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THE IMMORTAL BEAUTY OF LATIFS

SEA POETRY

Prof. Md. Akram Ansari

I

“It was no mean or Jow-born creature which nature chose
when she brought man into the mighty assemblage of life and
all the order of the universe, and ordained us to be the spec-
tators of the cosmic show and most eager competitors; from the
first she poured into our souls a deathless longing for all that
is great and diviner than ourselves.” The immortal words of
Longinus, the first transcendental critic, uttered about two
thousand years ago, remind us of our vital importance in the
cosmic scheme, the role we have to play as observers and the
keen competition in which we have to participate for dear life,
for survival, for advancement. They also reveal to us that the
grandeur and nobleness of human soul lies in aspiring after all
that is greater and diviner than ourselves. We see, we think,
we act, we become: that appears to be the primrose path we
have been pursuing to reach a higher end.

Sea appeals to us because it is sublime, because it is vast,
because it is limitless, because it is unfathomable, because it is
immeortal. 1t also appeals to us on account of its capacity to
devour, to hold, to possess and to assimilate. We sometimes
feel not only a perfect communion between ourselves and the
sea but also an absolute identification. There are waves in
the atmosphere in which we breathe, there are waves in the
sky we perceive, there are waves in the matter we use. Above

5
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all there are waves that rise and fall within us. [s the whole
universe not a sea of telepathic communication and inter-
relationship?

Before we comc to our poet let us quote from some of the
British Sea-lovers. Byron addresses the sea thus:

Thou glorious mirror, where the Almighty’s form
Glasses itself in tempests; in all time, —

Calm or convulsed, in breeze, or gale or storm

Icing the pole, or in torrid clime

Dark-heaving, boundless, endless and sublime,

The image of eternity, the throne

Of the Invisible; even from out thy slime

The monsters of the deep are made, each zone

Obeys thee; thou goest forth, dread, fathomless, alone.

All the attributes of the sea as a symbol of the Divine Power
are brought out with such a vigour that we conceive of it as
a Preserver, as a Creator and as a Destrover, All in One.

Wordsworth in his famous immortality ode emphasizes
that it is impossible to forget the sea:

Hence in a season of calm weather,

Though inland far we be,

Our souls have sight of that immortal sea
Which brought us hither,

Can in a moment travel thither,

And see the children sport upon the shore
And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore.

Only a mystic vision will enable us to conceive how we are
brought here by the immortal sea, why we constantly remember
the place whence we came hither, how we can, through imagina-
tion, travel thither in a moment, why children like to play on
the sea-shore and how do we educate ourselves by listening to
the mighty waters, rolling evermore,
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In a prophetic vision Shelley had a premonition how his
ife would pass away :

My spirits bark is driven

Far from the shore, far from the trembling throng
Whose sails were never to the tempest given;

The massy earth and sphered sky are riven!

I am borne darkly, fearfully afar.

This is indeed the way some travel far from the trembling
throng of people busy in their mundane activity, never equipped
and experienced to walk on the path; this is exactly how the
earth and the sky make way for the chosen few to move in the
dear direction of the Divine Beloved.

An American poet Walt Whitman identifies the Book, his
soul’s record, with the sailing bark and speaks thus:

Then falter not O book, fulfil your destiny,

You not a reminiscence of the land alone,

You too as a lone bark cleaving the ether,
Purposed I know not wither, yet ever full of faith,
Consort to every ship that sails, sail you!

Little wonder, we, our books, are all sailing like lone barks,
cleaving the ether, to an unknowable, unattainable goal, ever
full of faith.

II

Samoondi is not merely such other poem; it anticipates
all such feeling and thought; it rises above all that is common-
place to the level of true sublimity. Latif is the greatest lover
of the sea and is in silent sympathy with her moods. His
observation is characterized by accuracy and precision. His
sketches are alluring and picturesque. His expression is clear,
vivid, lucid and incomparable. A keen sense of beauty, whether
of landscape, or of rhythmic motion in nature, or of human
relationship, lurks throughout the gentle effusion of his celicate
spirit.
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The subject matter is of universal interest and applicability:
it is a common sight of mariners leaving their home and hearth,
their wives praying silently for their safe return and waiting
patiently and piously till their masters join them temporarily
after coming back from their mission of exploring the deep
with which they have spiritual relationship. In which spot of
the universe is there no union, separation and re-union? Which
soul does not feel the lure of the unknown, infinite, sublime,
unattainable? Who does not want te break the worldly bond-
ages so as to assert the most fundamental and prime relation-
ship with the Cosmic Spirit? Shadows deceive: barriers block
the vision; earthly beauties betray; so sail on and on to your
ever-receding Destiny.

No two souls have walked exactly on the same path and
exactly with the same speed. So it is not the act of betrayal
if some leave others far behind, however dear the latter be to
the former:

cer oiple o s ey A%
\"6*33}'3 ‘J‘;e)f-? »”® \Q-‘Tz{ “rj (S O9
oo O Gehe A EsE el 2 Ahew

(1)

“Sit by the side of seafarers; you take negligent

theps, they shall sail to the distant land. Why did

you not go along with those who have no other

homeland but the sea?”

Who is to be blamed if you do not keep pace with the
one whom you love?

So he poor woman is left behind to weep and sigh:
Lo Jhe e gpda (0803 (g 92 e
C):gé g.)bJED dé‘ O 3 iap) Qtsj)

4 & n °
S o9l gy g e g“)l% (__55. Qe
(2)

“Same were the days of my prime youth, when my

love prepared to sail away. My tears do not stop
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them. What shall T dc? Soon after kindling a flame
and setting me on fire, they are thinking of sailing

29

away.

Fear, that they have gone for good, agitates the innocent
mind of the poor girl:
A@rb ..\> (,‘f ,;)_9,0 ‘;n‘ (5]*3‘ LAn
£ 95 5,\;5,. SO0k (LS g.\>. L i:\-
e Ol Syms vesale )*nsy
(3)
“They sailed away, forsaking me for ever at this
place. Ages have passed, no one returned from that
place. The sad thought of complete isolation will
destroy the helpless damsel.”

What is that land of no return which has brought untold
misery to millions of guiltless girls? 1Is inner suffering the law
of life? Why have relations with those who bring nothing but

suffering? Note what the poet says:

&s Syl a5 B (Lye 3 Lo o175
gl Gl e e Sl S,
(4)

“They went to the Deep; they never returned; I am

killed by the ill-treatment. My relationship with the
sailors brought affliction to my soul.®

Inspite of the unity of theme, there is a vast variety of
thought and feeling wh.ch few poets can grasp and which is a
clear cvidence of the range of our poet. Sometimes the woman
blames the trade that the sailor has learnt:

58 (S 80 s B3y e =23
(35)
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“Seizing the rope she cries; her hands are on the
prow, she says, ‘cursed be the trade that you learnt,
my dear!””

Sometimes she compares her heart with the boat:

L oemd wh B3 (Ol ESHy sike
u.m.l.‘-.:: gg 3&‘)' ;2 Chg b 00 am
(6)

“My heart, like a boat, suffered long from rough

seas; my love never came to enquire about my
wellbeing.”

Sometimes she thinks fondly how she would speak out
her heart when her love comes to her:
O, 3anlS LK) 55 dge Hle Moo M
(7) ) i

“If now he comes I would embrace him and speak
heart to heart with him.”

Sometimes she thinks of arguing with him:
Olimga S u%‘ Ol M9 L}.J
S NPT gl P
(8)

“If only he comes, I shall argue with him. I shall

say, ‘Many days you have spent abroad; to your
beloved you have alloted but few’.”

Sometimes she tells her mother:

Ob,B5 5, e = g 393 s s
Sy s S¥n ,k U e SOl ol
(9)
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“My love went away to distant lands, T live here in
cold isolation. O mother! do not taunt me, other-
wise T will break through my confinement, mad after
my love.”

Sometimes she advises herself thus:

9> 832 Lrlﬂ ‘.M,.b lL-/'-“j &5"5 9Q|3
. u~7¢... (_5.\.“ l__:- ﬁm ‘uuta e
(10)
“Go and explore my heart, the high plane where
your love resides. Kiss again and again the threshold
of your love’s elevated mansion.”

All this is after all inner yearning of a soul who feels as
if it has been cut off from all that is noble and sublime; it is
an inner suffering and repentance; it is a longing and an
aspiration; it is a struggle whose goal is union, as indicated
below :

Ogr o= O3 53 OpSoer
Mo (5,55 ot LT Sapele sl
WS, Sl ol lm 2 !
(11) )
““The banners of seafarers sparkled all-round. Mother!
They have come with hundredfold decorations., The
crow has been giving the good news of their arrival
since yesterday.”

Or
c‘}fs I)J;QY (_::/n- ,.3 ‘uGaA QB /)JMJ‘
(12)
“This is the self-same love for whom I was looking

forward with hope, pride and joy. As soon as they
enter my house, all my sorrows will disappear.”
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Every-where Latif’s poetry stimulates us to struggle against
inertia. It is our moral duty to make an effort to reach our
goal inspite of meagre resources. Peace cannot be obtained in
this world. By sitting silent we equate ourselves with dead
matter. It is the inner impulse and sincerity which enable you
to move on and on towards your cherished goal:

W 5s3 Os— e Ol Ol—s Ol 2

’:)\93%. u:a. O};‘ > ‘L';._C:> E\b ,.3 'J'.b O}ﬂ R

Olye o s—i o8 (b S (!

.U.YLB u;‘ 5 3.3 ‘Clgj_é: u__.: L:)j)\5
(13)

“Let me move; I may reach; the shore is far, far
away. I have nothing of the material resources, no
worldly influence to recommend me. O ferryman' I
entreat you, pray take me in our boac to my love.
O Captain! I stand upright before you; I do my
test to prove myself worthy. Sail me away from
this sinful world to the side of my love.”

The seeker should always be conscious of this inner draw-
backs and deficiencies. How can one move towards better life.
better society, better world if one believes that no perfecticn
exists outside one’s self. The best course is to look within
and find out why one has been isolated:

Lisz &5 oz (s 53— ) Ose
.bjléf \@?L‘.u O <3 gﬁ@,f A O =
(14)
“] stand by the sea sighing in wilderness; my love
sailed away. Surely there must have been some

defect in me, otherwise my love is kind enough not
1o have left me behind.”
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Even if they tave left you pray for their safe return and
do not lose hope:

Lisz a5 G (ol 35 ! Ose
uﬂngv'-é: led /:)»o-‘ 59-" ‘lgjﬂs‘ ‘)lk A.U‘ Jb

e S Dge lanl S orbueY 5 s
(15) )
“I stand near the sea, they sailed away. Depending
Lord’s Mercy they cerarted. 1 will pray for them
every moment, I will never cease to sigh for them.
I will never cease to entertain hope that they would
return and live with me.”

The reason for their leaving is that they aspire.after
higher things; mere trash will not keep them home; surface has
no attraction for them; home, wife and children are only a
trial for them:

Wy e B oSS S

,Sla, 134 W Om B 55 9w

3CLoLL l_a. U” ll? bbga u:_- US,-

W R T S PP S

(16)

“The explorers of the salt-water, now returned to
the sweet-water. They are not content with the trad-
ing of gold; they aspire often the pearls of the deep-
sea. The brave sailors came back after enriching

their minds with the picturesque beauties of Lanka
(Ce,lon).”

What a peep into the mind of a woman do the following
lings give us?
RYTSURY o Bge 5 Al 3)\=xls 085 >
(17)
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<0 love! if you are a trader-husband, I feel I never
did join in permanent union with you. All the twenty-
four hours your mind is bent upon embarking the
sea and sailing away to distant lands.”

No use weeping and crying: no use cunning and craft; no
use hypocrisy and snobbery; no use appeals and entreaties;
they shall sail away quietly. Note the beauty lurking in the
following lines:

S by gsﬁ) !g{ BX39 )8 52829
> G e e Sl sdnle
(18)
“Devali approached, the seafarers trimmed their sails.
The trademan’s wife curled round the oar and sighed.
O poor lady! the painful separation will kill you
early.” Again:
S5 o> B sl e S S
=) ﬁoiz u,'...%. (%QJ&,- ‘:-57_:;@;3 }_,_K.‘
G Clde Qcéﬂ? P P of) Ouj)
Lo Ghe hEe | dwe S5 e O
(19)
“Devali approached. My love is making preparations
for a sea-voyage. He oils his skiff and examines it
whether it i3 sea-worthy. I stagger, trying to hold
fast my love’s waist, I cry, but they do not stay.
After a sweet rendezvous, they sailed quietly away.”
So she advises all of us:
sy P 525y Oy goy Clas
s )5 9,09 SR 8% g-.ﬂ.u,
(S i By g2 B 599
(20) - i
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“Mind! do not sit in utter forgetfulness, neglect-
ing your duty towards your love; move, so that you
may reach. See the flow that love has given to my
existence. Like seasonal rain let tears of kind love
fall heavily upon the universe. Let your soul’s
showers make the earth properous once again. See
the stimulation that my love has given to my life.”

The mission of your life is to transform the stiff stone
into tender tears under the melting influence of love. Melt and
start flowing! Melt and penetrate the subtlest pores of matter.
Melt and identify your existence with the toiling and suffering
millions. Melt and embrace every vibrating beauty of the
universe. Melt and inter-relate your existence with every pul-
sating, scintilating fabric of the stellar cosmos.

Iv

Constant remembrance, constant vigilance, patient wait-
ing, sincere prayers, silent sacrifices, modesty and gracefulness:
these are the virtues which will bring back the lost lord.

Ostily 3 A5 85 (S L3 5~
L Obel u:?l..] 2! eyt ”
(21)
“Qver sea and land she kindles a lamp. On every

branch she fastens a flag. Silently she sighs: ‘May
the lord arrive! I long for him, I long for him’.”

Observation of certain ceremonies and rituals near
the sea constantly reminds her of her relationship with the
vastness of the physical universe and assures her that her dear
husband will ultimately return:

Oger )59 D52y (s 55 Ogml
s Hgew 5598 (23 B
(22)
www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com



16

“Standing, the wives of the traders worship and
show their allegiance. They offer fragrant rice and
coconut to the sea.”

The poet warns:

T R L S R ICT -
<O s> e T8 b (5,5 2y Y
(23)

“The woman who does not not keep vigils, who does

not trim the earthen lamps near the' sea, how can
she expect the home-coming of her lord?”

Note the inner significance of the following lines :

L}"J)'} gl,a ) d,‘ ‘0,.3} (:)L«.\JJ )A;e

« l-g)ﬁ_ﬂ UQS L}“ W g_fl}c}ii

(24)
“There are ports in every country. There are trading
centres everywhere in this wide world. There are
centres of wisdom allround the world. But you can’t
get according to your turn, according to your expec-
tation, according to your outward, external merit.
Wealth cannot purchase for you spiritual peace and
happiness. Only when yo:t appear as a penniless
beggar, only when you renounce your greed for
worldly goods, do they give away valueless pearls
without measure.”’

Spiritualism is no supersitition, it is no reactionary force
for keeping the workers backward; it is no opium. On
the other hand it consists in controlling human passions so
that material prosperity should be shared by all. You can
unite with the Lord and enjoy eternal bliss only through control
of desire, only through sacrifice.

Finally you recognize the divine symbols and see your
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Iord through them. The last chorus is a piece of unique
heauty and simplicity:

g? ‘J:5 P ‘.7_:2.@_.‘.,- ‘gS O\e)l@) JS
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“Alone, on the shore I look and seek my love,
My love, who has gone tn the distant port,

T recognize my love by the sails.

1 look forward and see a good omen

Which will brii2z my love near to me,

I can recogniz: the sails of my lov:.

How fondly do I look for my love!

The sails indicatz my love’s approach

I am hopeful. I wish my love may come,

By the sails I do recognize my love.”

The reader may, if he so desire, draw out purely secular,
sensual and materialistic interpretation. After all, only little
minds distinguish between matter and mind, nature and God,
secular and spiritual, In actual life, in the living universe, the
one is so deeply interspersed, interfused with the other that it
is a heresy to discriminate., There is no duality but unity in
the space-time continum. Only you should see the infra-red
and the ultra-violet beyond the visible spectrum. Acquire a
whole vision. See your iove.

Vi
Don’t you see the signs spread everywhere in nature?
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There is an old book with us which has kept up its freshness
because it contains a universal message for all of us. It is the
fountain of all the beauty, light and wisdom which only a few
rich souls can comprehend. In the third section of the thirty-
sixth chapter named Ya-Sin some of the signs are indicated
on whose understanding depends our life and death as indivi-
duals and as nations. Recognize the signs and you live; ignore
the signs and you are wiped out.

See the earth that is dead during winter. Who quickens
it to life and produces grain? Who produces orchards with a
variety of fruit which we eat? Who causes springs to gush
forth from the rocks? Can you make any such fruit with your
own hands? Is this not a sufficient reason to be grateful to the
mighty Power who produces it for your sustenmance? Is it also
not your duty to help the earth’s fertility as soon as the first
sign of spring appears? “When winter comes, can spring be far

behind?”

Glory to the Power who created in pairs all things that
the earth produces! They may be plants, they may be animals,
they may be human beings, they may be things you know not:
they are all in pairs. See the system of checks and balances
nature has provided. Nay, even within your body and soul
are kept pairs, delicate balances. Don’t you see why wife loves
the husband and husband loves the wife? Don’t you see why
the tradesman returns to his home and hearth after all the

wandering?

Another sign is that this very earth is plunged in darkness
during night. Who strips it of its light? When the light is
removed from our soul what remains behind? When a body is
deprived of its life, what remains behind? When a nation is
deprived of its moral wisdom, vision and imagination, nothing
is left behind but a horrifying picture of decomposing, stink-

ing corpses.
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Move on and see other signs. The sun runs his course
for a period determined; he also seeks his ultimate rest. The
moon has also his phases or stages till ke turns like an old dry
branch of a palm-tree. It is not permitted to the sun to catch
up with the moon mnor can the Night outstrip the Day.
And then the magnificent truth:

Each swims in its own Orbit. Do individual souls not

swim in their own orbits inspite of their obediencce to the
Universal Law. Do we not enjoy sufficient freedom to follow
our own aptitude within the universal framework? When
nature gives free-will even to an electron to move in its orbit
and sometimes to jump from an inner orbit to an outer orbit,
why un-necessary interference in human freedom? Can’t we
learn a lesson from nature? How can a sailor’s wife stop her

husband from sailing away?

Let us not stop with the natural phenomena; let us also
think of human race and human destiny. In the following
verses Quran conceives of the whole human race as sailing in
an ark, living precariously for determined period, depending on

the mercy of the Lord:

0) geiadl SN 3 63,3 Llea Ul @I L)
0355 A alta . ot Ldl
003 disy oYy P e N Lok WS Ol
0 o gl lle 5 Le Coeny V)

“And a sign for them is that we bore their race in
the loaded Ark; and we have created for them similar
vessels on which they ride. If it were our will we
could drown them; then would there be no helper,
nor could they be delivered, except by way of mercy
from us and by way of convenience for a time.”

Yes, we are riding on this earth too, swimming through
a sea of ether, dangerously, precariously, for an appointed
www.sindhsalamat.com books.sindhsalamat.com
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time, to an unknown destiny. We have to learn a lesson from
what has passed on before us and to fear the coming events.
But foolishy we think that the piece of land we have occupied
with the ephemeral structure we have raised on it and the
worldly goods we have accumulated, are our permanent posses-
sions. When called upon to spend out of whrt God has
provided us to relieve human suffering, we foolishly argue:
“Shall we then feed those, whom. if God had so willed, He
would have fed Himself,”” forgetting that this world is a test
for all those who have and those who have not, and that we
are in clear error. Further we challenge the Inevitable Event
to come to pass, arrogantly believing that we are the masters of
the situation. We are waiting for nothing but a Single Blast
which will seize us while we are disputing among ourselves.
Surely we shall have no chance to make a will to dispose of
our affairs, or to return to our people or families. What then
will happen to our accumulated goods we so voraciously have
acquired and preserved for our-selves and for our off- pring?

And so the Folly of all follies to which human beings are
exposed is that “Not a Sign comes to them from among the
signs of their Lord, but they turn away therefrom.”

Blessed be the soul who said:

oz OBz 0w (L

“Standing on banks of time, I look forward to my
Beloved who has sailed away to a distant port. I
know the sails, the signs, the signals, the symbols of
my Lord.”

Such a soul alone may save us by helping us See
the Sigus.
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(1)
Beside the sailors hawsers take your seat,
O mother! you take negligent step,
T eir cars shall the foreign waters beat,
They make the sea their home, you only gape,

(2)
Same are the days of my virulent youth,
When my love prepares to sail away,
Unchecked by my tears, showing no ruth,
Kindling a flame, he goes, ah welladay!

(3)
Forsaking me they sailed to unknown destiny,
Ages passed, none returned to the dismal land,
I shall be killed with gricf, woe to me!
Who live in sorrow on the lonely sand.

(4)
To th> mysterious deep they sailed,
Bringing misery untold to my poor soul,
Contact with the sailors have I oftened wailed,
Love, on my being, hath ta’en a heavy toll.

(5)
No seizing the rope she cries,
Now with her hands on the prow,
The vast expanse she pries,
Now she moans, while she wipes her brow,
“Cursed be the trades you learnt my dear!
That tore you away from my sphere.”

(6)
Like a boat, for many a night,
My Fteart in waters rough did ache,

My ove never came to know my plight,
Mo .cuef he gave for dear love’s sake.
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If once he comes from his sea-voyage,
I °1l bury myself in his loving arms

And talk heart to heart of his pledge
Never to leave me for all sea-charms.

(8)

If once he comes, T ’ll arcue with hin:
“Many a day far away did you spend,
In distant lands forlorn, dark and dim,
Never home, you thought, your ways to wend.”

(9)

My love is gone to a distant land,

I live here in solitary cold,

Tease me not, O mother! with a fiery brand,
Or I ’ll break loose, brave and bold.

(10)

Go and explore, my afflicted heart!
Thine love’s stately. high mansion,
Kiss again and again his elevated mart.
Where he trades in his high fashion.

(1)

All round the seafarer’s flags do shine,
They come with all the glamour and glow.
On my sky I see a silver line,

To my soul the news did gently flow.

(12)

O this is the self-same love,

For whom I looked with pride and joy,
I thank the heavens above,

Now my sorrows are but a toy.
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(13)

Let me move, I may reach the glamorous port,
Penniless am I, who °’ll bring me there?

I pray, O Captain, lift me to my love’s fort,
Save my life from cankerous care.

(14)

Not unkind, not ruthless, was my love,
Who kept me waiting on the shore,

On my faulty ways do I often rove,

On my defects do I dwell, more and more.

(15)

On the hoary sea did they embark,

1 pray for them, I pray for them,
May the Merciful Lord bless their ark,
I hope they shall the wild waves tame.

(16)

He who ploughed the sea, now unfurls,
To waters sweet, the trader great,
Cares not for gold, he deals in pearls,
Exploring Lanka he brings his freight.

(17)

O love! If you are a sailor-husband,

I never truly did in marriage join,
You never set your foot on solid land,
For sea-life alone you gird your loin.

(18)
Devali passed, they trimmed their sail,
Curling round the mast she sighed,
Sad separation shall waste her body frail,
Constant care _shall, by her side, abide.
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(19)

Devali over, now he thinks of sailing away,
He oils his skiff, he makes it sea-worthy,
However hard I try, he doth not stay,
Meeting and parting, is my sad destiny.

(20)

Stay not forgetful, move that you may reach,
See how love hath thawed my life,

Like seasonal shower, pour heavily on the bea‘h,
See how love hath made me ripe and rife.

(21)

Over land, over sea, she kindles a lamp,
To every branch she fastens a flag,

Her eyes tearful, bedewed and damp,
“May he come! my hopes do not wag.”

(22)

Upright, the wives to the sea their obeisance pay,
Rice and coconut sweet do they offer,

For their dear ones safety do they prayers say,
Thus they do the fragrant gifts proffer.

(23)

She who doth not steadfast vigils keep,

Nor doth the earthen lamps keep in form,

How can she expect her lord’s return from Deep,
And ward off evils of the ferocious storm?

(24)
Every realm has ports where you may buy,
But values you may not with money get,
Never play the role of a clever guy,
In beggars garb do they the pearls set.
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(25)

On the shoals of time I stand and look

For my love who to the distant harbour took;
1 look forward and seck a good omen,

That °ll bring him from a far-off domain;
How fondly, do I look for him, hope for him,
Who sailed beyond the earthly rim;

From the Great Beyond he flashes his signs,

I love his symbols, I read the lines.

I recognize the sails, I recognize the sails,

The glamorous bark from where he hails.
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF
SUR SAMOONDI

Mrs. Amena Khamisani

All the ‘Surs’ of Shah Latif are allegorical. This is to say
they have more than one meaning. Sometimes the allegory is
double and sometimes as in ‘Sur Marui’ it is triple. “Sur
Samoondi” (relating to the ocean) like-wise has no less than
three interpretations.

There is the obvious interpretation of the life of the sailors
full of risks and dangers coupled with the acquisition of rich
merchandise of gold and Merh. Their pre-occupation with
boats, sails, anchors, ropes, oars, and the salty ocean, their
parting anguish, the suffering, the worry and the apprehension
of the dear and near ones whom the sailor leaves behind, the
poet mentions all. Beset with hazards and stakes is the sajlor’s
life in the ocean, yet go he must.

Beneath this surface interpretation is the allegory of the
life of a man on this earth and a warning to the loved ones
that man is a sojourner in this life, The period of his stay is
uncertain. He may have to go away in the prime of life when
least expected and most required. The loved ones must try and
keep close contact with him and take full advantage of his
presence while there 1s yet time, otherwise, repentance and
regret will be their lot.

Along with this interpretation, there is yet another alle-
gory, of the appearance and disappearance of God’s grace in
the life of a Sccker of God. As usual with such allegorical
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poems sometimes one interpretation seems to be more clear than
the other and sometimes the three seem to blend harmoniously
and uniie.

Stah Latif does not minimise the importance of the world
of the senses. The world of the eye and the ear unlocks the
key to deeper mysteries. He therefore observes lovingly, min-
utely ard long what he beholds around him. As we find in
Hindi Poetry. the protagonist of all his ‘Surs’ is a woman.
Woman for him is a symbol of purity, of stead-fastness and of
deep, lasing and devoted love with great capacity for self-
sacrifice. At the same time, woman is physically weak and
frail, a’so prone to mistakes-yet quick to repent and make
amends. In this ‘Sur’ Latif shows great insight in the Psycho-
logy of a woman as a wife of one of the sailors. She is afra'd
that at any time the sailor may sail away at a short notice and
so the poem opens with these lines:

ENITT PV WS ¥ R VS G A o

NTRY gze, 2 oolxe B> 5820

Keep close to the anchor rope of the sailors, lest they may
loosen the boats and put you in sorrow (by going away).
And again:
‘u_?. O.}_}S,AL« ‘}ei é25 U“l'$ P‘Gif
@35 Vizyg g (5 S Sy O3
. Osu OS O,\igj ,3 ’“_95 ‘.GQBLM OM> -'*;OAM
Sit beside the anchor rope of the sailors, you slow crea-
ture, they are in haste. Why do you not sit with those whose
home is the ocean?

At last the day approaches when the sailors have to set
sail and the scene that greets the eye after their departure our
poet describes in the following lines:

o Jf.-.s
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They journeyed away with the anchor and the rope: the
harbour and its bazaars are all deserted without the sailors.
Here we have the picture of a harbour town which is full of iife
and activity when the sailors return and wear a deserted ook
when they depart.

Our poet once again lets us see into the psyshology of the
woman, the young wife of the sailor, who has sailed away
inspite of her protests tears and entreaties:

e jaw Az L},,m.ie “'J@;.E'S O 8> g‘nw
G O, ol (gigee A LRy Oy,
Sp) 5 2y ses e ile S O
Time passes. The sailor husband does not return as yet.

The simple wife asks the crow who is supposed to foretell the
coming of the guest:

Lls jaw ne o ol g* Ov o
Kl /,J\;e| Qﬁ“”\égiﬁ‘ skt @Y E:J
L= 96’:313 P Sl ggl,'.w u@.é:
He for whom I pine, has gone away to a long voyage.

Crow, why do you not ‘Caw’ ‘Caw’ and let me know when is
he coming?

The season is changing. It is time that the sailor husband
should be home:
Bu yuss 1,7 lies)
l?. bq.‘ u@.aés !lff"ﬂe Le)mj Qﬁg& 53
‘Sar’ and ‘Lohira’ are sprouting. ‘Kusar’ is grow'rg apace,

How have you my beloved, forgotten that these are the days
to return:

So desperate is the wife at the long and unexpected
absence of the husband that she says:
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Had T known the life of a Sailor, I would never have got
ma-ried even, for his stay is abroad most of the time. In these

interesting lines she tells his mother:

Wi S oaylaly 2l 2 s)laly

YT S lel. o b 9l
Oh! Sailor’s mother why did you rear a sailor? He has come
after twelve months and is again preparing for journey! The
sailor husband comes and goes. There is the usual sense of
desertion and lamentation when he goes and rejoicings when he
returns

Osr 3 a3 )35 0sSoen
)Li;mu ‘.'.S.J& O{:weu ‘lo.;] (‘_.S'.:‘\ 9.‘\“ SLJ
(S, Sl [emigles Gl > !

All around are shining bright the flags of the rich Sailors.
Mother! the sailors have come with thousand embellishments.
‘It wag for them that the crow has been cawing since yesterday.
But Shah’s poetry is not as simple -as all that. There is in it
the minute observation of life and nature around us, there is
the delicate psychologicalstudy of the loving and pining heart
of a woman with her moods of infinite variety. All this is
beautiful enough and worthy of our admiration and our enjoy-
ment. But Shah is not a Hindi Poet, he is a Sindhi mystic and
a man intoxicated with the love of God, who sees wonder,
glory, beauty and truth all around. Beautiful and interesting
as life and the world around may appear, it is not all. Do
what we like, we have to admit that Shah’s poetry points to
certain deeper meaning which in fact is the Soul of his poetry.
Another poet of a lesser calibre that Latif could give us the
same kind of poetry. Who but Latif alone could use the words
that he has used which immediately give us a mild shock of
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surprise and seem to say: “This is not all what the poet is
saying. There is much more to perceiv: and to comprehend.
This is merely a cover, a beautifu! cover no doubt.”

It is now that we find the different allegories overlapping
each other. Certain stanzas make us conscious that in the
garb of the lamentations of sailor’s wife, Latif is telling us
about the death of our dear ones who do not return once that
they have gone:

Q.':G‘rt" (5:\%- Lf'{ Q_g‘ (sj| (_$Jh| lgj
&35 3;34 S Ol ll;; g)?:; L u5i>~
o
o L}'gj L__S)l?-g:g_j ' &89 A;g)la 3 A..')}r
Leaving me completely, they have gone away to a place from

which ages have passed, no one has returned. The aflliction of
their going away will kill me,

In Shakespeare’s Words our poet is talking of “the undis-
covered country, from whose bourn No traveller returns.” In
three continuous stanzas this idea is conveyed.

Man is mortal. Like the Sailor who must return to the
sea, his stay on this earth is short and he must return from
where he has come. Yet this mortal is loved and treasured,
knowing his fate. No amount of entreaties or wailing can stop
this mortal’s going away as our poet beautifully says!

O a2 lady (o5 Ogls & G
Wty e=d OB OBy Gaee hlos sl
ot BT RS Saddes #]
A I I R
Today also the Sailors are talking of going away. They are
about to depart and will not be detained by my tears. How

long can I prevent their going away when they havel. ted the
anchor and have lowered the boat in the Ocean?
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Man’s departure may be prolonged or it may be sudden.
But go he must. As Latif says :

e

VO W S T Lo \g)lg': ‘.;3

N o S
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Dewali is over. The Sailors have set sails. For them the north
wind came all of a sudden. This is the constant cry of 1he

sailors that they must return to the Beloved’s bank.

Some go earlier, others are left behind. In these lives we
have the clear picture of one partner entering the domain of
the dead, leaving the other alone.

Oar g2y Llals (o= Oy & &

OE g S M gl b
Today also the sailors are talking of going away. I was still
standing on the harbour bar, when they went away. Gh! my
frineds! the pang of their separation will destroy the life within me.

Lastly, we come to the allegory of God’s grace visiting
the seeker at times and disappearing from his sight at times.
He is extremely happy and in a state of bliss when the vision
of beautitude visits him and much depressed when it is denied
to him.

R . .
b)l@.\ J.’b L)j"' u->~ ‘uAﬁu O?::u ub

This is the Beloved for whom I watched lovingly. When
he will enter my house, then all my sorrows will come to an
end. And again:

. ,JS-.'S /ai;ﬁky e - L Ola pdal
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That beloved whom I cherished, has come. All my hopes are
fulfilled.

What is the reason that God’s grace is with the seeker at
times and leaves him at other times? Qur Latif’s answer is thi::
Lisa w5 G (s 32— ) O

I was still standing at the harbour bar when my beloved looscned
(the boat).

Something must be lacking in me, otherwise the bzloved
is oft forgiving and most merciful.

For three continuous stanzas this idea is carried forth and
in the fourth stanza hope is expressed that though the beloved
is gone, the seeker will still pray every minute of his life, will
not give up hope, perchance he will return :

Wism 4% o (ol 55 ) Ose
chliss ey pa0 2T Lal e alll ge
TS IR PO VO I JORR IS VIS L PN
Latif then warns the Seeker of God, that the vision
splendid has to be sought through trials and tribulations:
) & D) WOsyas Py Ol
Don’t you sit idle! make etforts that you may achieve your

objcct.

This is Latif‘s constant warning. Strive for your ideal.
Live an active life. In Struggle lies the fulfilment of the purpose
of life.
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