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Through primrose tufts, in that sweet bower

The periwinkle trailed its wreaths;

And it is my faith that everp flower

Enjoys the air it breathes.
From heaven if this belief be sent,

If such be nature’s holy plan,
Have I not reason to lament
What man has made of man‘?
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4

The poet is eventually disillusioned at the perverse bel'maviour
of the brute and feels it fit to subject the brute 10 Figorous
restraint by tying the latters’s leg tight so that the slightest
movement makes him moan with pain.

! e 3 oagh PO L
_.’..ﬁ_.‘ - b 3-.} .-:? U.u-.»-ll } L_5:
.5 5.5 Ol S

Shah Shahib finally finds no other alternative but to invoke
the mercy of God to help him through the situation.

2 win-hd Bl GhD Taal gl

Whether or not the Sufi poet*had received sufficient formal
education has remained a méatterof doubt till today. There
is however no roo:t_j"_’ffq:‘_._:t_-_a[hjr“a{ssumption in respect of bhis
informal education théeﬁgl'; Signs in the Cosmos (Jti'] o c.:L;.';)
and Sigas in ¢pe’s own self (pail 3 <Uil). His poetry con-
stituties fin€r qualities of literary style. His imagination is
sober and sentiments noble. He has expressed them eloquently,
leaving a lasting impact upon every apprehending soul. Since
the poet passed away in 1165 A.H., his Risalo has been
rehearsed with unabated enthusiasm among the masses of
Sind particularly the rural areas, They understand it better. It
pervades their minds and like a precious heritage, they pre-
“serve it in their hearts and pass it on to posterity.
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fa Rag () Khambhat, our poet compares human soul

(d_;i) to. camel for which he has used a number of words in his

poetry. According to him, if trained properly the animal could
become tame enough to take the traveller to destination but it
is very rare. The animal is often apt to become brutish and
uncontrollable causing deep despair. Shah Sahib addresses

himself to the camel saying:

B piee Wi 3 ollaas e

' E = . » K
< O g"’l’..!‘@? 8- Aay gk e O A

The night is moonlit and the track, straight+aud\clear. While
trotting towards the destination, do not he drifted away; but
‘be so determined as to take me thiére ‘in® time. He further
‘promises the animal of better treatment. For instances he says
while the rest of the camels/graze a very coarse variety of
grass, he would give him'from the fragrant tree of Sandal

(5asz) if he shakes off-slothfulness, accelerates his pace and
reaches the destination by night fall:

- -

sl a3y S g da e Wl

e 2 e ca BT ple e

ST Y e Fy g Oujle Ok Sy

Ogits Sk Oy (SAige 22 sU) G
But to hiélldistress his efforts to persuade the camel prove
futile. The beast becomes enamoured of unworthy eatables

despite surrounding trees of superior variety, leaving him (the
poet) weeping tears of blood.

Sl 4 el s plaaly > Sl
- - - g . ‘.
S, =G e o A 0y
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intiution a< Ghazali and later Kant had admitted that Percep-
tion through senses is very toilsome and remote. Shah Sahib
acquired culture of mind and attained height of vision to the
extent that he could perceive the emanation of the Beloved in
the Natural phenomena. He says:

- F R m: T s

» - .
O3 o xigas e S e t.‘:;)l" U e

He had as if the glimpse of bis beloved far away in the sky
beside the stars. He makes an emotiopal appeal to the moon
to convey his pathetic emotions tg- the the Object of his love.
The light of the former stirsy{ ‘His-imagination and intensifies
his aspiration remindibg™ __hltn of the beauty of his
Beloved, but he is, ,nﬁ\:ér lured away by the light of ‘the moon
( .:J) He maitas @ 'mention of Sun (u“""‘) which is more

refulgent than. ‘the moon. Solar energy is the source of life.
It is the cause, effects of which, are manifest in splendour and

freshness (...-.xf.:a) of plants and animals. This freshness

imparts hope and happiness to human mind, birds etc, but
with Shah, it is some thing quite different, He says:

-

Oxz ysr Sl L}:’F:“ (e e
L}L.::li gﬂ.i.iﬂ o 2y Sy ’&‘EU'L:._#
Even if hundreds of suns and a number of moons were to
appear in the sky and shed flood .of Jight, yet the universe of

his mind would continue to remain; unillumined . without the
light of his Beloved.

Sbah Abdul Lati{ was in some sense, a philosopher
but he keeps himself clear of  debatable elements. He never
involved himseif in mctaphyslcal speculatmns He drank deep

from the fountain of Gnosticism (‘_.a ~+) and communicated

his experiences to others in an easy style, intelligible even to
the most simple and unsophisticated people of Sind. This is

why he endeared himself to every soul born and brought up
on the soil of Sind.
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Dr. Mohammad Ali Kazi

ELEMENTS OF INTENSE LOVE AND
MONOTHEISM

IN SUR KHAMBHAT s

Shah Abdul Latif has discerned benevoience writ large
in the Forehead of his beloved, whose grace and mercy have
all along been fundamental to imparting steadfastness to the
lover and to keeping flame of aspiration and expectation
brilliant enough to illumine the whole range of his imagination.

For instance he says:

e Sl e e p S
I R R

Sur Khambhat (a::ls:.sl) is replete_with\Islamic mysticism.
It reflects states (Jlgal) experjenced by-"sufis of high rank.

These states refer to expansion (h.m:) and contraction (u"‘j)’
the latter state being cénducive to stimulating love and long-
ing through increased submission- and self examination. Both
the states are often-alternate i.e one following the other.

The Salient features of this Rag (_.-.) are Intense love

and a very firm concept of Monotheism. The poet rules out
the possibility of multiplicity of essenes preventing him from

the pursuit of the Essence of essences (a2 <I13). His faculty
of perception becomes so sharp and subtle that he transcends
ell such forms of sensibility as Time and Space (\_l-5=-- £ f.SL-j)
85 well as the categories of Reasoning, He is helped by
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