mir Fateh Khan .  

8 .  City had decayed between 1758 to 1781  and then 
it ceased to exist. 

9 .  Khaif's description of the town in Namah-e­
Naghar states : "Its a i r  makes heart happy and its 
gardens entertain the heart .  Khudaad city was a 
model of parad ise. The fruits available there were 
orange, sanober, grapes and papers. There were 
trees of sanober and sarao. Among flowers were 
roses, chambel i, narg is, nasreen, ni lofar, sosa n, 
surnbu l, ha;rnrah and gu lkhera .  There were 
watercourses and Shikargarhs. "  

10 . Shaique describes Kalhora places in  centre of city 
and a garden ir:i the palace. The palace was lofty: 
The garden ca l led Alibagh had a swimming pool 
big and deep enough need ing a boat to move. 
Tlie story of swimming pool may be eu logy to 
p lease owr:iers. , 

FatehPur town 
M iyan Nasir conquered Garhi from Panhwars 

around 1681 AD and they re-occupied it, when ever 
Mug ha ls 'attacked Ka lhoras .  · 

17 

www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com



KHUDAABAD 
Miyan Din Muhammad with help of series 

conquered Garhi  (Fatehpur) from Mir Panhwar. Soon 
after death of M iyan Nasir, the local tribes including 1  
Panhwars had re-occupied lost territories, but Din 
Muhammad threw them out. Mir Panhwar complained 
to Governor of Mu lta n aga inst Ka lhoras.  The 
governor wrote to Subahdar of Sibi, M irza Khan 
Pathan to help Panhwar.s but he was unsuccessfu l. 
After death of Sha ikh Jehan and Din Muhammad's 
arrest, Ya r Muhammad with help of series reached 
Sarwa h and Naing in ta luka Hatri, cap.tured Sam�ani  
from Qaiser Panhwar, camped in Ghaha and sent 
troops under his brother Mir Muhammad, who 
captured Markhpur, Gahi Jamsheed, a nd freed 
Fatehpur from Panhwars .  Next Yar Muhammad took 
Ghauchera, Shikarpur (Khudabad), Garhi  and 
Kandiaro .  In his Wasiyat Miyan Noor M uham mad 
wil ls that Parguna Baghban, Kachho and Fatehpur to 
go to his brott.ler Muhammad Khan's son Fazal Al i .  

Present conditions of Knudabad Mosque 
Khudabad Mosque has two compartments 80x21 

and 80x25 feet and is 34 feet h igh .  The mosque had 
excel lent ti le work. These had deteriorated in some 
places and Archaeological Department under took 
renovation in n ineties of last cen�ury. The original  
ti les were removed new tiles of extremely poor 
designs d ifferent from orig inals and under burnt, 
have replaced the origina ls, some of which were 
thrown away i n  1979, and rest afterwards. Present 
writer copied one mosque tile and repeated over the 
tower of house 157-C, Unit No. 2, Latifabad, 
Hyderabad and cou ld .be inspected · by a ny one 
interested . Renovation is special ized job of 
archaeologists and others in the trade and not of 
engineers or DCOs. 

A futile attempt to re.tuvenate Khudaabad city 
Glory of Khudabad is known in Sindh as its 

capital  for nearly half a century. In terms of its 
suitabi l .ity for capita l  it gets temperature of 48°C 
every yea r in May. It is extremely humid from Ju ly to 
September with humidity at more than 80%·. In 
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winter d ry and ch i l ly north winds blow and before 
opening of Sukkur barrage, on the average there 
were seven n ights of frost and when water left 
outside del iberately, would turn into 3 to 6 inch layer 
of ice . In May-June there would be hot dust storms 
for 30 to 50 days ca l led "Chal iho" in Sindh i .  The 
i ntense April to .August heat does not a l low farmers 
to work out doors between 10 a . m .  to 5 p .m .  People 

. usua l ly  stay indoors from 9 am to 6 p .m .  High heat 
of Ju ly to September is a lso accompanied _by out 
break of mosquitoes, fol lowed by malaria in  a n  
epidemic from .  "'fihis is true o f  the whole Sindh north 
of Khudabad . As compared to it, .Hyderabad is 3°C, 
cooler in summer and warmer in winter during day 
a nd n ight. Hyderabad can have frost once in  a 
decade. 

In Hyderabad, there almost is regular wind in 
summer from April to September and ·humidity is not 
h igh.  There is dust in the sky but it reduces glaze, 
which is bl inding in Khudabad. This raises a question, 
why did Ka lhoras choose it as a capital for more than 
50 years? The reason was that their power base was 
north - western Sindh from Shikarpur to Sehwan and 
their important and trusted triba l fol lowers were also 
from that area . Many tribal heads were buried at 
M iyan Nasir's graveyard, a Westminster Abbey of 
Kalhoras, but their faith was Shaken when some 
chiefs, during Nadir Shah's attack betrayed Noor 

. Muhammad, who had to flee to Umarkot. Frazer 
writing in 1746 opinionated that ·had Noor Muhammad 
g iven him a battle, Nadir Shah would have been 
defeated . In Wasiyat Namah Noor Muhammad had, 
clearly mentioned that some tribal heads had 
betrayed him at the time of Nadir Shah's attack, 
which led to his humi l iation and therefore his sons 
have to be selective with regards to their loyalty. 

After dearth of Noor Muhamamd Ka lhoras and 
d ispute between brothers Khosas made immediate 
show off and destroyed Khudabad Khosas were their 
Murids who had betrayed, the rulers.  Retain ing of 
capita l at Khudabad was no longer necessary and 
Kalhoras searched a better place in the Sindh from 
Hala to Hyderabad climatical ly better for their own' 
movement during functionary-needs of state. 
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Pir Il lahi Bakhsh's became Minister for Education 

c;iriO Goth Suhar and Rura l  Development in 1938. He 
was elected from Dadu-Joh i  constituency and to 
restore glory of Khudabad only 5 miles from his 
vHlage, he planned a modern township for Khudabad. 
Two room quarters with veranda and courtyard to the 
south and a yard to the north for cattle was planned. 
It was simple mud brick construction with rustic door 
and windows and simple roof on acacia and ta111arisk 
oer;ims and rafters with sar grass sewn mats at the · 

top and fin ished with two to three inches thick clay 
layer with proper dra inage of roof. In principle it was 
an excel lent idea and looked l ike the present 
government quarters made with burnt bricks, steel 
gir.:ders and T-irons and roof fin ished with. brick tiles 
and cement plaster. 

The defect of scheme was that vil lagers were 
nev�r con;;ulted and on fin ishing of the whole colon .y, 
ttiey were asked to move in, but none did so. It was 
mC)de! construction for cheap houses in Sindh, but 
without loca l  participation was to rebound and 
collapse. The 1942 floods from Chak to Talti engulfed 
this colony and damaged it1 but it survived another 6 
years, when 1948 river floods brought it down 
completely. It stood opposite to the present Khudabad 
rai lway station and west of Dacrlu Sehwan road.  At 
thaf time the ruins of old Khudabad were visible in 
form of heaps of earth, but they disappeared 
gradual ly after above two floods. The colony was an 
oasis amid cluster of  huts between Dadu and Bhan 
Saeedabad . At that time there was no vision to make 
the ruined city a protected archaeologica l  site. In 
1941, accompanied by some students of Dadu and 
Mehar High Schools, I had visited Khudabad and 
Phaka to see Yar Muhammad Kalhoro's mosque and 
tomb and Pir Il lahi  Bakhsh colony at Khudabad.  
During the past sixty years ,there is  fast deterioration 
of these sites. In 1941 Sindh's popu lation was 4. 1 
mil l ions and· today it is ten times and so is pol lution 
and damage to envitonments and h istorical bui ldings. 
Today almost nothing is left of the site by 
encroachers. Since site was marke as agricu lture land 
on Deh maps, it was al lotted on the basis of Mahag 
rights and locals grabbed it. This is a short story of 
capita l of Sindh, no human being can see aga in .  

I 
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KHUDA ABAD AND ITS 
ARCHITECTONIC SUBURB 

By 
S. HAKIM AL.l SHAH BOKHARl 

Archeolog ica l  evidence of the bu i ld ing .actiyities, 
though in  embryonic state, assignab le tb 
homin idae, go back to a l l  but 2 million yea rs .  
Tang ib le human culture that abounds rest of  h ·is 

· ach ievements both spatia l l y  and materfa l l y  is 
showing in  could be second only to the war chest 
cost-wise. Also each pre, proto and h istoric episode 
is ornamented with and eva luated by its fu l l  and or 
fragmentary remnants leftover to the present and 
the futu re. 

Arch itecture both pub l ic and private, has been 
the index ind icative to some score of social, 
rel ig ious, "economic, pol itica l, artistic etc . ,  aspects 
of a c l ime and time, e?pecia l iy in  the past. Besides·, 
it ra n ks in the necessities of the l ife next to the 
food . Observing the vici n ity of Khudaabad (o ld) ,  
from the a rch itectura l  po int of view, we have some 
c lues and expressions of surviving private a nd 
reg na l  bu i ld ings of d ifferent kinds to assess the 
constructiona l  genius and capa bi l ity of the people 
of this part of Sind h .  Some of those however, a re 
described, in  fine, as fol low : 
(a)  Religious and Semi rel ig ious .(Mosques and 
Ma usolea) 

k i. Jamia Mosque Khuda abad 

The monument said to have been bui1t at the 
behest of Mian Ya r Moham med Ka lhorn, who ru led 
With Khudaabad (old) as h is ca pit?JI from A. D .  
1700-17 18/ 19 with the title Khuda Ya r kh an, is 
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now situated at the eastern verge of the Indus 
h ighway nea r the present vi l lage of Khudaabad .  

Its h igh ly  placed ma in  monu menta l gate/ porta l 
to the east is a pproacha ble by ten 'Ar:d ha -
chandra'  steps . The vast rectangu lar  now du l l  
cou rtya rd, six feet h ig her than the g round level is 
enclosed with a wa l l  rang ing in height from 6'-6" 
to 7'-6" including its dentate summit .  To the west 
of this cou rtyard is the double prayer chamber of 
the mosque entered through triple arched fac;:ade, 
of which centra l part looks l ike a !Jylon . It is rich ly  
decorated with azu lejos.  The lofy wa l led space 
behind the 'maqsura presently appea ring as a 
hypethra l ,  was o)nce covered with a flat roof and  
served as the a 1nte- 'a iwa n'  to the main prayer 
cha mber of the ]osque .  The im portant part of the 
monument is its western and  main 'Aiwa n'. Wh ich 
is d ivided and in er-communicated by two pa i rs of 
opposite arched pi lasters into three bays, each 
accessib le a lso through separate arched opening 
from the a nte-aiwan of the mosque.  

The mosque has been mentioned a lmost i n  a l l  
books on the arch itectura l  achievements made i n  
S indh;  particu larly  during A. D 18th. centu ry. It 
however, bears certa in curious, in itiative featu res 
besides, being s l ightly un-conventional  from the 
standard or classica l (save 'Kharoths') mosques 
bu i lt i n  this part of the province .  

Qu ite prominent and curious featu re, n o  l ike of 
wh ich is seen any where else in Sindh, is the d um py 
rampart raised on three sides (South, West, North) 
of the double 'Aiwan' of the mosque bu i lt during the 
British period perhaps as conservation measures, to 
substantiate the under mined foundations and a lso 
protects the wal ls and the m9sque from profa nation 
Today, however, this structure guards the mosq ue 
from the traffic hazards. An other strange feature is 
a cel lu lar  construction attached abextra to the 
eastern portion of the northern side of the platform .  
It comprises six cel ls of a lmost simi lar sha pe and 
l ittle d ifferent in sizes open to the north . They have 
'Gaya Prishtha Kriti' l ike cei l ings. The appropriate 
use and antiqu ity of this feature is yet questionable .  
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COVERED GALLERIES 
Though the author has beholden the featu re 

i n itiated in  a very rude form· in the h istorica l 
mosq ue at Samtan i ,  yet it is intr.oduced as a n  
e laborate la byrinth a t  Khuda bad . The ga l leries 
ra ng ing from 70 to 80 centimetres in  width a re 
coverea with 18 cupolas exclud ing the th ree main 
domes span n ing the bays of the Mosq ue.  In 'a l l  
there a re 2 1  domes o f  four  d ifferent sizes arra nged 
long itud ina l ly  in three rows of seven domes each . 
The ga l leries are l it to some extent by 12 latticed 
windows opening both on exterior and interior. 
Besides, fou r  gri lled windows are fu rn ished in  the 
ga l leries constructed on the pi lastered a rches 
between three main domes coveri ng the bays .  
Access rather adit to this Labyrinth ine super 
structure is provided from two points : from north­
eastern corner of the roof of the western "Aiwa n"  
and 2 hypaethrus l ike in let from the roof by  
descend ing six steps from northern bays of  the 
Mosq ue.  

· 

Otherwise conventional  bu i ld ing of the Mosq ue 
stra ngely lacsk certa in customary element as 
minarets, 'Pushkaran i ', Ambo etc. Aesthetica l ly, 
however, its g lazed ti le panels on either side of the 
entra nce are reckoned the best in  Sindh beca use of 
their eu rhythmy: 

ii. Ancient mosque at village Noorja 
The mosque is situated in vil lage, Deh and Tapo 

Noorja of ta luqo Dadu .  It is about 3 kilometres and 
two ki lometres away respectively from vil lage 
Ameenani and new Chanerath . According to. a 
tradition the vil lage (Noorja) was founded by M ian 
Noor Mohammei:f Ka lhoro while r.ul ing from 
Khudabad . The site is located on the bank of 'Phitto' 
an abandoned flood channel parting from the River 
Indus about 10 kilometres north and reach ing 
probably Manchhur area via Khuda bad and. served as 
ferry for the latter and many other places enroute. 

Located to the west of the present vi l lge and 
beside the newly bui lt primary schoo l, the residue 
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of a n  ancient mosq ue is noticeable on a n  e levated 
place, which obviously represent the remains of 
sti l l  g reater a ntiqu ity. The long axis of the mosq ue 
is  p lan ned in  th ree width wise bays partia l ly  
sepa rated by massive pi lasters taking the load of 
traversing a rches . Each bay was covered with a 
dome (only a frag ment of the southern dome now 
survive) . The whole structure was made of sun­
dried bricks . Burnt bricks were, however, used 
sparsely in  the super structure i . e  domes and 
a rches. The n iches in the western wa l l  and the 
windows in northern and southern wa l ls of the 
'Zu l la '  were set in  s l ightly pointed a rches sunk i n  
bigger a rches of the identica l shape i n  the interior 
of the mosque .  The domes were ris ing directly from 
the extrados of the a rches. A n iche in the western 
wa l l  was decorated with a pattern showing trip le 
a rched lowly set panels and a corn ice below the 
sta lactite ·work in  its intrado and the back surface. 
The surviva ls are in a n  irrepara ble state now. 

iii. Ancient mosque in village New Chanerath 
A very ?imple mosque at vi l lage and Deh New 

Chanerath, Tapo Noorja is s ituated at a d ista nce of 
some 11-�2 ki lometres from Dadu .  The prayer 
chamber of this mosque bui lt with adobe. is sub­
d ivided in  th ree bays. Smal l  'Sahn'  enclosed with a 
low wal l  had ·an access from the east. The arches 
were actua l ly  cusped of which some traces were 
visible. Burnt bricks were used at some places in  the 
arches and in  domes. The squinches in  the interior 
a re bui lt above the cornice runn ing over the a rches . 
Also there a re some ind ication of sta�actite work. 
Each of the th ree bays is covered with a dome and 
entered separately th rough an arched opening . Each 
dome is surmounted with a fin ia l .  Fin ia ls a lso 
occurred on four  corners and at the ends of the 
centra l pylon- l ike feature. Traces of l ime plaster 
were a lso visible at some places . The southern and 
northern wal ls had decorative arched panels with 
few smal l  perforations to admit l ight and the a ir. 
The mosque is in a very bad state of preservation .  
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iv. Old mosque at villa!!e Phakka 

The Ja m ia Mosque located at vi l lage and Deh 
Phakka, Tapo Badan i  and about 3 ki lometres from 
Khudabad,  is structura l ly  a nd materia l ly  very 
s imple but comparatively better preserved than 
that of New Chanerath . Many residentia l quarters 
of the vi l lage and the said mosque u nderlay d usty 
mass, wh ich is most probably the cu ltu ra l  debris of . 
the antiquarian's interest. The mosque is located 
nearly  at the centre of the vi l lage.  It has smal l  
precinct i n  the east and the prayer chamber 
entered through trip le door ways placed u nder 
s imple, rather crude Tudor type lowly sunk a rches, 
separated by panel led sl ightly projecting pi lasters .  
The parapet is  furn ished with s imple cops . The 
prayer ha l l  of the mosq ue is designed in  three 
bays, each covered with a dome bearing crude 
inverted lotus l i ke p innacle with trad itiona l  fi n ia ls 
atop .  The corners and  the ends of centra l  rise of 
the fac;ade a lso have the same kind of fin ia ls. The 
mosque certainly lacks simultaneity with the 
Ka lhora period monuments .  

v.  The mosque adjacent to the Mausoleum of Mian 
Yar Mohammed Kalhoro 

Near Khudabad the mosq ue is constructed on 
the genera l  ground leve l .  It  is  a s imple and 
uti l ita rian  bu i lding of bu rnt bricks . The main gate of 
the mosque a lso s imple and sma l l  but having 
d istinct ind ivid ua l ity was once probably covered 
with a ha lf dome. The outer a rch of the gate has 
s ince col lapsed leaving only the traces at the 
spring ing leve l .  The whole structure of the gate 
project out of the p lan of the sept. 

Between the gate a n d  the p ra yer  ch a m ber  is 
);.. the 'Ba mt i '  or  'Sa h n '  measur ing to som e 6 0x41 

feet respective l y  fro m north-south a n d  east­
west.  The fa c;a de of the mosq ue is  access i b l e  
th ro u g h  th ree gate ways, each with a n  a rch a n d  
p a n e l led fra m e .  The e levat ion of the screen  has  
th ree pa rts . _The  centra l a n d  co m p a rative ly  
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h i g h e r  o n e  is  l i n ked b y  two l ower ones .  Stu m py 
projections  at  the to ps of the a n g les of the 
fa c;ad e  had  fi n i a ls.  Th e ent ire m osq u e  was 
actu a l l y  p la stered a n d  p robab ly  pa i nted with  
s i m p l e  d es i g n s .  The s ides of the m osq u e  a re 
d eco rated e xterior ly  with pane l s .  

The prayer chamber of the mosque is 
subdivided into th ree bays .  A fl ight of 22 steps is 
provided in the western side soffit of the deep 
a lcoves bu i lt in  the northern and southern bays of 
the sa nctuary to a pproach the roof of the mosque.  

vi. Mausoleum of Yar Mohammed Kalhoro f Deh 
Phakka� TaPo BadaniJ 

The site is approachable by a meta l led road for 
a d istance l ittle more than a ki lometre, l inking the 
Indus H ighway at vi l lage Khuda bad . The 
ma usoleum is erected on an elevated ground 
beside a h uge cemetery. The 'Sahn'  of the Tom b  is 
entered through a s imple but monumenta l doorway 
set with in  a deep and high a lcove accessib le by a 
fl ight of sem i-circu lar  steps from the east. In  the 
courtyard there are do:z;ens of ordinary g raves on 
p l inths and platforms, sma l l  mausolea and vau lts 
inc luding that of M ian  Mohammed M u radyab  
Ka lhorn.  The main bu ild ing in the group i s  however, 
mausoleu m of MianYar Mohammed Ka lhorn a lso 
titled 'Khuda Yar Khan' .  It is a massive quadrangular 
bui ld ing of predominant vertical ity. Its fac;ade on the 
eastern side is exuberantly bedecked with Kashi  tiles. 
The ingress to the tomb through a very high a lcove 
l ike arch is fixed with a d isproportionately sma l l  door. 
Interiorly the structure is square comprising three 
graves. The one in the centre bui lt over a platform is 
the grave of Mian Yar Mohammed Ka lhoro covered 
with a canopy. The other two graves are those of 
Mian Shafi Mohammed and Mian Mohammed Khan 
sa id to be son and the father respectively. The wa l ls 
and the domed cei l ing of the tomb bear some 
painted designs. Exteriorly a narrow 'sopana' is 
provided in the northern wall to ascend up the upper 
story or the covered Bazar I gal lery bui lt round the 
octagonal drum over the thickness of the wa l ls .  An 

26 www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com



KHUDAABAD 
other stai rcase bui lt in the south western corner of 
the Bazar leads up to the roof. The chamber of the 
tom b  is covered with a dome and four corner kiosks 
introd uced perhaps for the fi rst time in the Kalhora 
monument in  Sindh .  . 

vii. Rank of Mangoo Faqueer Jatoi 
Arch itectura l ly  importa nt a mong the existing  

monument i n  the graveya rd of  M ian  Ya r 
Moha mmed is the Rank of Mangoo Faq ueer. 
Situated on the south west, say at a dista nce of 
a bout 200 paces from the ma usoleum of M ia n  Ya r 
Moha m med Ka l horo, the monument is bu i lt with 
water mou lded 3-1/2 cem, thick burnt bricks. The 
cha m ber is sq uare in  plan with the fa<;ade towards 
east. Al l  the exterior sides of the mausoleum have 
same kind of decorative arra ngement. On the north 
and  south of the chamber there a re at present 
wooden windows fixed in  the centre of the arched 
openings orig ina l ly  reaching the ground level but 
later closed a lmost to the dado level .  

Square plan o f  the mausoleum has been · 
converted interiorly into octagonal from the ground 
level by creating huge corner arches to end as 
squ inches at the top.  Inside the bui ld ing there are 
two g raves; the one in  the centre is perhaps that of 
Ma ngoo Faq ueer Jatoi who was traditiona l ly  known 
to be one of the comma nders of M ian  Yar 
Moham med, performing an extra duty of supplying 
mi lk  for the house of Mian Sahib .  The drum of the 
dome is converted into sixteen sides by means of 
n iches sunk in shal low recessed arches, each 
alternate being open. A 'Mehra b' is bu i lt interiorly in  
the 'Qib la'  s ide wa l l .  

Exteriorly a fl ight o f  steps leads up to the north 
western corner of the roof. The neck of the dome is 

;,.. octagonal,  each face of which is decorated with th ree 
arched panels, the centra l one is, however, open . 
The dome was orig inal ly crested with an octagonal 
lantern of considerable size, now extin.ct stretches of 
l ime plaster and streaks of paintings can sti l l  be seen 
here and there .  
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viii. Vaulted tomb of Mian Mohammed MuradYab 
An other mor;iu ment of h istorica l. im porta �ce 

- is the Tajjar- l i ke . tom b  of M ian  Molia m m�d 
M u radya b Ka lhoro, who ru led over S indh for. 
a bout fou r  years .  It is with s imp le  o blorig p l.a t') 
and  structu ra l ly stu nted fac.;:a de on the east. It 
has an endented para pet with sma l l  corner 
tu rrets . 

An e longated va u lt  l i ke roof has a lso .a short 
fi na l  at either end . The s ides and the back bea r 
sa me decorative e lements i . e .  the pane ls .  T.he 
centra l pane l  is p ierced w ith latticed arches· . fo 
i l l u m inate and  aerate the mausoleu m ab irttra . Tl:ie 
monu ment is located to the north westerri corner 
of the ma usoleum of M ia n  Ya r MGharrimed 
Ka lhoro . 

· 

In the graveyard of Mian  Yar Mqhammao Kalhoro 
there are some other monuments l ike the_ -s��he . 
canopy of Shahdad Khan Langah, painted remains. 
pavi lion of some other 

B. Secular 
i. Landhi 

A bu i ld i ng of s imple constructiona l  plan is .and  
has  been reckoned in  the popu lar a rch iteGtu re of 
Sindh since the hoary past. Ka l horas, however-, -ari;! 
thought to have standard ized the type fo'r more 
g rave and democratic intent arid most probably 
used it for mu ltipurpose, as Deeva n-e-Aam and or 
as the centre of Jud icia l ,  Leg islative, Ad ministrative 
and Consultative business . It is va riously pla_nned 
but usua l ly used to be rectangu lar  and bu i lt either 
with mud / lumps or pises and or adobe, with wa l ls ::. 
on th ree or four  sides shaded with reedy or 
thatched roof supported by wooden carcass in  the 
gab led shape. Speci men to be seen near (a bout 50 
paces from) the outer I main porta l of .M ian Y.a r 
Mohammed's mausoleu m .  
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ii. Kbtida abad Fort 
Mention regard ing the extent and  features of 

the fort said to have existed at Khudabad, in  
h istorica l accou nts and tel l  ta les was hard ly 
corrnborative to the remains there few decades 
back. The a uthor a lso had an opportun it}' for the 
fi rst' t ime in m id-seventies to visit the site for study 
purpose and could see some structura l odd ments of 
the fortification in  the north , west, south and 
beside the famous h istorica l Jamia mosq ue in  the 
shape of broken a rch itectura l  tra i ls ( ma ny of them 
a re now exctinct) for a d ista nce l ittle more than a 
ki lometre to each d i rection .  The remnants revea led 
no elements identical to a big fort commensurate 
to the lodg ment of a n  army or the host. The a rea 
fortified was conformable to its being a forta l ice or 
a roomy citadel  enough to accom modate the 
roya lty and the a ristocracy a long with their 
guard ing sma l l  contingent or garrison .  If, however, 
there was an other fort of huge  d imensions 
circumscrib ing the said fortress or  a loof, it probably 
was razed to g round much earl ier .  

Whether  some map of the o ld  city of Khudabad 
or  its fort has been pub l ished some where, I am 
riot aware of .'it. But 'I had a chance to come across ' 
a manuscript i l l ustrated with a rough ly drawn, 
presumably suppositious (un less supported by 
some authentic source) map� by late Mohammed 
Sujaan a l ias, Moham med Shujaa, resident of 
v i l lage Ghu lam Khan Chandio, but later m igrated 
and settled at vi l lage Chhano (now Shaha bad) nea r 
Dadu,  in the l ibra ry of my friend Moham mad, 
Usman Memon . ·If noth ing else is ava i lab le, it can 
be updated with he lp of l iteratu re and  local know 
how for the futu re resea rch . Besides, the rema ins 
of the tom bs of Sadiq faqueer Thathyo Hajan 
faq ueer Dahyo and Daood Kunbhar etc, a (so bea r 
witness to the extensive arch itecton ic activities at 
Khuda aba d .  
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CONSERVATION PROBLEMS OF 
KHUDA ABAD MOSQUE 

By 
QASlM ALI QASlM 

The Jamia Masjid Khudabad, which is known to 
have been bui lt by Mian Yar M uhammad Ka lhora 
( 17 1 0- 1718 A.D) the ancestral chief and the first 
Rurer of Ka lhora dynasty, is located on the right 
fringe of the Ind us H ighway between Sehwan and 
Dadu towns some 11 k.m. south of. the latter city, a 
District Headquarter. Khudabad, in early half of the 
18th century A. D. was founded by Ka lhoras who l ived 
and made it their capita l before they cou ld shift to 
Hyderabad choosing it as their fina l  abode. The 
present town of Khudabad has been cropped up on 
the remnants of the ancient town of Khudabad. 

The mosque, a fa irly large brick ed ifice, sta nds 
on a raft foundation shaped i nto an earth-fi l led 
ra ised platform a bout 7 feet high above the 
surround ing  ground level . The mosq ue, wh ich is 
the accompl ishmer:it by the Ka lhora Ru lers, is 
certa in ly a master piece of ancient art and  
a rchitecture depicting loca l  tradit ional mosque 
style .  Despite al l  its del icate and elegant Kash i  
(Glazed) ti le work, and the tastefu l vivid fresco 
paintings i n  the interior, the mosque on the whole 
bea rs a bold and sol id character. 

The mosq ue that measures about 185 x 120 
feet in  length and breadth com prises an a rched 
entra nce, open courtyard and two prayer after 
cham bers one the either on western end . 
ENTRANCE: The ma in  and  the on ly  entrance to 
this exq u isite mosq ue exists i n  the midd le  of the 
eastern wa l l  and is pierced through  a n  i nward 
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p rojected structu re (3 1 . 5  x 17  Feet) by a h ig h  
va u l t  a bout 5 . 5  Feet wide .  The entra nce is 
approached by a fl ig ht of sem i-circu lar  steps . 
COURTYARD: The vast courtyard (88 . 5  x 95 .5  feet) · 
i n  neither ita l icized by da lans (hujras) nor there l ies 
a ny ab lution tank or long arcaded ha l l  an  essentia l 
feature usua l ly found i n  mosq ues. The courtya rd 
that surrounds entra nce gateway on east and  
prayer chambers on west i s  enclosed at  its 
northern and southern ends by a low wal l  of 6 feet 
height.  
PRAYER CHAMBERS: Of the twin prayer chambers, 
one on the west measuring about 81 x 12 .25 feet is 
d ivided into three bays or compartments by means of 
thick intercepting or engaged arches resting on 
massive columns or jambs to take the load of heavy 
roof and domes above and transmit the same to the 
ground soil safely. 

< 

The next adjoin ing prayer chamber (83 x 2 5 . 5  
feet) on east is of no s ign ifica nce and lying without 
roof wh ich seems to have been col lapsed i n  the fa r 
past . 

. DOMES: All the three compartments of the western 
prayer cha mber are roofed or surmounted by high 
domes, the central being the biggest than the 
flanking ones. The domes are placed on circu lar 
neck, which in turn is  resting on an octagon 
developed after cutting the square by ha lf-domed 
corner n iches and quenches. The northern dome has 
been col lapsed due to 1992's heavy rains. 
MEHRAB NICHE: Inside prayer cha mber, a h igh  
and deep a rched-recess is  set on the western wa l l  
in  a l l  the th ree compartments .  The centra l n iche or  
the mehrab has  an engra i led a rch treated specia l ly  
with profuse fresco decoration . 
FLOORS: .The floors of the entra nce gateway, 

:.. courtya rd and prayer chambers must have paved 
with Kash i  ti les in usual  fashion in vogue during 
Ka lhora 's t ime.  But these floors by th is  t ime have 
virtua l ly been d isa ppea red and re- la id with l ime­
terraced floorina .  
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EXTERIOR: The outer facades of the mosque 
conta in  series of decorative and schematic 
recessed a rched panels well befitted in horizonta l 
and  vertica l  bands forming recta ngu lar  fra mes . The 
a rched pa nels were origina l ly fastidiously 
embel l ished with Kash i  ti les in  variegated .designs.  
But today the ravages of time and human 
va nda l ism have ta ken a l l  away. The panels a re now 
l ined with p la in  l ime p laster. 
DECORATIVE ELEMENTS USED IN THE MOSQUE: 
Arch itectura l ly  the mosque is importa nt for two 
d istinctive features, first lavish use of Kash i  t i les on 
dados, floor, string cou rses, bands and panels, and 
second ly the walls, cei l i ngs, spandrels, so fits, 
n iches, sq uenches, a pex a nd jambs of a rches a re 
rep lete with co lourfu l fresco decorations i n  
geometric, fo l iage a nd Iris designs wh ich ca n 
rig htly be termed as ornament of the mosq ue .  

Tru ly speaking the mosque i s  elega ntly adorned 
and presents a un ique phase of art of decoration in 
Ka lhora's a rchitecture .  Though the Kash i  ti les a re 
fin ished i n  two dominating colours i . e .  Persian and 
turq uoise b lue on wh ite backg round,  yet the over 
a l l  affect is that of sober composition wh ich 
produce a smooth ing atmosphere in  the sun- l it land . 
of S indh. 
PRESENT CONDITION: The Jamia Mosque, Khudabad 
is a protected mon u ment u nder the Antiqu ities Act, 
1975 and thus comes with in the purview of the 
Department of Archaeology and M useums, 
Government · of Pa kista n for the purpose of its 
proper u pkeep and preservation .  The mosque a 
l iving brick ed ifice that once stood magn ificently 
and presented an a mazing d isplay of g l ittering ti les 
and astound ing fresco paintings i n  tastefu l 
m u ltifarious desig ns and motifs that had become 
tradit ional with the artists and artisans of Sindh for 
the past few centu ries, is now merely a crack of its 
past g ra ndeur. The tides of time combined with � 
natu ra l  haza rds and human vanda l ism have played 
havoc to this monu ment of nationa l  importance. 

The bui lding materia ls used here in the 
construction have a lmost reached to the end of its 
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useful l ife. The structure has shown great 
depredation in its core . The sub-soi l  beneath the 
foundation after becoming slushy is losing its bearing 
capacity and as a result the weighty structure of the 
mosque is being gradual ly disturbed . The walls have 
slightly gone out of plumb and noticeable vertica l 
cracks have appeared in the apex of the latera l 
arches causing serious threat to the domes and 
remaining super-structure . Actual ly, the reload acting 
an each layer of the structure is the sum of its own 
weight and the accidental load .  The resu ltant of these 
actions is made vertica l ly, and according to the 
design of the mosque it is d istributed among the 
resistant sections of the structure. When the load 
exceeds and the resistant section cannot ,safely resist 
it, cracks appear on it. These cracks ' we known as 
"buckl ing cracks" and appear in  d ifferent ways. 
Vertical cracks so developed, in the 1 'most serious 
cases, detach the over loaded parts from rest of the 
structure. 

The ch ief b ind ing mortar used in the 
construction of the mosque a nd plasterwork is 
gypsum (chiroli) that too, with the passage of time, 
has lost its adhesiveness . 

In most of the parts, the Kashi  ti les have been 
found either damaged or m issing .  A few existing 
panels are a lso surviving in  the d i lapidated 
cond ition .  The fresco paintings at the mosq ue,, 
wh ich were sig n ificant for their  perfect technique 
and variety of geometric and floral  desig ns spread 
over the interior surface, have a lso been found 
deteriorating .  At many odd places, the pa intings 
have either peeled off the surface or faded to a 
great extent. Perhaps, it is so entirely due to 
human neg lect, thoughtless repa i r  and loca l 
cl imatic actions .  

The structu re of the domes and cei l ing covered 
with chiroli or l ime plaster has developed minor 
cracks, which caused percolation of rainwater and 
dam pness i n  the wa l ls and plaster. 

To be brief, the over all cond ition of the mosque 
is far from satisfaction .  In 1995 a flanking northern 
dome of the roof has collapsed during heavy 
torrential ra ins, and if the present worst state of 
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preservation is a l lowed to preva i l  anymore, God 
forbid, it may not lead to a major mishap .  

CAUSES OF DECAY 
The mosq ue remained exposed to weathered 

hazards for centu ries together. Under tropica l 
cond itions of tem perature, ra infa l l ,  va rying h igh 
and  low humid ity and  a lteration i n  the composition 
of orig ina l  bu i ld ing materials ta kes p lace at an  
accelerated rate . 

A brief account of the agencies/devastating 
factors that contributed towards the deterioration 
of the mosq ue is g iven below : -
1 .  AGE AND CLlMATlC CONDlTlON: The mosque due 
to  its contin ued exposure to the loca l c l imatic 
conditions and natu ra l  hazards (viz ra in ,  sun,  winds 
storms, humid ity and earthquakes) for centu ries 
together, suffered slow but steady decay. The ti le 
facing, being comparatively more fragi le  cou ld not 
withsta nd contraction and expa nsion due to the 
consta nt change from wet to dry and from cool to 
hot. Th is whole process hel ped in developing pores 
and cavities in the body of the ti les that absorbed 
moisture (water + sa lts) from the sa l ine winds, 
which accelerated the d isintegrating effects. 
2. SOGGY CONDITION OF THE SURROUNDlNG 
AREA: The surrounding area of the Mosque being 
i n  depression often remains inu ndated during 
persistent ra ins .  Such soggy cond ition  around a 
monu ment badly affects the foundation and the 
structure there above . The water mixed with ea rthy 
organic impurities salts and other injurious 
su bsta nces penetrates into the foundation and 
m igrates u pwa rd th rough ca pi l lary action. 
3. DlSPLACEMfNT IN FOUNDATION: As earl ier 
stated that the mosq ue is erected on an earth-fi l led 
ra ised platform . The earth-fi l l ,  which is serving, as 
su b-soi l  for the foundation of the mosq ue has 
turned slushy due to d i rect or ind irect contact of 
the rainwater bring ing many changes in its 
formation .  The beari ng capacity of the soi l  has thus 
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been reduced considerably ca using serious th reat 
to the structu re . Some serious cracks in  the apex 
and si l ls of the intercepting a rches have a lready 
been developed and some more wil l too appear in 
other parts of the mosq ue i n  future if no remedia l  
device is  introduced with in the shortest possible 
period . 
4. DISTURBANCE WITHIN THE STRUCTURE OF THE 
MOSQUE: During the passage of time, the bui lding 
mortar after having been remained under constant 
pressure of nqtural agents has lost its consistency 
completely and eventual ly pi l laged of the joints. The 
ra inwater finds it way through the open jointed 
masonry and penetrates deeply into the structure 
causing damages to the core and tiles and other 
surface decorations . 
5. DUST DEPOSIT ON WALLS AND FLOORS: Apa rt 
from other causes of decay, dust a lso shares an 
important role in  the destruction of  a n  ancient 
structure. The sa lt borne d usth wh ich is usual ly 
brought in ,  by winds lands on t e wa l ls and floors 
thus ca using serious threat to the structu re . The 
d ust deposited in the pores, cavities and joints 
helps gradua l ly in deep penetration of sa lts into the 
structu re a nd prove ha rmfu l when m ixed with 
water or dampness . 
6. MECHANICAL VIBRATIONS : The mosque is 
located just on the brim of the lndus H ighway. As 
such, the mechan ica l v ibrations being transmitted 
to the su b-soi l  of the fou ndation by heavy veh icu lar 
traffic that keeps on p ly ing round the clock, ca nnot 
otherwise be ignored . Th is is one of the major 
devastation factors that could ever prove harmfu l  
to the structu re .  

The Conservation of  Cu ltura l  property is  multi 
d i�cipl inary and inter professional in practice. The 
prior in-depth study of monument forms a necessary 
pre-requ isite of conservation .  The study of the 
monuments covers many aspects relating to its 
h istory, arch itecture, decorative element and 
inscriptions. Causes of decay and remedial measures 
are studied by Archaeolog ists, Conservation ists and 
Arch itects. Since the conservation and restoration 

35 

www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com



KHUDAABAD 
has to be on original  pattern with orig inal material 
th� archaeologists and  historians play a vital role .  
S imi l�rly craftsmen wel l  versed in  orig inal techniques 
have to be employed . Many specJa l ists are thus 
involv�d in  a single project concern ing the 
conservation of h istorieal bui ldings. 

AS' stated above the conservation/restoration of 
the cu ltura l  property . requ i res sufficient knowledge 
a bout the materia ls a nd structu res and of how 
these a re affected by the ya rious environmenta l  
factprs that ind ividua l ly, or in consort tend to bring 
a bout their destruction .  In the modern world many 
tech n iques have been perfected to cover these 
req'µ i �ements and a very nob le profession has 
develo"ped out of a l l  th is,  securely based as matter 
of course on science a nd offering the services of 
person nel tra ined in conservation a nd expert to a 
degree determined by the knowledge, ski l l  and  
experience .  

Scientific preservation i s  very essentia l for 
preventing their degradation,  if  not taken 
im mediately and remedial steps; the monument is 
l ikely to · susta in remedial loss with in the next few 
months. "In view of the above, it is our responsibi l ity 
t0 preserve the Khudaabad M osque, District Dadu to 
keep it in its orig inal form.  

The present author prepared a PC-I h 1996 with 
an estimated cost of Rs. 19 .264 mi l l ion envisaged 
scientific up gradation, proper conservation 
/restoration of monument to bring back its orig ina l  
g lory. The same was submitted to the concerned 
q uarters but no fru it was yet born . 

H owever the southern Circle of Archaeology, 
Government of Pakistan, is reformulating the sc;ime 
PC-I. 

The whole job may not be possible in' a single 
go, it is,  therefore necessity that steps of immedjate 
natu re be taken to g ive them a new lease of life .  In 
the meanwhile studies into their thorough � 
conservation and fu l l  restoration wil l  continue to ;> 

subsequently propose/advise measures in the 
project. 

The fol lowing conservation/restoration 
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measures of immediate nature a re suggested to be 
taken to partly bring the Mosque back to. its, o.rig ina l  
g ra ndeur and strengthen the structures to 
withsta nd fu rther the natu ra l  wea r and tea r  
agents : -
1 .  DOCUMENTATION OF THE MOSQUE� Before 
undertaking the conservation work the condition . of 
the Mosque should precisely be stud ied and a 
cond ition report prepa red in  th is  reg?1rd jointly by a 
team comprising of Archaeolog ist, Archaeolog ica l 
Eng ineer, Arch itect, Conservator, Chemist, 
Structura l  Engineer, and Art H istorian .  

The fu l ly  computerized data i .e .  drawings, 
maps, coloured and b lack and  wh ite photographs, 
s l ides, video recording and materia l  and. soi l  te!:!�ing 
before, during and after conservation Wo.rk should 
be prepa red . Every stage of work intJuding a l l  
materials a n d  tech niques in  use du ly supported 
with ana lytica l and critica l reports must be 
recorded and bubl ished in the form of books/book 
let and  m ust be ava i lab le on Internet too .  
2.  TREATMENT OF CRACKS: The cracks appeared 
on the roof su rface and domes may be opened to a 
convenient width and depth in  wedge (V) shape s:tnd 
grouted dry with wh ite l ime, sand, bri�k ·g rit mixed 
with brick powder, and m in imum quantity. of grey 
cement. The fi l let may be kept recessed. by aE>out 
3/16" from outer surface, which should then . be 
fi l led by hot bitumen mixed with sand and bitumen 
by weight. The cracks in the engaged arches be 
filled with neat s lurry of cement mortar. lf .may be 
remembered that when the cracks are to ·be . fi l lea .up  
with cement, the cracks sha l l  be  thoroughly flooded 
with water a l lowing it to soak in completely. When 
the cracks are to be fi l led in  with bituminous 
mixture, cracks shal l  be kept dried and cleaned.  
3. RE-CONSTRUCTION OF THE DOME :· The 
northern flanking dome of the roof . col lapsed 
suddenly in the 1995 heavy down . pours due to: its 
outward. d isplacement near the sprin.g ing point. The 
d isplacement was a result of -excessive . .pressure 
exerted by additional foreign stresses that d isturbed 
the equi l ibrium of active forces within the body of the 
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dome. There was hard ly any arrangement made by 
the ·orig ina l  bui lders to counter balance or resist the 
outwara thrust of the forces . Th is wea k  point may 
now be looked into and! necessary provision made 
whi le re-constructing the dome. 

I 
The dome maYo be restored in  its true form, and 

match ing exactly to tMe southern flanking dome. 
The brick ti les to be used in the construction should 
be water molded and of11 origina l  s ize and laid in l ime 
cement mortar in  the same fash ion . After the dome 
has been laid the centering shoµld not be struck or 
removed before two months period un less the 
morta r is completely hardened . During that period 
the dome may be easedj a l ittle from time to time. 
4. LAYING Of R.C.C. OR BRICK TILE RING BEAMS: 
R.C.C. or brick tile ( 1�6"x 1 1-61 1) in l ime cement 
mortar ring  bea ms may be la id around the domes 
a bove roof level to encounter the outwa rd thrust or 
th rusting pressure of the a l ive forces in  the dome 
structure . 
5. TREATMENT OF ROOF: The roof with ists 
domes is orig i f")a l ly treated w ith gypsu m  (ch i ro l i )  
floorin-g .  the floor on account  of  its continued 
exposu re to the weathered hazards for yea r 
together, have become too wea k to resist 
penetration of various sa lts into its body. The o ld  
decayed, d a maged and sa lt  torn flooring maYr 
therefore be removed and re- la id a new with 3 '  
thick l ime terracing .us ing a com position  of  white 
l ime (putty) ,  crushed bricks (g rit) to down gauge 
with orick powder and cement mixed with water 
proofing pig ments .  The l i me terracing shou ld 
fi na l ly be covered with l ime niru p laster 
( l ime+sa nd )  mixed with cement.  Such com position 
with its hydra u l ic cha racter becomes very hard i n  
d ue cou rse a nd u ltimately p roves a bad  conductor 
of heat.  Cracks a lso do  not a ppea r i n  such 
concerts except by way of latera l movement i n  the /..J, 
main  structu re .  Before layi ng new flooring the 
su rface of roof a nd domes may be exa mined 
thoroug h ly .  The cracks , if a ny, may be treated in  
the way as a l ready expla ined i n  para 3 a bove . 

The use of chiroli (calcite gypsum) on the 
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external surface should always be avoided . The 
gypsum after ca lcinations turns into Plaster of Paris. 
Although the Plaster of Paris has rapid setting yet we 
may not forget that it swa l lows when mixed with 
water and continue to loose its adhesiveness under 
soggy cond itions. Thee chiroli is also too weak to 
resist compressive and tensile stresses . 
6. RELlEUlNG R.C.C. BEAMS AND SLAB: A series of 
R .C .C .  bea ms and s lab may be la id in  the ga l lery 
runn ing above the engaged a rches j ust to rel ieve 
them from the heavy super imposed load of the 
domed roof. The ends of the beams wi l l  rest on the 
abutments (piers) and would lay a bout 9" above 
the apex of the a rches by cutting a s l it in fu l l  width 
and depth of the floor of the ga l lery. A section 
showing the p lacement of the proposed beams and 
slab may strictly be fol lowed . The damages so 
caused to the adjoining structure may there after be 
made good . Before cutting the s l it in the floor of the 
gal lery and laying R.C.C. beams and slab, the 
arches may well be supported with su itable and 

"- strong centering . 
The open spaces created between the bea ms 

and slab inc luding the floor of the ga l lery may then 
be fi l led in  with lime concrete as proposed for the 
roof terracing . 
'l. ROOFING OF THE ROOFLESS PRAYER CHAMBER : 
The open prayer chamber may be covered with a 
vau lting roof 2 feet thick on average with brick tiles 
of specia l size laid in  cement mortar one part cement 
two parts sand and 2 1/2 parts crushed bajri 1/3" 
gauge. The cei l ing thereafter be treated with l ime 
plaster 1" th ick and the top with l ime terraced 
flooring l ike the one of western chamber. The 
proposed item of work may prove a l ittle expensive 
in the beginning but it would be cheaper in the long 
run lasting for years together safeguarding the 

k stabi l ity of the structure. 
8. KASHl TILE WORK: The missing and decayed 
patches of Kashi ti les on the interior and exterior of 
the mosq ue should be worked out ca refu l ly and re­
la id/replaced with new Kashi  ti les in chiroli morta r · 

on the interior and l ime cement morta r on the 
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exterior mixed with water proofing pig ments . The 
new Kash i  t i les sha l l  however be exactly match ing 
the orig ina l  ones in  s ize, texture, colour and 
pattern . 

Before the new ti les a re la id i n  position,  the 
jo ints of the old masonry be raked out to a 
m in imum depth of 3/4 inch and left exposed to dry 
weather for about a fortn ight or a month for 
eva poration of the moisture .  Thereafter, paper­
p u l p  treatment shou ld  be g iven to the surface for 
a week t ime that wou ld he lp in absorb ing out  the 
rema in ing moistu re from the brick core .  Fina l ly, 
the surface may be treated with any one of the 
fo l lowing res ins .  
a)  Epoxy resins (Pre�era bly s i l icon) in  th ree coats .  
b)  A th ick m ixtu re q'f g rey cement mixed with 10% 

puddle or pacca kam and 3% raw ganda broza . 
The proposed treatment wil l seal the salts 

permanently. 
9 .  FLOORING : The surface of the existing terraced 
flooring of the entire mosque should be scratched 
/notched and over-laid with new Kashi tiles in l ime 
cement mortar in original  fashion . It would be in  the 
fitness of the circumstances, if study of the 
contemporary structures were made before hand .  
1 0. FRESCO PAlNTlNGS: The fresco pa inti ngs 
inside the mosque have been found adversely 
affected by extraneous accretions.  At many p laces 
thick deposits of dust, g reasy matter soot, smoke, 
a n ima ls' g lues

b 
sa l ine efflorescence and organic 

materia ls a re o served . 
At the outset, it may be stated that the wal l  

pa intings are normal ly part of a monumenta l 
assem oly for which they were expressly desig ned 
and which in  turn have a determining influE?nce on 
their character. Every possib le effort should 
therefore be made to conserve such paintings i n  ) 
their orig ina l  setting .  Second ly what is im porta nt in  
th is  case ts to determine the ca uses of 
deterioration of the wa l l  paintings.  Fi rst pf a l l  the 
infl uence of humid ity is to be determ ine·d and its 
orig in  identified-capi l la rity, i nfi ltration or 
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condensation-so that an appropriate action may be 
taken to protect the complete assembly.  

r' No attempt should however be made to restore 
the fresco painting which have been long rubbed off 
on large scale.  Smal l  patches in the interior of the 
mosque, where the frescos have been damaged by 
the human neglect, may be restored in the orig inal 
fashion using patent colours .  
i 1 .  DUSTING OR CLEANING OF FLOORS I WALLS: 
A thick layer of ea rth deposit has been noticed on 
wal ls and floors of the mosque.  Th is extraneous 
accretion,  in  this pa rticu lar  case is brought in 
main ly d ue to the meta l led road ru nning close to 
the west of the mosque, where veh icular traffic 
keeps on plying round the clock. 

Dusting or cleaning of floors and wal ls should be 
a regular feature, which needs to be maintained .  The 
persons so employed may be equipped with a 
vacuum machine to clean the floors, an a ir  blower, a 
stirrup pump for washing the walls with neat water, 
long pad brushes with hand les, soft hair brushes a nd 
path baskets with soft brooms. Once or twice a year, 
the surface of wal ls may be washed with canal, 
boi led or d isti l led water with soft pads. 

If is required to remove dust from pa intings it is 
simply necessary to brush the paintings with soft dry 
brush .  In case where matter is present the paintings 
may be cleaned with weak or strong solvents as tfie 
case may be . 

In most of the cases, satisfactory results can be 
achiev�d with water containing about ' 10-20% of 
ammonia.  If necessary a solution of 10-20% 
butylamine may be used in water, or a lternatively 
80-90% solution of cyclohexylamine in water, the 
effect of water being to increase the solvent action 
on greasy substances. The latter two cleansing 
solutions are a lso very effective for th'e remova l of · 

over painted layer in oi ls; 
i .  Removal of animal g lues: An imal  g lues, if 

any, may be removed by the solvent action 
of warm water conta in ing 10-20% of 
am monia, or with butyl amine or 80% 
aqueous cyclohexylamine .  
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ii. Removal of sal ine:  Where soluble sa lts a re 

involved, brush ing, fo l lowed by washing with 
neat water, may e l iminate efflorescence. 

iii. Removal of organic deposit: The paintings 
are, some time, found damaged by 
accumulation of organ ic materials, bees and 
wasps and bat excrement etc. In such cases, 
mechanica l treatment is suggested as a first 
measure .  Thereafter the tnin well of the 
remaining materials can be removed by 
washing with a pad moistened with ammonia 
and water as described above. 

1 2. FlLLlNG OF DEPRESSlONS WlTH SWEET 
EARTH: Before fi l i ng  the depressions in  the 
surrounding area of the mosque, the sa lt-born 
earth may be dug out to a min imum depth of n ine 
inches and removed away from the monu ment. 
There shou ld then be fi l led up it with sweet ea rth 
free from sa lts and  vegetation obta ined from 
outside sou rces in  layers to exceeding then n ine 
inches in  depth rammed to fu l l  com paction . The 
level of the surround ing  a rea needs to be ra ised to 
the ground level ca rrying the mosq ue, with specia l  
ca re to improve the d ra inage of the entire area . 

A cement apron  five feet wide consisting of two 
layers i . e .  cement concrete 4V211 th ick and 1112" 
topping of cement concrete may be la id a round the 
ra ised platform of the mosq ue just to check the 
penetration of ra in  water i n  to the Fou ndations.  
13.  STABILIZATIO N  OF TH E CORE OF TH E 
PLATFORM : As earl ier d iscussed the earth-fi l l  core 
of the ra ised platform of the mosque has tu rned 
into s lush losing its bea ring ca pacity to a great 
extent ca using serious th reat to the mosque 
structu re . A need is therefore emphasized to stabi l ize 
the core of the platform by sand pi l l ing method . 
About 6 'to 7' long with 6 inches dia wooden pegs or 
spikes in hexagonal or octagonal section wel l  fitted i 
with a meta l snoe, may be used for making holes in 
the core-fi l l .  The pegs or spikes may be driven down 
and taken out either with the help of the manual  
labour or a pi le d river-a machine for driving down 
piles. The holes may be dug d iagona l ly at convenient 
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intervals and later on fi l led with dry and clean coarse 
sand mixed with grey cement in  a ratio of 1 : 20 .  After 
the work of sand pi l l ing has been completed the floor 
of the platform may be re- laid with l ime concrete as 
specified in the preceding paragraphs. 
1 4. COUNTER BALANCING MECHANICAL 
VIBRATIONS: The mosque location wise is exposed 
to serious threat of mechanical vibration caused by 
the vehicu lar traffic that keeps on plying round the 
clock In order to encounter the vibrations the space 
laying open between the mosque and the Indus 
Highway may be laid with rubber tiles of approved 
make and shade to be fixed with suitable adhesive 
la id over 1/1"  th ick base of cement mortar 1 :  3 to be 
la id further over a base of 611 thick course sand and 
l ime concrete mixed with 10% grey cement. The 
a rea before laying the proposed floor, may well be 
leveled and dressed to an outward slope. The 
Department of Archaeology tried its best and 
approached the quarters concerned to d ivert the 
Indus Highway from a suita ble distance of the 
Mosque, but a l l  efforts to convince the authorities 
gone in vain .  It is necessary that at least heavy 
vehicu lar traffic should be forbidden to use H ighway 
in front of the Jamia Mosque.  
1 5. PETTY URGENT REPAIRS : Petty and  urgent 
repairs should a lso be carried out a l l  over the · 

monument. 
1 6. CONSTRUCTION OF ABLUTION PLACE: For the 
conveniences of vis itors and ra ithfu l ( Na mazies) . 
1 "l. CONSTRUCTION OF CHOWKIDAR HUT CUM 
GODOWN REST ROOM: With wash room facil ity; in  
order to faci l itate the in  com ing vis itors, tourists 
and  scholars who may wish to paid the visit of the 
mosque.  
1 8. CONSTRUCTION OF BOUNDARY WALL: 
(enclosure) Around the mosque  in order to protect 
the a rea from encroach ment. 
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KHUDA ABAD: 
THE FORGOTTEN CITY OF SINDH 

By 

SHAIKH KHURSHID HASAN 

Khudaabad, situated on the Indus H ig hway, 
some 18 ki lometres from Dadu, was the ca pita l  of 
Ka lhora ru lers ti l l  1768 A. D .  when M iya n Ghu lam 
Shah Ka lhora sh ifted i t  to the new city of 
Hyderabad.  The city of Khudaabad was founded oy 
M iya n Yar Moham mad Ka lhora (d ied 1 1 3 1  
A. H/1718 A. D . )  ( 1 ) ,  who infact laid the foundation 
of Ka lhora rule in S indh . The place was na med 
Khudaabad (2) in  keeping with the title of 
"Kh udaya r Khan "  bestowed on M iyan Yar 
Mohammad by the Mugha l  Emperor Au ra ngzeb (3) . 

With the g rad ua l. sta bi l ity in  the rule of 
Ka lhoras, the ca pita l city of Khudaabad a lso 
progressed . In due cou rse, it beca me a prosperous 
city, endowed with lofty bui ld ings and  beautifu l 
gardens. The gardens were provid ing pictu resque 
scenes with enormous varieties of flowers such as 
rose, jasmine, water- l i ly, lotus, narcissus etc. The 
gardens were a lso having such ornamenta l  trees as 
cypress, p ine,  fir, qu ince etc. The gardens were 
echoed with the melod ious voices of n ight inga les, 
peacocks, cuckoo etc. There were water channels 
which fu rther added to the beauty and g randeur of 
the city . Close by, there was a hunting report. 

Bagh Ali Kha if, composer of "Nameh Naghaz" 
has pra ised the· city of Khudaabad in  one of h is 
cou plets (4) as fol lows : 
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L � JL? )� .tJI� J;i_,,;.,. )) . 

Translation 
In this Khudaabad(area settled by God) he founded 
Khudaabad. . 
As its name suggests it is a city cheerfu l ,  

Kh udaabad is l ike a pride (or  good wind)  on the 
chest of the dominion of S indh,  
Wich wre·athes the hearts with repose l i ke a breath 

of Djvine Spirit, 
Its h.0uses are l ike paradise a nd its bea uties a re 
ravish irg·, {They are) lovely, heart-ravish ing, 
consol ing· in  ca lamity (grief) . . 
Their .ch.eeks are beautif1:J I l i ke a garden of tul ips, 
Of good status, understanding of cues and su btle 
points & friendly. 
The palace of the Su lta n in  the centre and in its 
centre the garden, 

45 

www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com



KHODAABAD 
(Are) someth ing written by the hand of wea lth 

(state sovereig nty), 
And its foot is coloured l ike henna by Nature .  

Its height eyes (riva ls) the astro labe of Sun i n  the 
sky, 
Its qua ntity (heig ht) is beyond the reach of my 
understand ing .  

M i r  A l i  Shah Shaiq had eu log ized (5)  the city of 
Khudaabad during the reign of M iyan Abd u l  Nab i  
Ka lhora as under: 

-!� J) t:.!V� J J) Jf 1-"' 

� � 1.!!,.v" I / J � I_;;. 

Translation 
Hea r  refresh ing wind and  p leasa nt gardens, 
Khudaabad is a city l i ke parad ise .  

The name of the roya l garden was "Bagh-e-Al i " .  
accord ing to Shaiq,  there was a water channel 
w h ich was used by the ru ler for recreationa l  
activities l ike boating,  The scen ic beauty of  the city 
cou ld  be compared with the fascinating va l ley of 
Kashmir  as wel l  as the enchanting N i le  val ley (6) . 

The city, however, lost its importance and 
became desolate when M iya n Ghu lam Shah shifted 
the ca pita l to Hyderabad in 1768 A .O .  Later on,  the 
Ta lpurs ransacked the city in  reta l iation for the 
m u rder of Mir Abdu l la h  Kha n Ta lpur  and Mir Fateh 
Khan Ta lpur  by M iyan Abd u l  Nab i  Ka lhora (7) . 

The ru ins of Khudaabad are spread over a n  
extensive a rea . The on ly surviving bu i ld ings a re 
thos·e of Jam-e-Masjid and the mausoleum of M iyan 
Ya r Moha mmad Kalhora .  The present paper deals 
with the mausoleum of M iyan Yar Mohammad, 
wh ich has got interesting arch itectura l  features . 

Mausoleum of MiYan Var Mohammad Kalhora 
M iya n Yar Mohammad Ka lhora d ied in 1718 

A. O .  Accord ing to some scholars, he h imself got his 

. 
' . 
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mausoleum constructed (8) . However, according tG 
loca l  tradition the mausoleu m was constructed by 
M iya n Ghu lam Sha h .  Th is presumption does not 
appear to be correct. To the south of the 
ma usoleum of M iyan Ya r Mohammad, is a n  
exq u isitely carved stone grave of M iyan Shafi 
Moham mad, the g rand son of M iyan Ya r 
Moha mmad .  It conta ins a dated inscription wh ich 
ind icates that the mausoleum was bu i lt prior to 
1 156 A. H ./1742 A. D .  (9) .  The construction of the 
mausoleum by M iyan Ghu lam Shah,  who ru led 
from 1 76 1  to 1772 A. D . ,  therefore, seems to be 
questionab le .  M iya n Ghu lam Shah had constructed 
a n u m ber of bu i ld ings.  He usua l ly mentioned the 
fact that a particu lar bu i ld ing was constructed by 
him th rough an inscriptiona l  ta blet. For insta nce, 
the ma usoleum of M iyan Nur Mohammad Ka lhora 
was constructed by h im .  This fact has clearly been 
stated in  one of the inscriptions affixed on the 
southern entrance of the mausoleum ( 1 0 ) .  
S imi larly main entrance to the Dargah of La l 
Shahbaz Qa landar was constructed by h im .  Th is 
fact has a lso been mentioned by Mir  Mohammad 
Sabir  Thattavi in  versified form ( 1 1 ) .  No such 
inscriptiona l  or h istorica l  evidence is avai lab le to 
confirm that the mausoleum of M iya n Yar 
Mohammad was constructed by M iya n Ghu lam 
Sha h .  In a l l  probabi l ity, the construction of the 
ma usoleum was sta rted by M iya n Yar Mohammad 
during h is l ife time and completed by h is son M iyan 
Nur M ohammad . 

The ma uso leum of M iya n Yar Mohammad is 
located in  a wa l led enclosu re having a height of 
a bout five feet. The ed ifice is erected on the 
western side of the enclosu re, on a ra ised platform .  
It is 2 14' long and 105 '  wide with a height of 8 '  
from the g round level . The entrance to the 
mausoleum complex is  through a gate, which 
projects inside the courtya rd . The entrance is infact 
with in a h igh  arched a lcove measuring 32'  x 22' .  It 
is topped by a squat dome. The arched a lcove is 
flanked by two sq uare recessed panel on each side 
a rra nged in  vertical order. The pa rapet is bedecked 
with merlons. The entire gate was orig ina l ly  
em bel l ished with colour g lazed ti les. But due to 
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weatheric effects, a lmost a l l  the ti les have either 
been fa l len down or have lost their co lour and 
g laze .  To the rig ht of a rched ga.teway is a mosque 
bu i lt  by M iya n Ya r Mohammad . However due to i l l  
conceived repairs underta ken from tim e  to time, it  
has lost its orig ina l  features to a g reat extent. 

The present writer, who has made an indepth 
study of the Ka lhora Funerary Memorial architecture, 
has come to the conclusion that it has greatly been 
influenced by the funerary arch itecture of Sayyed 
a nd Lodhi  periods (1414- 1526 A.D),  which in  turn 
had got inspirations from the Central Asian 
arch itectura l trad itions. ( 12) .  All the ingredients of 
Sayyed a nd Lodhi  periods architectt:1re such as 
entrance (Peshtaq), super-structure, fac;ade etc. ,  are 
fu l ly represented by the Ka lhora funera ry 
architecture .  In  some of the mausolea of Ka lhora 
period, there is a provision of Ambulatory Gal lery, 
which has been borrowed from the Seraiki 
Architecture (13) .  The mausoleum of  M iyan Yar 
Mohamad is the first Ka lhora Funerary Memorial ,  the 
conceptual p lan of wh ich is mostly based on Sayyed 
and Lodhi  periods architecture. It a lso served as 
model for the subsequent mausolea/tombs 
constructed during the Ka lhora period . The 
prominent a rch itectura l  features of the mausoleum of 
M iyan Yar Mohammad are described as under: 

I. General Plan 
· The mausoleum is a lolty structure of sq uare 

shape measuring 53' externa l ly.  Interna l ly the 
ma usoleum is octagonal  on pla n .  Th is has been 
achieved th rough an in novative device . A deep 
a rched recess a bove the dado level is a lternating 
with a low a rched recess at each card ina l  point. 
Th us·  th� square g round plan has been developed 
into a domed octagon interna l ly .  Each corner arch 
in fact serves the purpose of a squ inch for ra ising 
the super-structu re of a dome.  

u. AmpulatorY Gallery 
There is a vau lted gal lery on the upper part of 

the squinches, which also marks the zone of 
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transition for the dome. The gal lery is approach21ble � 
through a fl ight of steps proviaed in the thickness of 
the wa l l  with an entrance from the north • western 
exterior corner. The ambu latory gal lery in the 
mausoleum of M iyan Yar Mohammad and in some 
other Kalhora tombs has been provided as a mark of 
veneration . Because Ka lhoras deriving their descent 
from Hazrat Abbas, the paternal  uncle of the f-!oly 
Prophet (P. B . U . H) were held in  h igh esteem .  They 
were i nfact the 'Spiritual  Gu ide' for thei � devotees. 

UI. Oome. 
. 

. . . 

The drum of th'e hemispherica l dome formi'ng · 

upper part of the ambulatory gal lery is 15'-9" in d ia .  · 

The lower part of the drum is pierced .at regular 
interva ls by a rched windows (clerestory) whicli are 
fi l led with a pair of gri l ls on exterior and interior, 
each composed of beautifu l  arabesque and ·geometric 
designs. The provision of clerestory provides· proper 
venti lation inside the buria l chamber and keeps its 
interior quite a iry and pleasant. The dome is crowned 
by a fin ia l  made-up of beads. 

lV. Burial Chamti�r 
The g rave of M1ya n Yar Mohammad is · in  the · 

centr<;:! bf the buria l  c;liam'ber cdnstructed over C! • 

raJsed .platform measuring 13 '  x 8 '  ·� 21/2 1 •  It lias a .  
wooden canopy over it. The grave of Mo.hammi;id 
Khan son of M iyan Ya r Mohammad is  located in 'fhe· 
arched recess towards the western end . It is a lso 
erected on a ra ised platform . In the south . of ,ttie 
burial cha,mb�r there is a grave of M iya n Shafi 
Mohammad son of Moham mad Kha n .  It contains a 
ra l l ing constructed with exquisite)y ca rved ston�s 
depicting bea utifu l geometriq:1 I .  patterns .  Ttie buria l ''  
ch·amber was · orig"ina l ly decorated ·· with flora l  
pair}tings. But it has now been white-washed . The-' 
interior su rface of the dome is d ivided into severa l· 
registers .  Each· ,·reg ister · is painted with flora l· 
designs in  different colou rs i . e .  yel low, red ar:id 
g reen .  The dado is·  bedecked with g lazed tiles :of 
d ifferent geometrica l patterns .  The floor· is cmtered 
with g reen ·g lazed ti les. 
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V. Entrance 
The notable featu re of the mausoleu m is its 

monumenta l  entrance .  Its height is 39 '  includ ing 
the parapet. It has  been so designed as to  have the 
centra l position in  the shape of a recessed a rched­
way set in  an  orna menta l rectangu lar  frame (32' x 
22 ' )  covered with mu lti-co lour tiles, occupying 
nearly the tota l height of the structure a l most to 
the pa rapet. With in this a rched recess is the 
doorway (5 'x21/2') of the beam and bracket order. 
The space above the a pex of the arch being 
occu pied by a n  a rched window. It is fitted with 
bea utifu l ti led lattice work. On both sidi=s of the 
ornamenta l rectangu lar  fra me, ther� a re three 
b l ind a rches one upon the other g iving a n  
im pression as if the bu i ld ing conta ins more tha n  
one storey. This device is represented at its best i n  
the  Jam-e-Masjid,  Khudaa bad, wh ich was 
constructed by M iyan Yar Mohammad . Where from 
this device was orig inated and how it came to be 
used in the tombs of Sayyed a nd Lodh i  periods and  
su bseq uently in  the Ka lhora a rch itecture has been 
d iscussed in  one of the articles of the present :; 
writer ( 14) . There is a minerat on each corner of 
the ornamenta l frame which is decorated with 
m u lti-co lour g lazed ti les . The interior of the 
recessed a rch is richly covered with colourfu l ti les .  
Worth-mentioning i s  a square panel measuring 1 0 ' .  
It conta ins 240 sq uare ti les. The panel i s  
dominated b y  a star pattern o f  exceptional  beauty .  

VI. Facade 
The remaining three sides of the mausoleum 

have been adorned according to a wel l  thought-out 
plan, with coloured tiles conta ining flora l and 
geometrical designs. Each side is relieved with three 
equal  arched recesses (23' x 14' x 1 112') terminating 
at squinch level .  High-up around the three sides, 
touching the apex pf the arched recess (below) are ,.J. 
rows of nine arched windows fitted with perforated 
terracotta screens of geometric tracery. Each corner 
of the ma usoleum contains a eight pi l lared kiosk 
wh ich further adds to its beauty and grandeur. 
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VU. Wooden Batons/Dandas . . 

There is a col lection of wooden batons inside the 
mausoleum .  According to Cousens, these were 
meant to show that Sindh was taken over by 
Kalhoras easily from the Panwhars, as the former d id 
not have to use their swords (15) . A 'Danda' or 
wooden baton is  undoubted ly an emblem of power. 
But the view expressed by Cousens is not very much 
convincing.  There is a com mon practice in some 
parts of the country that whenever the suppl ication 
of a devotee is granted by Al lah through the blessing 
of a saintly person, something is offered at his grave 
as a mark of gratitude. For instance at the 
mausoleum of Miyan Nur  Mohammad, one can find a 
number of Yokes. The yoke is an emblem of 
agricu lture. Since Kalhoras were basica l ly 
agricu lturists so the 'Yoke' in  a sense is symbolic 
representation . However according to a loca l tradition 
ch i ld less people come to the grave of M iyan Nur  
Mohammad with bequeaths for a ch ild . When they 
are blessed with twins, the same are presented at 
the g rave with a model yoke on their necks . After the 
rituals are over, the happy parents take their twins, 
while the yokes are left at the grave (16) . Likewise at 
the mausoleum of Sadan Shalieed circa 13th century 
A. D) in M uzaffargarh District, instead of Yoke, 
miniature cradle is offered(17) . 

VUI. Graves outside the Burial Chamber 
Outside the buria l  chamber and close to the 

enclosure wal l  on its both sides a re severa l  graves 
of the mem bers of Kalhora fa mi ly and Faqirs .  A 
wagon vaulted tom b  of M iyan Mohammad son of 
M iyan N u r  Moham mad is in  the north-western 
corner. The graves of Mohammad Daud and 
Ghu lam H usa in are in  the northern side of  the 
enclosu re .  On the southern side are the g rav,es of 
M i r  M u hammad, brother of M iya n Ya r Mohammad 
and Al i  Mohammad, h is cous in .  Al l these graves a re 
crowned by bea utifu l  domes, bedecked with 
inverted lotus on their tops. 

In short the mausoleum of M iyan Yar Mohammad 
stands out to be the most heautiful funerary memoria l 
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of the Ka lhora dynasty. However this g l ittering jewel 
of Ka lhora architecture is graduafly loosing its beauty 
and splendours, due to weatheric effects and 
continued neglect. 
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f(HUDAAB AD 

KHUDA ABAD 
.BJ• 

HENRY COUSENS 

There a re two Khuda a bads, wh ich a re a pt to 
be confused the one with the other, one of which is 
a bout two mi les from New Ha la ,  which was the 
chief seat of the Ta lpur  chiefs of S indh before they 
shifted to H a idara bad,  and where severa l of them 
have been interred, and Khuda a bad upon the 
ra i lway, between Sehwan and Dad u,  about seven 
mi les south of the latter plpce .  It is the remains at 
the latter p lace that I am now describ ing . It was for 
some ti me the ca pita l of the Ka lhora hs, whence 
they moved, first to M m uhammada bad and then �o 
A l lahabad - two newly estab l ished towns-and fina l ly 
settled down at Ha idara bad .  It was the head­
q ua rters of Main N u r  M u ha m mad, and it w.as a 
l a rge  town when the M ian 's cou rt was there, but it 
soon sa n k  into insign ificance, as a l l  tho�e 
mushroom towns did when the court a ba ndor.ied 
them . It is now an extensive a rea covered with the 
ru ins of its u nsu bsta ntial bu i ld ings .  The Tuhfat-u l ­
Kiram .spea ks of  Mian Muha m mad Sarfraz Kna n,  
after the death of  his father, Ghu lam Shah,  as · · 

return ing to the newly-bu i lt town of Kh udabad;  and  
i t  was  at Khudabad that, on the  fl ight of  Sa rfraz 
Khan,  h is b rother, Mahmud Khan ,  was placed u pon 
the throne .  M ir  Bijar a lso fixed h is .  n�ad-quarters 
for a time at Khudabad when he sum moned M la n  
Abd u nab i  from Haidarabad to the thane, the latter 
being lodged in the palace of Sa rfraz at that p lace, 
and  here they made their head-quarters for the 
time being . 

In the m idst of the ru ins of the old town,  and  
with in a quarter of a mi le  of  the ra i lway station, 
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KHUDAABAD 
stands the g reat massive Jami  Masj id,  a bu i ld ing 
now deserted and  neglected . It  has been lavish ly 
adorned with enameled ti les, which have been 
shamefu l ly  da maged by people trying to pick them 
out.  The corners of every ti le, with in reach, have 
been chipped away in the endeavour  to lever the 
ti les out of their setting ;  but the cement refused to 
yield and so the wa l ls have been left pitted at over 
by the vanda ls .  On either side of the entrance to 
the mosq ue is a bea utifu l panel  which is qu ite the 
best th ing in ti les to be found in Sind h .  Un l i ke the 
genera l  run of designs which, however flora l the 
pattern, a re d isposed, more or less, in geometrica l 
forms, this desig n revels in its very rea l istic and 
unconventiona l  treatment. It  represents a ta l l  and 
g racefu l p lant of  the l i ly  order, whose lanceolate 
leaves, flowers, and  buds sprout from the centra l 
stem and fa l l  over right  and left in  easy natura l  
curves . I t  ha's not the s l ightest stiffness, and  i s  ful l  
o f  soft flowing l ines, wh ich produce a very p leasing 
effect. The whole p lant is wh ite u pon a dark b lue  
g round .  Both panels, which a re a l i ke, have suffered .; 
at the hands of the despoi ler, but not to the extent 
of the wa l ls  with in .  It lpoks as if the beauty of the 
panels had whose mischievous fingers have 
d isfigured the interior. Inside the th ree a rched 
entra nces to the mosque, is some very pretti ly 
designed va u lting .  

The g reat tom b  of  Ya r Muham mad, the first 
Ka lhorah ru ler  of S indh,  which is some l ittle 
d ista nce to the west of the Jami  Masj id,  is a square 
massive bu'i ld ing,  the front of wh ich is ful ly 
decorated with ena meled ti les. H igh  up a round the 
other three sides of the bu i ld ing,  and l ig hting the 
ga l lery a round the dome with in,  a re rows of large 
a rched windows fitted with perforated terra-cotta 
screens of de l icate geometric tracdery. S imi lar  
windows, u pon the front, are fitted with perforated 
g lazed ti les .  Suspended around the tom b, with in,  is 
a g reat co l lection of cl ubs or stout sticks, placed 
there to show how easily S indh was ta ken from the 
Pa nwhars by the Ka lhorahs, swords not having 
been necessary. 
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KHUDAABAD 
The g reat panel  of coloured ti les a bove the 

entra nce is a remarka ble piece of work . Nearly ten 
feet square, it is made up of no less than 240 
square ti les, n9 two, except in the outer border, 
being a l i ke .  The usual  way in which these large 
s ing le pattern panels a re d rawn out by the present 
ma kers, is by laying the p la in  tiles out u pon  the 
g round ,  closely packed to the same size as the 
pane l ,  and then d rawing a nd painting in  the pattern 
as if the whole were one flat surface, and wit what 
success, may be judged from the photog raph .  The 
ti les a re then again fired to fix the colours, and  
attached to  the bu i ld ing  in  their respective 
positions to reproduce the design .  In this case, the 
g reat size of the panel must have made this a 
d ifficu lt piece of work, considering the rough tools 
a nd a ppl iances used . The resu lt, however, is  
perfect. The large a rched panels on either  side of 
this,  and below, a re a lso worked out in the same 
way, though their designs, being that of  a d ia per, 
do not produce the same effect. The g reat centra l  
pane l  reca l ls, somewhat, the g reat rose windows i n  
Goth ic work. 

It was M ian Ya r M u hammad who, after 
wandering a bout northern S indh and Baluch ista n 
u pon  wa rl ike expeditions, settled down at 
Khudabad on wresting it from the Pa nwhaq;;, and  it 
was he who gave it that name.  He d ied in  A. H .  
1 13 1  (A. O .  1 718) . 

. 
. 

The mausoleum of Mian Nur  Muhammad, the son 
of M ia n  Yar Muhamamd, is s ituated seven mi les to 
the north-east of Dau latpur, and about eighteen 
m iles to the east by south from Khudabad . It, too, is 
a massive bui ld ing of the msame style as Yar 
Muhammad's though not so ful ly decorated, 
whitewash entering more into the genera l  scheme of 
decoration .  It is surrou nded by other smal ler 
bu i ld ings. Like the tomb of Shahbaz at Sehwan, the 
dome is surmounted by a l antern . There is noth ing of 
a ny specia l interest about the bui lding other than 
that i t  i s  the la.st resting p lace of the second of  the 
Ka lhorah Chiefs . 

(Antiqu ities of Sindh) 
55 
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نَ  پَ  ـ نسَُل پَڑهندڙ
The Reading Generation 

لکيـو. كتـاب نـالي“ نسـلين  אُدאسحســين ” ﷢۾عبــدא ڏهـاكي  جـي1960
پنهنجـي لکـي كتـاب نالي“ نسَُـل لُڑهنـدَڙ ”مـاڻكَِ  وري ۾ ڏهاكي  وאري70

 وאري70 وري حُسـينيءَ كئـي. אمـدאد كوشـش جـي كـرڻ عكاسي جي دورَ 
لکيو: ۾ئي ڏهاكي

ٻـارَ  سـونـڌא אونـڌא آهـي ڄڻـيـنـدي ماءُ אنـڌي
ٻارَ  ٻوڙא گونگا هوندو سَمورو نسل אيندڙ

ٻَرنــدڙ، كُڑهنــدڙ، كَڑهنــدڙ، لُڑهنــدَڙ، אُدאس، کــي نوجــوאنن جــي دور هــر
ـــدڙ، ـــدڙ، چُرن ـــدَڙُ، אوســـيئڑو كِرَن ـــاڙي، كَن ـــاڄوكَڑُ  ،کـــائُو ڀ ـــلڀ ۽ ، كاوڙي
سان پَـر ٿو، سَگھجي كري منسوب سان نسلن وِڙَهندڙ چان سڀني אنِهـن א وِ

جــيِ  كمــپيوُٹر کڻــي تان كاڳَر کي كتابن. آهيون ڳولائو جا نسل“ پڑهندڙ”
جــي ورهــائڻ ٺــاهي e-books ىيعنــ كتــاب برقــي ۾ لفظــن ٻيــن آڻــڻ، ۾ دنيــا

سَــهكاريِ  ڳــولي کــي ٻئِــي هِــكَ  ۽ ويجھَــڻ وَڌَڻَ، کــي نســل پڑهنــدڙ وســيلي
.ٿا رکون آسَ  جي آڻڻَِ  تي رستي جي تحريك

يـا عُهديـدאر صـدر، بـه كـو جـو نـاهي. אُنَ  تنظيـمَ  به كا (پَــنَ)نَسل  پَڑهندڙ
پَـكَ  تـه ٿـو كري ىدعو אهڑي شخص به كو آهي. جيكڎهن نه وِجھندڙ پايو
جي نالي كي پئسا گڎ كيــا وينــدא.پَــنَ آهي. نه ئي وري  كُوڙو אُهو ته ڄاڻو

آهي. كُوڙو بهِאُهو  ته ڄاڻو پَكَ  ته ٿو كري كوشش אهڑي كو جيكڎهن
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آهــن هونــدא ناســي يــا پيلا، نيــرא ،ڳاڙهــا ،ســاوא پَــنَ  جــا وڻــن طَــرَح جَهڑيِــءَ
ســاڳئي ئــي هوندא. אُهي ۽ آهن مختَلِف به پَــنَ  وאرא نَسُل پَڑهندڙ طرح אَهڑيءَ
۽ وِڙهنـــدڙ يـــا ، سُســـت ۽ پڑهنـــدڙپڑهنـــدڙ ۽ ٻَرنـــدڙ پڑهنـــدڙ، ۽ אُدאس وقـــت

كِلَــب لڳــل تــالي ۽ خُصوصــيِ  كــا پَــنَ ۾ لفظن ٿا. ٻين سگھن ٿي به پڑهندڙ
Exclusive Clubآهي.  نه

رَضــاكار ۽ سَــهكاري كــار كَــم ســڀ جــا پَــــنَ  تــه هونــدي אهــا كوشــش
ٿيِــن. אهــڑي به تي بنيادن אُجرتي كم كي ته آهي ممكن پر ٿين، تي بنيادن
۽ كنــدא وَٺُ  ڏي هيــٺ אُصــولَ  جــي كَــرڻ مـدد جــي هكَِٻِئي پاڻ پَـنَ  ۾ حالت

digitize ڊجِيِٹـائيِز کـي كتـابن پــارאن پَـنَــن رهندא. non-commercial غيرتجارتي
نــه كوشش جي كرڻ حاصل نفعو يا فائدو مالي به كو مان عَملَ  جي كرڻ
ويندي. كئي

distribution وِرهــائڻ مرحلــو אهــم ٻيـو پـو کـان ڊجِيِٹـائيِز كــرڻ کي كتابن
ٿــو ســگھي كمائي پيسا كو جيكڎهن مان وאرن كرڻ كم ٿيندو. אهِو جو
هوندو. نه و لاڳاپبه كو جو אُن سان پَـنَـن رُڳو كمائي، ڀلي ته

وَڌِ  کــان وڌِ  پٹانــدڙ وَسَ  هــو تــه ٿــيڏجــي  صــلاح ۾ אکــرن کُليــل کــي پَنَــن
کـــي ڇاپينـــدڙن ۽ ، ڇپائينـــدڙنليکَكَـــن جـــي كتـــابن كَـــري خريـــد كتـــاب

كوشــش جــي ڦهلائــڻ کــي ڄاڻ ۽ كرڻ حاصل عِلم وقت ساڳئي همِٿائنِ. پر
مڃن. نه کي رُكاوٽَ  به كَنهن دورאن
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شيخ אَيازَ علمَ، ڄاڻَ، سمجھَ ۽ ڏאهــپَ کــي گيــتَ، بيــتَ، سِــٹَ، پُكــارَ ســان
تَشبيهه ڏيندي אنهن سڀني کي بَمن، گولين ۽ بــارودَ جــي مــدِ مقابــل بيهــاريو

آهي. אياز چوي ٿو ته:
گــيــتَ بـهِ ڄــڻ گـــوريــلا آهــــن،  جـي ويريءَ تـي وאر كَـرن ٿا.

  … …
جئن جئن جاڙ وڌي ٿي جَڳَ ۾،  هــو ٻـوليءَ جـي آڙ ڇُـپن ٿـا؛
ريــتــيءَ تــي رאتــاهــا كـــن ٿــا، موٹـي مَـنـجـھِ پـهــاڙ ڇُــپـن ٿـا؛

… …
 آهــن؛پــيـلا نــيـلا جيئن، אڄـــكـــلـهه سُرخ گُلنكالههَ هُيا جي 

گــيــتَ بـهِ ڄــڻ گـــوريــلا آهــــن........
  … … … …

 گولو،-هي بـيتُ אَٿي، هي بَـم
 به کڻين، جيكي به کڻين!جيكي

مـون لاءِ ٻـنـهي ۾ فَـرَقُ نه آ، هـي بيتُ به بَـمَ جـو ساٿـي آ،
جنهن رِڻَ ۾ رאت كَيا رאڙא، تنهن هَـڎَ ۽ چَـمَ جو ساٿـي آ ـــ

۽ ويڑهــه هــاڻي ”تــه مَڑهڻ سوچي אهِو تي پاڻَ  کي אڻڄاڻائي سان حسابَ  אنِ
نشــاني جــي نــادאنيءَ پڑهڻ تــي وقــت نــه وڃــايو“  كري אُن آهي، دور جو عمل
.آهي

ــن ــائين كتــابن نصِــابي رُڳــو وאنگــر كيــڑن كِتــابي عــام پڑهــڻ جــو پَنَ ت
ســماج ســان ي ڇڎڻكر قيد کي پاڻ ۾ كتابن نصابيرڳو . هوندو نه محدود

۽ سماجي حالتن تان نظر کڄي ويندي ۽ نــتيجي طــور ســماجي ۽ حكومــتي
 نصِابي كتابنپَـنَ . אڻڄاڻن ۽ نادאنن جي هٿن ۾ رهنديون policiesپاليسيون 

ــاريخي،ســان گڎوگــڎ אدبــي،   سياســي، ســماجي، אقتصــادي، سائنســي ۽ ٻيــنت
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.كتابن کي پڑهي سماجي حالتن کي بهتر بنائڻ جي كوشش كندא

 جهــڑن ســوאلن کــي كـينئـــن۽ڇـــو، ڇـــالاءِ   سڀني کــينَسُل جا پَـنَ  پَڑهندڙ
هر بَيانَ تي لاڳو كرڻ جي كوٺَ ڏين ٿا ۽ אنهــن تــي ويچــار كــرڻ ســان گَــڎ

unavoidable فــرض ۽ אڻــٹر گھــرج پــر، ق پنهنجــو حــ نــه رڳــوجــوאبَ ڳــولڻ کــي
necessity سمجھندي كتابن کي پاڻ پڑهڻ ۽ وڌ کان وڌ ماڻهن تائين پهچائڻ

.جي كوشش جديد ترين طريقن وسيلي كرڻ جو ويچار رکن ٿا

توهان به پڑهڻَ، پڑهــائڻ ۽ ڦهلائــڻ جــي אنِ ســهكاري تحريــك ۾
شامل ٿي سگھو ٿا، بَس پنهنجي אوسي پاسي ۾ ڏِسو، هر قسم جا

.ڳاڙها توڙي نيرא، ساوא توڙي پيلا پن ضرور نظر אچي ويندא
وڻ وڻ کي مون ڀاكيِ پائي چيو ته ”منهنجا ڀاءُ 

.پهتو منهنجي من ۾ تنهنجي پَــنَ پَــنَ جو پـڑلاءُ“
)لهي پاتم كينروك(ــ אياز    
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سنڌ سلامت جو مشن ۽ مقصد سنڌي ٻوليءَ جي ڊجيٽلائيزيشن ۽ پکيڙ 
کي وسيع ڪرڻ آهي ۽ پڻ دنيا سان گڏ سندس رفتار سان هلڻ جو 

آهي جن  ڇو ته تاريخ هميشه انهن قومن جو احترام ڪيو ،سانباهو آهي
پنهنجي علمي سرمائي جي حفاظت ڪئي آهي. سنڌ سلامت پڻ 
پنهنجي ٻوليءَ جي بقاء خاطر سنڌي ٻوليءَ ۾ لکيل قيمتي ۽ ناياب ورثي 
کي ضايع ٿيڻ کان بچائڻ ۽ ان کي نه رڳو محفوظ رکڻ پر پنهنجي 

کي  تخليقناديبن، ليکڪن، محققن ۽ شاعرن جي علم، هنر ۽ 
ڪنڊ ڪڙڇ ۾ موجود سنڌين تائين مفت ڊيجيٽلائيز ڪندي دنيا جي 

 ۾ آسانيءَ سان پهچائڻ جو عزم ڪيو آهي.
اسان جي خواهش ھئي ته سنڌي مواد تي مشتمل هڪ اهڙوڪتاب گھر 

 ڪتابن .قائم ڪجي جتي هر موضوع تي مشتمل ڪتاب موجود ملن
اينڊرائيڊ سميت آئي فون يا  ۽کي ڳولڻ ۽ ڊائونلوڊ ڪرڻ آسان هجي 

سميت هر قسم جي ڊوائيس تي آساني سان آن  ونڊوز آپريٽنگ سسٽم
 جي.گھلائين پڻ پڙهي س

ذريعي ئي ممڪن ٿي سگھيو. “ سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر”۽ اهو سڀ 
اميد ته سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر ذريعي سموري دنيا ۾ موجود سنڌي نه 
صرف ڀرپور لاڀ حاصل ڪندا پر سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر کي وڌيڪ 

 ورو ساٿ نڀائيندا.فائديمند بنائڻ لاءِ پنهنجو پ
 

 books.sindhsalamat.com 
 

پلي اسٽور جي ھن  سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر جي اينڊرائيڊ اپليڪيشن
 :لنڪ تان ڊائونلوڊ ڪريو

 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.s
indhsalamat.book 
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