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Foreword 

Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai was the benefactor of Sindhi 
Language & SoCiety. Through his ·knowledge, work, 
observations & high power of expression, he had not only 
supported the politically & morally demolished society, but 
he also contributed to defend, develop and use of Sindhi 
Language during the era, when Persian was the official 
language and medium of instruction in Sindh .This is the 
actual contribution of Shah Latif towards his motherland. 

Shah Latif was the eye-witness of the down fall of Mughal 
Empire in India, while he was also conscious of the 
continuous historical injustice of this era. Thlls he worked 
for the betterment of the society as a great poet, sensible 
individual and active mystic. In the last days of Mughal 
period, although · Sindh was heading towards the local 
autonomy after a long time when Mian Yar Muhammad 
kalhoro, the Governor of Sindh, had established a new 
autonomous government through Dahli, but the internal 
and external situation was not favorable as such. The 
Sindhi Society was facing the reaction of continuous 
external aggressions and hi-handedness of government 
favored privileged class. While the Kalhora rule was felt as 
uncertain, when. Sofi Shah lnayat was martyred in Jhok. 
This incident showed political bankruptcy of Kalhora rulers 
and sparked anger and un-happiness among educated 
middle class. This was the situation when Latif started the 
journey of newly autonomous Sindh for in-depth study of 
Sindhi society. He discussed with scholars, poets & 
mystics and understood the political and social scenario of 
Sindhi society. Therefore, he had not only succeeded to 
get a favorable situation for his poetry, but through the 
understanding of political and economical condition of 
people of Sindh, he also prepared himself to play resisHng 
role in this regard. In 1717, Sofi Shah lnayat was martyred 
in jhok, when Latif was of 28 years. This gruesome 
martyrdom of Shah lnayat and his companions rocked 
Shah Latif by heart and changed his life and philosophy 
and inspired him to portray this incident in his verses with 
full force. He morally supported to the Safi movement 
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through his poetry and made himself a torch bearer for 
religious tolerance & sor.ial justice. During this era, there 
was no discussion except "Fiqci', in India, but Latif was the 
man, who raised the slogan of Religious tolerance, 
brotherhood and equality. In the mean time, three big 
movements: (1) Humanism, (2) Reformation & (3) 
Renaissance had also started elsewhere in the Europe, so 
it is possible that those movements may have indirectly 
influenced to Shah Latif. The resisting element of Shah's 
poetry is also the result of specific situation of the region. 

Latif was not only conscious of the ongoing political and 
social scenario, but was also aware from the possible 
threats. on Sindhi peoples by foreign aggressors. East 
India Company entered in Sindh in 1630 and established 
office in Thatta. When Latif visited lower Sindh, he could 
not forget the possible economical and. political threats for 
Sindhi people. Hence, he started awareness against those 
possible threats amongst Sindhi peoples through his poetic 
terminology. Many verses of Latif in "sur Samondl' and 
"Sur Sirirag' can be considered as evidence of those 
possible threats, coming in the name of East lndia 
Company. 

It is, therefore evident that, Shah Latif was aware of the 
external and internal challenges confronted to Sindh and 
Sindhi People. He worked for the deprived Sindhi Society 
and people, who were oppressed from the continuous 
external aggression as well as privileged and favored class 
of Governors of Sindh. In this connection, Latif idealized 
the element of struggle in Sur Khahori, Ramkali, and Suhni 
& Sasui, which could not be found in other world class 
poetry of other parts of world. Hence, Latif could also be 
known as social scientist, instead of un-active mystic or 
saint. 

Another main contribution of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai was 
the defense, development and use of Sindhi Language. 
When Latif was born in 1689, the official language of Sindh 
was Persian. All the official matters were solved in Persian, 
while the medium of instruction of Sindh was also Persian. 
In this situation, Latif had not only protested strictly, but he 
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started poetry in the 1anguage of local people. He also 
used particular terminology of different parts of Sindh, as 
well as increased t •• e vocabulary of Sindhi Language in 
different dialects. Hence, Shah Latif had restored. the 
actual status of Sindhi Language in the name of "Shah Jo 

Risald'. 

Under this backdrop, there is a big need for research on 
social & political role of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, a greatest 
scholdr of Sindhi Language. Latif should be discovered as 
social scientist, instead of a low profile saint. This book 
may prove to be the launching pad in this regard. 

The papers of this book were actually read in a 

conference, titled: "Shah Latif, Sindhi Language & 

Society'', arranged by Sindhi Language authority, on 1 O 

July .:.:J04. The EX- chairman of Sindhi Language 
Authority, Prof. Dr. M. Qasim Bughio, a Socio-linguist & 

Scholar of Sindhi Language, had paid full attention in the 
selection of title and arranging this conference, while he 
had also instructed to compile these papers. The 
compilation & publishing by me became possible under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Abdul Qadir Juneja, a well known 
Drama writer. I am indebted to Mr. Ameen Laghari, 
Director Publications, Prof. Taj joyo, Ex-secretary of Sindhi 
Language Authority and Mr. Abdul Rehman Memon whose 
valuable suggestions enabled me to complete this work. 
As usue.I, Mr. Khan Muhammad Jarwar, a best friend and 
colleague, has also contributed very sincerely in this 
regards, while Mr. Muhammd Ramzan and Shahnawaz 
has also been helpful in this work. I am very grateful to all 
my friends, colleagues and well wishers. 

The papers of Prof. Taj joyo & Dr. Ghulam Muhammad 
Lakho have been given preference, because both papers 
are much related to topic while other papers are also highly 
important and provide food for thought. I hope that this 
book will open new vistas in the social & political role of 
Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai. 

Khalid Azad 
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 سنڌ سلامت
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سنڌ سلامت جو مشن ۽ مقصد سنڌي ٻوليءَ جي ڊجيٽلائيزيشن ۽ پکيڙ 
کي وسيع ڪرڻ آهي ۽ پڻ دنيا سان گڏ سندس رفتار سان هلڻ جو 

آهي جن  ڇو ته تاريخ هميشه انهن قومن جو احترام ڪيو ،سانباهو آهي
پنهنجي علمي سرمائي جي حفاظت ڪئي آهي. سنڌ سلامت پڻ 
پنهنجي ٻوليءَ جي بقاء خاطر سنڌي ٻوليءَ ۾ لکيل قيمتي ۽ ناياب ورثي 
کي ضايع ٿيڻ کان بچائڻ ۽ ان کي نه رڳو محفوظ رکڻ پر پنهنجي 

کي  تخليقناديبن، ليکڪن، محققن ۽ شاعرن جي علم، هنر ۽ 
ڪنڊ ڪڙڇ ۾ موجود سنڌين تائين مفت ڊيجيٽلائيز ڪندي دنيا جي 

 ۾ آسانيءَ سان پهچائڻ جو عزم ڪيو آهي.
اسان جي خواهش ھئي ته سنڌي مواد تي مشتمل هڪ اهڙوڪتاب گھر 

 ڪتابن .قائم ڪجي جتي هر موضوع تي مشتمل ڪتاب موجود ملن
اينڊرائيڊ سميت آئي فون يا  ۽کي ڳولڻ ۽ ڊائونلوڊ ڪرڻ آسان هجي 

سميت هر قسم جي ڊوائيس تي آساني سان آن  ونڊوز آپريٽنگ سسٽم
 جي.گھلائين پڻ پڙهي س

ذريعي ئي ممڪن ٿي سگھيو. “ سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر”۽ اهو سڀ 
اميد ته سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر ذريعي سموري دنيا ۾ موجود سنڌي نه 
صرف ڀرپور لاڀ حاصل ڪندا پر سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر کي وڌيڪ 

 ورو ساٿ نڀائيندا.فائديمند بنائڻ لاءِ پنهنجو پ
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پلي اسٽور جي ھن  سنڌ سلامت ڪتاب گھر جي اينڊرائيڊ اپليڪيشن
 :لنڪ تان ڊائونلوڊ ڪريو
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