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The recency or antiquity of development may also be

indicated by such investigation. Where one or an other
feature as a marker on the road to uniqueness of identity.
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Alternately, it may be used to indicate the degree of

distance between tworelated languages. .. through theuse
of these [ & & ] implosives. Sindhi has a three_way
contrast among its stop phonemes. These are contrasts
between Voice and its absense, Aspiration and its
absense, and Ipmlosion and its counter. Additionaly
Sindhi makes use of five articulatory positions: Bilabial,
Dental, Alveolar, Palatal and Velar. These features and
positions produce one of the more luxariant stop systems
known in any Language for a total of twenty four stop
phonemes.

What is unusual about the implosives is the general rarity
of such sounds in Language other than those of Africa.
Indo_European Languages wuse implosives only
frequently and then usually not as a distinctive set with
several members. When used, they seem to be
onomatopoetic for most part representing a limited
number ofevents. Implosive do accur, however, in several
languages in Asia... these seem to be emphatics
distinctively rather than implosives and appear in some
instances to be in free variation with the corresponding
explosives. Khubchandani mentions implosives in free
variation with the corressponding explosive stops in
Rajasthani and Gujrati as well as in Multani. These would
seem to be the result of Sindhi influences under certain
conditions. (Bordie [1975]270_271)
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