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(Brin PEACE

Swarms of eyes

Pretending bats

to the conspicuous sun

Colonies of tongues

ostriched in mouths

with fear - dumbed words

A dozen hands

ready to shoot

the instant one moves

set in their places ¢
passive like death

as seemingly unconnected

Some one will have to see and speak
and bear the bullet

for a sign of life.

FARIDA FAIZULLAH
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(el PIRANHA

At the moment we discover him, his shirt remains
unruffled with one red hole - almost unnoticeable-
in front, beneath which his liver is being drilled
into slowly. His jacket still retains

its intended creases and is free from stains.

At the end of one a&rm, where his hand

was, there sprouts a wriggling frond

of the Feeders The irreversibili ty of what's taking
place, bemuses us. The end

is known. There's only the proccess of waiting.
His collar is immaculate and his tie

only slightly askew, His hair is neatly combed
and well - pomaded. His eyes

are lucid, noting colour, form.

His mouth is wide in an unending scieam.

SALMAN TARIK KURESHI
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There is a silence that delves for pain
sounds that float around us
aching to be words

to be music

This summer

gul-mohur flowered

before its time.

Shrubs curl backwards

for shade,

Across the burnt gress
there is a dried pool

and beside it:

a small wooden bench
where we sit

grafting our silence

on each other’s thoughts.

MANSOOR SHEIKH
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CROCODILES

Frem around the swamp
i the for bidding vapours rise.

On one side, acacias shoot up.

The approach has been walled off.
Ve Then in a sudden shaft of light

you see them: venerable,

weighted against the sand,

nursing their torpor.

Canines bared like tusks,

they lie,

as though the swamp

had spewed them up,

You would think them

dead or asleep,

But each primitive lnzenge

of skin is watching.

In each form,

brooding on the bank,

there flickers its instant

of ravenous, lightning revival.

ADRIAN A. HUSSAIN
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