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“Proverb:- Short pithy saying in general ues, adage
saw, by word, thing that is proverbial or matter of
common talk didactic poetical.” (1)

et Slmew o Provert , “Lay g sl g...,.» 63" S ol

Vot
“A short pithy sentence forming a popular saymg and
expressing, in a keen quaint or lively fashin, some
results of the experience of life-provesbs ase the
feower popular wit and the treasure of popular
wisdom. They give the result of experience in a form
made impressive by rhyme alliteration parallism a
pointed turn or comparison drawn from the most
ordinary scenes and occurence of life which by the
force of association makes there effect strong and
permanent. Proverbs are plain spoken. They may be
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unassuming, lively, grave or even subline, there
general character is naivete. In their views as in the
eye of the law, all are equal. They Lake cognisance
of the virtues and vices and follies of all classes,
without respect of persons. They pierce the object at
which thery aim, and this in fact gives them currency
and makes them that they are”. (2)

“Proverb has been defined by cerruntes as
“short sentences drawn from |ong experinces”, by
Howell as saying, which combine “sense, shortness
and salt”. By bacon as “the genius Wit and Sprit of a
Nation”, and Earl Russell as “The wisdom of many
and the wit of one.” They have formed an important

art of the common wisdom of both Eastern and

estern civilizations, and in this way they are
intresting in a study of the spread and structure of
language, as it has been pointedly applied to
changing manners and customs”. (3)
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Foreword

Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai was the benefactor of Sindhi
Language & Society. Through his -knowledge, work,
observations & high power of expression, he had not only
supported the politically & morally demolished society, but
he also contributed to defend, develop and use of Sindhi
Language during the era, when Persian was the official
language and medium of instruction in Sindh .This is the
actual contribution of Shah Latif towards his motherland.

Shah Latif was the eye-witness of the down fall of Mughal
Empire in India, while he was also conscious of the
continuous historical injustice of this era. Thus he worked
for the betterment of the society as a great poet, sensible
individual and active mystic. In the last days of Mughal
period, although ‘Sindh was heading towards the local
autonomy after a long time when Mian Yar Muhammad
kalhoro, the Governor of Sindh, had established a new
autonomous government through Dahli, but the internal
and external situation was not favorable as such. The
Sindhi Society was facing the reaction of continuous
external aggressions and hi-handedness of government
favored privileged class. While the Kalhora rule was felt as
uncertain, when Sofi Shah Inayat was martyred in Jhok.
This incident showed political bankruptcy of Kalhora rulers
and sparked anger and un-happiness among educated
middle class. This was the situation when Latif started the
journey of newly autonomous Sindh for in-depth study of
Sindhi society. He discussed with scholars, poets &
mystics and understood the political and social scenario of
Sindhi society. Therefore, he had not only succeeded to
get a favorable situation for his poetry, but through the
understanding of political and economical condition of
people of Sindh, he also prepared himself to play resisting
role in this regard. In 1717, Sofi Shah Inayat was martyred
in jhok, when Latif was of 28 years. This gruesome
martyrdom of Shah Inayat and his companions rocked
Shah Latif by heart and changed his life and philosophy
and inspired him to portray this incident in his verses with
full force. He morally supported to the Sofi movement
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through his poetry and made himself a torch bearer for
religious tolerance & social justice. During this era, there
was no discussion except “Fiqa”, in India, but Latif was the
man, who raised the slogan of Religious tolerance,
brotherhood and equality. In the mean time, three big
movements: (1) Humanism, (2) Reformation & (3)
Renaissance had also started elsewhere in the Europe, so
it is possible that those movements may have indirectly
influenced to Shah Latif. The resisting element of Shah'’s
poetry is also the result of specific situation of the region.

Latif was not only conscious of the ongoing political and
social scenario, but was also aware from the possible
threats on Sindhi peoples by foreign aggressors. East
India Company entered in Sindh in 1630 and established
office in Thatta. When Latif visited lower Sindh, he could
not forget the possible economical and political threats for
Sindhi people. Hence, he started awareness against those
possible threats amongst Sindhi peoples through his poetic
terminology. Many verses of Latif in “sur Samondi’ and
“Sur Sirirag’ can be considered as evidence of those
possible threats, coming in the name of East India
Company.

It is, therefore evident that, Shah Latif was aware of the

- external and internal challenges confronted to Sindh and
Sindhi People. He worked for the deprived Sindhi Society
and people, who were oppressed from the continuous
external aggression as well as privileged and favored class
of Governors of Sindh. In this connection, Latif idealized
the element of struggle in Sur Khahori, Ramkali, and Suhni
& Sasui, which could not be found in other world class
poetry of other parts of world. Hence, Latif could also be
known as social scientist, instead of un-active mystic or
saint.

Another main contribution of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai was
the defense, development and use of Sindhi Language.
When Latif was born in 1689, the official language of Sindh
was Persian. All the official matters were solved in Persian,
while the medium of instruction of Sindh was also Persian.
In this situation, Latif had not only protested strictly, but he
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started poetry in the ianguage of local people. He also
used particular terminology of different parts of Sindh, as
well as increased ti.e vocabulary of Sindhi Language in
different dialects. Hence, Shah Latif had restored. the
actual status of Sindhi Language in the name of “Shah Jo
Risalo’.

Under this backdrop, there is a big need for research on
social & political role of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, a greatest
scholar of Sindhi Language. Latif should be discovered as
social scientist, instead of a low profile saint. This book
may prove to be the launching pad in this regard.

The papers of this book were actually read in a
conference, titled: “Shah Latif, Sindhi Language &
Society”, arranged by Sindhi Language authority, on 10
July <004, The EX- chairman of Sindhi Language
Authority, Prof. Dr. M. Qasim Bughio, a Socio-linguist &
Scholar of Sindhi Language, had paid full attention in the
selection of title and arranging this conference, while he
had also instructed to compile these papers. The
compilation & publishing by me became possible under the
chairmanship ot Mr. Abdul Qadir Junejo, a well known
PDrama ‘writer. | am indebted to Mr. Ameen Laghari,
Director Publications, Prof. Taj joyo, Ex-secretary of Sindhi
Language Authority and Mr. Abdul Rehman Memon whose
valuable suggestions enabled me to complete this work.
As usual, Mr. Khan Muhammad Jarwar, a best friend and
colleague, has also contributed very sincerely in this
regards, while Mr. Muhammd Ramzan and Shahnawaz
has also been helpful in this work. | am very grateful to all
my friends, colleagues and well wishers.

The papers of Prof. Taj joyo & Dr. Ghulam Muhammad
Lakho have been given preference, because both papers
are much related to topic while other papers are also highly
important and provide food for thought. | hope that this
book will open new vistas in the social & political role of
Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai.

Khalid Azad
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