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“Next in importance is the Khosa tribe, which is deserving
of a few remarks, as it excercised a great influence on the
fortunes of the Thurr, as also of the neighbouring province
of Kutch. The Khosas are Mohammedans, they immigrated to
Sind with the Kalboras, and on the fall of that dynasty in
A. D. 1782, left Sind proper, when a portion of the tribe
distributed itself about the Desert between Marwar and the
Valley of the Indus. They are a fine, robust, martial race,
inured to fotigue, exposure, and scanty living, brave and
enterprising when roused to action; but improvident and slothful
when pot excited. The Desert was Just the place for their

qualities to shind in”
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“For generations, they looked to saddle and the sword
_as their mearss of livelihood. So long as their old masters, the
Kalhoras, swayed the destinies of Sind, and continued to pay
them, they served them faithfully; but being now without
employment or the means of living, and having nothing to
expect from the Talpurs, who had raised themselves to power
on the fall of the Kalhoras, they betook theniselves to the
" Desert, where without manual labour, to which they were un-
accustomed, they gained a livelihood by associating themselves
with the local Chiefs and when the worst came to worst, by
helpmg themselves forcibly, in true Oriental fashion, to a
share of others property. The sequel has shown the skill and
enterprise with which they availed themselves of the advantages
of their new field of action, and how they levied contributions
or black mail to the gates of Bhooj in one direction, to the
walls of Radbanpur in another, and to the vicinity of Ahmedabad
in a third”.
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... They were too ignorant, self willed, independent and hot-
headed to be driven, and if roughly handled, would at once have
betaken to their saddles, and trusted to the Desert and luck
for a livelihood, and yet they had many good and valuable
qualities for police men. Constant fatigue and privaticn was
what they had been used to from their childhood, while their
local knowledge extended to every path amongst the sand
hills of the Desert, and pretty nearly to every inhabitant
thereof. After a great dcal of negotiations, Barra Khan, one
of the elders and most influential of the tribe, consented to
become a servant of the British Government. He was a
remarkably fine old man, of about 60 years of age, he has
been in several skirmishes with our detachments, and at last
surrendered to Ceptain Jackson, he had numerous wounds,
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both shot and sabre, received in action. He used at first,
when talking over the subject of taking service, to uncover
his arm or side, and show his scars, adding “These were
received when fighting against you - how can I now eat your
salt?” Judicious advice, however and Colonel Roberts personal
influence with him and others of the Chiefs, eventually overcame
his scruples, and he became servant of the State.
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...... The dreaded names of “Bara Khan'? and ‘*Shadi Khan”,
the great leaders of the banditti of former years, have ceased
to terrify the more peaceably disposed iahabitants, while their
descendants and Kinsmen are now numbered amongst our
best police, and most docile subject’, |
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