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PREFACE

The first but somewhat incomplete printed edition
of the text of Shah-jo-Risalo (the Poetic Compendium of
Shah Abdul Latif) based on "two good manuscripts" was
published by Ernest Trumpp in 1866 from Leipzig.
Amore complete lithographed edition of the text based on
a single manuscript was published from Bomaby in
Zigadah 1283 A.H. (April 1867). The same text was
reprinted with minor alterations and 1mproved
orthography in 1293/1876, 1310/1893, 1329/1911 and
again in 1340/1922. In 1306/1889 another lithographed
edition based on an independent manuscript was
published from Bombay. In 1900, a “Complete” text of
the Risalo based on two manuscripts, one of them
preserved at Bhitshah, was printed from Karachi and
issued by the Education Department of the Government
of Bombay.

Thus, in all six manuscripts, beside the one
preserved in the Brithish Museum, were used
independently in preparing the different editions of the
Risalo from 1866 to 1900. It was during the twenties of
this century, that the late Dr. H.M Gurbuxani undertook
to prepare a critical edition of the Risalo by comparing
and collating the printed texts as well as other available
manuscripts. Among othrs, he also used the British
Museum manuscript, but after three-fifths of the text
edited by him were printed® he died. Thus, the
incorporation of the text of the British Museum

® The First volume of his edition was printed in 1923, the second in 1924
and the third in 1931, all covering some three-fifths of the whole text.

www.sindhsalamat.com i books.sindhsalamat.com




(it 3 o 3 gm0 it 33) o law y 9w 2L

manuscripts in his edition of the Risalo remained
inconclusive.

On the 30™ of September 1966, the “Shah Abdul
Latif Cultural Centre Committee” decided to undertake
the publication of “Original source materlas” on the life
and poetry (the Risalo) of Shah Abdul Latif, and entrusted
the editor’s responsiblites to me. Accordingly, I selected
two manuscripts for edition and publication in the first
instance: the one of Lataif-i-Latifi, an origingal work on the
poet’s biography,® and the other the British Museum
manuscripts of the Risalo. My study of the latter had
indicated that it respresented a selective but independent
version based on the cutch tradition of Shah Abdul Latif’s
Poetry. As compared to a sister manuscripts preserved in
the india office Libarary, the British Museum Manuscript
was less selective and more complete. Now that I have
scrutinized it in details while preparting this edition, I fell
convinced that this manuscripts represents an entirely
independent though selective collection of Shah Abdul
Latif’s Poetry. In contradistinction with all the other
commonly obtained manuscripts of the Risalo which
commence with “Sur Kaliyan”, this one opens with “Sur
Sasui”. In opening verse is 12" of the “Kohiyari Section of
Sur Sasui” in the Bombay Lithographed edition. The
Sequential arrangement of verse under each SUR (Chapter
heading) is also different in this manuscripts.

This manuscripts of the Risalo is preserved in the
British Museum under "No. Or. 2967". It contains 284
folios. The counting of the folios was done on “14 Feb.
1886”, which indicates that it was acquired for the
Museum before that date. It is written in a clear beautiful
hand, and the scribe appears to have checked it

e Comgiled in Persian by the poet scholar Mir Abdul Hussain Khan Sangl
in 1888. This work has already been published by the committee in 196‘(71.
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subsequently whith another manuscript or read it with
some well-informed scholar of the Risalo, and noted
down the variations in the margin which, by and large,
appears to be the better readings. The scribe has also
noted down® Meanings in Persian uner some of the more
difficult words of the text. Though some of these
meanings are correct and helpful, there are many more
which hardly make any sense and appear to have been
based on hearsay. These meanings as well as alternate
readings of the text are given in the foot-notes to each
page in this edition. Though used by the late Dr.
Gurbuxani, this manuscripts has not seen the light of the
day and is being printed now for the first time. For its
independent approach, the publication of this edition
should prove to be extremely valuable to the scholars of
Shah-jo- Risalo.

o

N.A BALOCH
Sindh Univeristy
4, January 1970.

some of the renowned followers of the poet had belonged to the
neighboring cutch territory to the south of Sindh, and they continued on
the oral tradition of his poetry and music there.
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