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Dr. Mohmrned Ali Kazi

SIRI RAG

The contents of the Dastan captioned Rag SIRI, are in .
conformity with its effects. Masters of classical music are of
the opinion that Rag Siri could be effectively sung in autumn.
This is the part of the year when grace of Spring and the
invigorating and life-giving heat of Summer wane and one feels
enervating influences of the change of Season, manifest in
feverish condition. This physical state affects the emotions in
turn and an individual feels rather morbid and miserable. Rag
Siri has a soothing effect upon the emotions. It relieves the
mind of gloom and neutralizes negative sentiments that have
their hold upon the entire area of their imagination.

It is here that the analogy becomes distinct. Human
beings have stages in their life. They come across a stage
termed as ‘autumn of life’, a period when the splendour and mag-
netism of youth show signs of deterioration and there are
moments when awareness about the flecting and the transitory
nature of worldly things and the approach of the final hour,
flash across the mind. Some may pretend ignorance but it is
a reality. This state makes man rather sober and moderate,
given to self-examination. The poet has appropriately taken
stock of this state of affairs and taken opportunity to soothe
the obsessed mind with caution and consolation, the effect
being no less than that of the music of Rag Siri. It isin this
respect that the topic is identical with the time.

Although the poet is reported to have received little edu-
cation, yet by all standards of judgement, he was a philosopher,

3
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Sufi & Saint. He chose poetry as effective miedium for
transmission of his plain but lofty ideas. His poetry was spon-
taneous and inspired. Where prose fails, poetry succeeds on
account of its rhyme and rhythm émerging from the depth of

mind. This is what excatly one comes across in his Risalo. ¢

He compares life to a voyage across a surging sed and
confirms that anything that could avert calamities likely to
befall in the course of voyage, is the steadfast holding to the
values that govern human conduct.

The account of effects narrated in the Dastans are his own
observations. He travelled far and wide into the wilderness of
jungles, on the hills and across the river. He has mirrored
the whole culture of the people of Sind. He lived in an age
when, with the purpose of trade & commerce, wooden boats -
plied in the ocean, and never without the risk of being wrecked.
The destiny of the Ship depended upon the directions of
wind and the intelligent handling of the boatman; and the pro: 3

- fit of the trade upon the quality of the commodities.

The poet’s description and poetic diction all through aré
allegorical.

The words that he has uséd in this particular"‘jw.

j_fj K C)L@Sj.ﬁa 1 .::\-;4--.&.-4» L J._'gLu X (“5‘2--&_0 . C %.0 etC.
e signifies the individuval himself, and .., the snare of
formidable temiptation. SiEn, is man’s personality and ; 3
implies the characteristics of imperishable merchandise, Ot gus

arc

of man are the men of his menoy finest qualities of head and heart.

For instance he says

A

o 53 Sl Uy Ty 13,7
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The swelling sea. has sent down to its bottom many a big boat,
Ob Captain, do not be unwary and unmindful of the whirlpool.

W . ble 1 YU B, »
L?' u?\mu U_.\L.u )151L.J U‘%‘ hiyor -

You could hear tbe dreadful sound of the turbulent sea.

122

u—"‘

90-\-——635)3 - JL_.: .s:. ._,O.a.h_,‘ Sj_j un.w

Ej J\—J‘ -J O')j‘ U—YU‘)}J J d—JlJ

O u*-é-“' & guw JA% Ll ;3335_“4

b S "_

You saw for yourself what ‘you one time heard. You have
brought your boat to a wrong destination on account of your

own negligence. You slept while the boat sailed and never
remembered God " ' '

Q_’J Jm—f—_—‘ Ug,..u Qj;@,—‘ J.Jb L) 2 o

I had warned you against the danger of defective and fragile

ferry witt worn out sails. It could seldom withstand the
violent waves of the ‘sea.

@5‘-\)3 uJ'jJJL}Q ué.) J\udt@.é}m
: u”}"‘ &, 5{ ) =0 g’bﬁ‘ js=
OL-»‘ rw LS@.J‘ u)b uad rbLJ ULMA

These who know, are communicating the behaviour of this

rough river. They are the honest and upright people. Truth
is their article of trade.

Quran says:

g Qe e Ko 3)li yle oK1 g Dorl Ml el
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Oh ye believe shall [ lead you to a bargain that will save you
from a grievous penalty. (Tr. by Allama Yusuf Ali). So the
life is all trade and transaction. Pure thoughts and noble deeds
should constitute our merchandise.

Sayyid says: ¢

O35 Sy p orim s> gl
Y U PO T S

Shah Abdual Latif has spiritualized his poetry, which elevates
man in the plane of imagination. Tt is for this purpose that
his anniversaries are observed. We have simply to search our
mind and see where we stand. The deeper we dive into our
mind and take stock of our actions, the sadder we become;
but in reality virtue lies in our positive reaction to the distre-
ssing situation. The reaction should be with submission and
devotion. It is at this stage that we desperately invoke the
help of God. The poet says: ‘

Wb et Gla wxe s Gl 0"
Sediz 02 d s ol g)la bya
. . b - .

It is only then that one could expect the Divine Mercy. God
loves those who become honest and steadfast and never com-
promise with evil, after Truth has dawned upon them, revealing
to them their past faults and failures and impelling them to
repent sincerely for the sake of purgation from sins.
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Prof. Mohammed ~Akram Ansari

Sirl Rag
or ~
Man s Role asaSailororaTradesman

4

A sense of frustration has taken hold of modern man.
Life appears to be barren, futile and impotent. Are we not
deaf and dumb, blind and numb, shallow and hollow? Have
we not been groping in the dark with no ray of light within,
which should reveal the mysteries and glories of life without? -
Have we not been buzzing and weaving and whirling with no
choice, no freedom, no initiative and no creative impulse? Have
we not been worshipping mere exigency, having lost sight of
our permanent goal? Feverish activity, senseless bustling, end-
less argumentation and countless conferences have neither brous
- ght peace to our tortured souls nor saved mankind from recur-
ring disasters, Restless research in the fields of natural and
social sciences bave neither revealed the secrets of nature nor
solved human problems. Thousands of prescriptions and patent
medicines have neither brought health to human bodies nor
soundness to human minds. The more qualified doctors and
psychotherapists we manufacture, the mare physical and mental
pauents we get. One wonders whether even the weightless
condition consequent upon the development of our space-craft
will ever relieve us of our pressures and tensions and the gra-
vitaiional pull of the smoky earth. The fact remains that we
 Shall carry our worries, our troubles, our problems, our attitu-
des, our passions, our intelligence and our planning anywhere
n ke universe and createghell for us: Are we not controlled

A
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from the earth by the petty vested interests of our community?
The influence of heaven we have long rejected as irrelevan't to
buman dignity and initiative. While we interd to travel. into
the depths-or shall we say the heights—of space, We unknowu.lgly
cut off our channels of communication with the mysterious
universe, we fail to understand the ailing human heart and we
block the divine circuits. ’

How does Latif make conscious of the basic principle:s of
successful travelling? First of all we should be fully conscious
of where we are travelling, our destiny, our far-reaching cont-
acts, our relation-ships, our past, present and future, our achi-
‘evements, struggles and aspirations, the milestones covered so
far, the present position and the vision of the future. See your
activity as a continuous whole and not as isolated fragments

"~ of disdrdérly tehaviour. Be aware of your integrated whole
and make sure that you are travelling from chaos to cosmos,
from darkness to light. Without inner cleanliness, without
washing off the dark spots of prejudice and without sincerity
of ‘puerSe, ybu cannot take a single step forward. An unclean
mind 'sees nothing but “diversity; a pure spirit sees oneness,
Let not your petty interésts and passions divert you from the
path, let _not;’ your sectional leanings divide you,

. %@/3 p S G o Ol

g Bl o (S Sl ujﬁﬁw

©“You may be asked one day about your activities on the
earth; whatever you do now and here'may havea reper-
"cussion on your future. So constantly keep in mind your
destination. Purify your breast of evil designs; let only
‘the white radiance live in it so that you may see oneness. -
Bea vigilant, thoughtful, -conscientious ‘seafarer so that
you may reach your divine destiny after braving the
cross—cutrents of earthly existence.”
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Realization that one Fas gone astray-and keen simply
dazzled by the mirage of artificial cyilization, repentence of our
past follies and falsehood and sincere preyers for guidance are

the next essential’ requiremen s which will help us to follow the
right course.,
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“The reason why Ihave fallen to this state of sickly
existence is this that I toiled for artificial j 1mitation stones;
the reai pearls never captured my attention. Universal
truth and permanent values remained neglected uncared
for while ‘I dealt in cheap lead. Ican rise only when
dwmc light inspires me and sustains me”.

Latif advises us to -give up traning io the trans]ent world-
ly commodmea with a deceitful mind and be in constam
communion with the Universal Spirit,
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“Do not earn falsehood; converse with the Lord. Take
out all treachery from you heart, because the Lord loves

truth alone. Create a fiame of lovein your soul: Approach

in this fashion so that you may become succcssfu] In
your transactions.”

A

Man |carns to stand up ﬁrmly and take steps in the right
direction only when he recogmzes that there is the Divine within
him wi.o leads him to glory.
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“You exist within me, therefore I can step forward.

Thus am I guided, otherwise I am without a guide. My
eyes are thirsting to have communion with your eyes,

his is all my ad oration.”
Il

Do we need religion? Ought we to believe in God? Shall
we say our prayers? Much depends on ourconcepts of religion,
God and prayers. Is religion an opium which dooms us to
our present lot and checks us from changing the status quo?
Is God a tyrannic power bent upon crushing us unless we gra-
tify him through obeisance and ritual? lIs prayer an empty
supplication before an exiernal authority or image which takes
away all initiative from human hands? When religion advoca-
tes change through buman efforr, when it inspires universal
brotherhood, when it points towards cosmopolitan and huma-
pitarian outlook, should we not seek its protection? When
God is conceived as a self-directing power within us which
leads us to higher light and wisdom, should we be not guided
by Him. When prayer is a communion with the Universal
Spirit which links us with the Infinite Space and Time, should
we be not led by it to real fieedon? Listen to Latif who

says'
-
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“Whatever exists in the universe depends on you and is
sustained by you. You are the Infinite Mercy . and
Infinite Love. Left to myself and judged by my actions,
I cannot escape damnation. Only when you shower your
mercy and forgive me my faults, shall I see salvation.”

God is thus our Merciful Protector who will save us from
the suffocating and incriminating atmosphere of the so-called
civilized cities and courts where everyone accuses everyone else
but all deserve to be condemned,

Latif refers to our religious experience in these words:
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“Those who communed with the Deen, need fear no
bostile tide. They swam through rough waters with the
effect of sincere repentence. They crossed strong currents
with resignation stamped on their faces. Ip midstream,
the Pilot guided their course to safety,”

You must not only learn to swim or sail on the surface
but also to dive deep into the sea of physical universe, Thus
you will bring out real pearls from the bottom of t(he un.
fathomable ocean. This is the way of all true scholars, philo-
sophers and scientists.
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- “This is the method of all true divers: they probed the
Deep, reached the bottom and picked up pearls. With
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their own hands they presented to the impoverisded
bhumanity the precious valuables,”’

No cne can be sure of success inspite of sincere efforts:-
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“Round the clock on the ocean he lives constantly think-
ing of his destination. It is not within' his power to say
that the bark will drift to the shore”.

It will be extreme of human folly and arrogance and
unworthy of -a scientifi explorer to believe that ones en-
deavour will mert with immediate success. Why should we
expect qulck ‘result and hang those who are not successful?
There are thousands of invisible, inexplicable factors woiking
in the universe that our scientific eye does not see. That is
why we must work and pray at the same time.
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“I have no idea of a shore |

O Lord! protect me.

I only depend on your mercy |
My sins are countless. O Lord!”

.

There are yet other lessons you have .to learn while
watching meditatively the boatman and his craft. In the physi-
cal world you find balance every where~from an atom to the
whole solar system, one particle balances another particle, one
current - balances another current, one force balrnces another
force. In human affaus too one bas to leatn how to -maintain
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balance at different stages and in different situations. Have you
not seen a toddler trying to stand upright, then taking a step
or two forward, then falling down, then repeating the exercise?
When you step into the boat you bave to balance your body,
then throughout the process of sailing you have to set a
balance, men, cargo and all against the boat, the boat against
the waves and winds. Unconsciously the humble boatman
plays the role of a scientific philosopher of the highest calibre.
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“The craft is old, the load of worldly goods
It may not bear; the keel in cracked.

The saliish water will infiltrate, my dear,
Causing it to sink. How soon the bloom
Did passl Was it not but yesterday:"

No matter, in whatever stage of life you are, so long as
you are alive, you have to equip it, oil it, decorate it, make
it seaworthy. Otherwise how can it face the storms? Unless
human life is equipped with the best philosophy, finest ideas,
inspired by elevating beauties and sublimities, urged by
glorious goals, how can it struggle against the vicious forces

of evil?
L'S"Jé» U_._gl.egs . ‘!"r:.i 5..\...,3 O}
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“‘Set right your defects, oil your skiff daily, Prepare

yourself for the Deep, take care, Sooner or later it shall
bave to be launched for deep water.”

What more shrewd philosophy of business can be found
than in these lines:—
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“Deal in merchandise which time does not make stale. |
You have to carry your goods to every nook and corner
of the world. See that they are made acceptable. See
that they have a market. In other words your thoughts
should have a universal appeal so that nothing may go
waste. Carry on that transaction, that communication,
that dealing, that economic policy, that programme which
my help you rise and stand up in full glory amidst the
committee of nations.”

Do all this before it is too late. Life, will pass away
and you will be left rubbing your hands with repentence and
self-condemnation,

I TIC ST ST AP PR Rt
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“Like a bubble on the surface
that is burst by a blast

You are in this world

Only for a short while.”

IV

A greater part of the message of Latif is in the form of
warning. How can we hope to succeed if our thought is old
and worn-out, if our action is infirm and insincere, if our
preparation is half-hearted and incomplete, if our weapons are
borrowed and obsolete, if our craft — whether land-craft, sea-
craft or air-craft is dilapidated: A woman teaches wisdom to

her husband:
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“Did I rot tell you my dear husband, do not depend
upon the dilapidated craft, With old rotten sails you are
thinking of embarking upon rough sea. Beware the tides
shall take their toll.”

Note that the words old, stale, rotten and time-worn are
all symbols of bad philosophy - whether social, political or
economic, may we also include educational? Anyway we are
warned against sleeping away our time and letting the world
take a lead of us,
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““Do not sleep O Pilots! if the sea threatens.
It is roaring like curd in the churn.

Sleep does not befit a soul that has
Suffered such a heavy set-back.”

What a fall! What a backslide! Note the tragedy:
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Here the main emphasisis on foreign rule, foreign domi-
nation, foreign influence.
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“The boat is in the midstream, it may sink, it may sail.
Whatever was made smooth, straight and tight by the carpenter
kas gone wrong and crooked. Even the nails that kept the
craft intact got‘ rusted and rotten. Our own guides are not in
their rightful place; European pirates around—pnay inside
your craft. My God protecct your craft when the brave new
vessels have foundered.”

And then another realization, another repentence, another
appeal and another return:
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“1 wasted tingc, now time doth waste me.
My soul was darkened, O Lord!
Remove the rust, polish it, brighten it again ™

A%

The soul that has lost all sense of discrimination to the
really valuable and the merely eye-bewitching cannot get back
to the path. Our education should be a process to bring out
an understanding and appreciation of what is really valuable in
human life. In other words it should sharpenour discrimination
of right and wrong. Unfortunately we are so much used to
adulterated food that pure food has no meaning for us, so much
used to corrupt practices that honest labour appears to us as
waste of time, as sheer inefficiency. We are reduced to a po-
sition in which all honest men are counted as inefficient and
all efficient people have to indulge in corrupt practices. Latif
points out to us thke irony of the situation:
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“Q gold! leave the place, do not settle here. The diicri-

)
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minating jewelers have already left this land. Those who
waste jewels, for them there is nothing but hellfire.”

Again:
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“Since the jewelers have left, you should also leave O

gold! No one will recognize your worth; they will mix
you up with common trash.*

That is why there is so much of brain-drain in our coun-
e Qur best brains have. been compelled to flee and settle
n foreign lands. If perchance any. honest dealer in truth is

left out, allowed to survive, he has nothing else to do but to
rzpeat: '
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“The artificial glass was accepted: real pearls were rejected.
In my lap is pure truth but Ifeel ashamed of offering it.”

Our poet does not leave us sinking in the mood of utter

dejection. Have we ever thought about the inner significance
of these lines?
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“A pearl was reduced to smithercens through the negli-
geace or mischief of a women. When it was intact it

was highly valuable but when broken its worth was in-
calculable.”
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In spiritual matters it makes no difference if a thing g
one piece and in your possession or in millions of broken mass
and in possession of others. You may have nothing to do
with Truth, with Justice, with Love, with Bliss but these things
exist in their own right and in an bsolutely objective, indepen-
dent and disinterested universe. Try to reach th: meaning
again in the following lines; >
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“The forest was all consumed; it became a plain field in
which thieves could not find a hiding place and no pecessity
was ever felt of hidning (No need for Secrecy, Reservation,
Equivocation, Dissimulation and Prevarication—Key-words in
modern administration and diplomacy). All ups and downs,
all differences of high and low, all defects and drawbacks
were levelled down. The longing and the longed—for, both .
found eternal union, eternal joy, eternal peace in each other.”

VI

Shall we ever reach a universe of absolute objectivity,
absolute disinterestedness, in which you will have nothing to
hide, nothing to feel ashamed of, nothing to possess, nothing to
long for? Learn the method:
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“The way of heaven is uphill;

Even the native adepts get lost; R
The foaming waves are hostile;

So enter with all loves intensity,”
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“Forget the blows and buffets of time,

Though thousand waves threated
Turn your face to Merciful Lord.”

And finally:
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“Though ship-wrecked, losta nd wandering goalless,
I depend on your Mercy.

Holding the Beloved in a loving embraee,

I will give good news to my friends.”

The gloom, the darkness, the senselessness, is not absolute.
. There 1s still hopz, still light still joy in life,
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APPENDIX

.
{
Translation of the baifs is given in a sort of free verse
in the text of this article: Attempt has been made to compose

them in a verse from here.
(1)

They might inquire, beware! take pains

To clean thy dirty heart of all the stains;
Direct thine eyes to. the sea so as to reach
A sight sublime beyond and earthly beach.

(2) |

Falsehood 1 earned, the pearls spurned,
Exchange of cheap alone I learned.

To such a low state I am fallen O Lord!
Make me rise again with an inspiring word.

()

Deal not with the base, exchange pure gold,
Relieve thine heart of the treacherous hoard,
Lord loves the truth, be true in all thine deeds,
A flame of love create to serve all thy needs.

()

Thou livest in me, therefore can I take a step,
Guide me, O God! or I only gape,

Let mine eyes commune with thine, and thee obey,
This is the way how I my prayers say.
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All that live find sustenance in thee;

A fountain of mercy divine ever I see.

My sios are such, no worldly judge can let
Me free, thine round of grace I full expect.

(6)

No wave did ever harm the man

who watched the sea with cautious plan.

With repentence sincere be swam through the storm,
Propped by reliance with ease be crossed all harm;
He lacked no truth, he lacked no honest guide

To pass the ocean dangerous and wide.

(7
The real truth never doth on surface flow,
Learn this from divers who to the bottom go;
They pick up rare pearls and present them,
To the right royal of noblest fame.

(8)

Round the clock with constant care,
He the haughty deep doth dare,

* Tis not his power to rule the sea,

Or say his skiff will drift to Destiny.

©®)

No thought have I of a secure shore,
On thee do I depend more and more.
My sins have gathered on my head,
On thy mercy my hopes are fed.

(10)

The craft is old, the load of worldly care,
With all weak points; it may not bear.
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The keel doth creak, it may not hold

" Gainst salt water furious and bold,
Shall it sink so soon? Life’s bloom
Doth pass so soon, leaving only gloom.

(11)

Patch up they cracks, daily oil thine skiff,
Look out for the deep, climb up the cliff,
Thy call shall come, be ready, embark!
For the waters blue, deep and dark.

(12)

Deal in the goods which time doth not make stale,
r Carry them far and wide, see that they do not fail.

(13)

Like a bubble thou art made,
so soon to bloom and then to fade.

(14)
I warned thee all the way my dear!
The old dilapidated bark to fear,
With rotten sails rough seas to challenge!
The hangry tides shall take revenge.

(15)

The sea threatens, sailors! do not sleep,
The waves are churning, constant vigil keep,
Sweet complacence doth not suit a soul,
That hath but now paid a heavy toll.

- (16)

My bark in mid-streat, may sink, may sail,
What was thought so perfect now doth fail,
The guides are not to be séen in rightful place,
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The prowling pirates up and down do pace,
May Lord my modest craft protect!
When proud vessels have been cruelly wrecked.

(17)

My soul was darkened O Lord!

When I negligent sat on board.

I wasted time, now it doth me waste.
Brighten my gloomy spirits to their best.

(18)
Leave the place unfit for thee O gold!
The rightful jewellers pure and bold,

To that dismal land bade farewell,
Where people so soon their conscience sell.

(19)

Where is the place for thee O gold,
When honest dealers left their fold.
The wasteful people will throw thee out
And mix thee up with common lout.

(20)

The imitation people pearls did catch their eye,
The real were rejected with a sigh, -

In my lap is pure truth O Lord,

Shy I feel to offer it at the ford.

(21)

A pearl perchance to pieces did break,

A Women’s heart with sighs did it wreck,
When it was whole its value wasa million
When it was broke it was beyond billion.
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(22)

The thick-laid forest was cleared,

The thieves their exposure now feared,

The ups and downs of life were levelled,

The louging and the beloved were thus united.

(23)

The way to Heaven is not smooth,
Uphill, uphill is the path to truth,

Even those well-versed in the native. ways
Get lost in intricating maze.

The waves their foaming fury show,

So with loves full intensity go.

(24)

Make littie of the blows and buffets of time,
Let them test and try thy constant soul
Tempests are aspects only of the sublime,
Remember ever thine heavenly goal:

(25)

Though ship-wrecked, lost and aimless

On thy Grace and Mercy 1 do depend;

Some day holding the Truth in loving embrace,
Good news to all my friends shall 1 send.
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