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SPEECH OF PRESIDENT HIGH COURT 

BAR ASSOCIATION LARKANA 

On the Occasion of Opening Ceremony of Building of Bench of Sindh 
High Court LARKANA. 

• Excellency General Pervez Musharraf President of Pakistan 
• Excellency Mr. Mohammad Mian Soomro Governor of 

Sindh 
• Mr. Justice Syed Saeed Ashhad Honourable Chief Justice 

High Court of Sindh 
• Mr. Justice Shakurullah Jan Honourable Chief Justice of 

N.W.F.P 
• Mr. Justice Raja Fayaz Ahmed Honourable Chief Justice of 

Baluchistan 
• Honourable Members of Bench and Bar Distinguished 

Guests 
On this auspicious occasion of opening ceremony of Circuit 

Court Building of High Court of Sindh at Larkana, it is my 
privilege to welcome you, on my own behalf and on behalf of the 
High Court Bar Association Larkana. 

Mr. President Sir! 
We are beholden to you for sparing time from your busy 

schedule to perform the opening ceremony. 
For a fairly long time there was a growing demand from 

public at large and legal fraternity for provision of Bench of High 
Court of Sindh for Larkana Division, at Larkana. 

Realizing the need of speedy and inexpensive justice at the 
doorsteps of the people, the Pakistan Peoples Party's Government 
decided to have a Circuit Court of High Court of Sindh at 
Larkana. 

To begin with the Circuit Court started fuoctioning from 15th 

December 1994 in a wing of Sessions Court Building Larkana 
The arrangement was on the face of it inadequate and 

unsatisfactory but the need justified the beginning, like the other 
two benches of High Court of Sindh at Sukkur and Hyderabad 
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which were also started, in borrowed spaces. In case of Sukkur 
Bench it started in District Council Building Sukkur and in case of 
Hyderabad Bench it commenced the function in Sessions Court 
Building. After some time Sukkur and Hyderabad Benches got 
their own buildings. 

In the year 1995 Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto as Prime Minister 
of Pakistan sanctioned building for Circuit Court Larkana. Rs: 50 
million were provided for construction and she· laid the: 
foundation stone. The contract for construction of the building 
was also awarded. Due to change in the Government the work 
was stopped. 

Unremitting efforts spread over years, were taken by the 
Larkana Bar to retrieve the project from doldrums. 

The efforts succeeded througn the good offices of each of the 
chief Justices of High Court of Sindh Honourable Mr. Justice 
Naziin Hussain Siddiqui and Honourable Mr. Justice Syed Deedar 
Hussain.Shah one after the other. The contract of the work was 
revived and Mr. Justice Abdul Hamid Dogar, the than Judge of 
Sindh High Court under instructions of the Chief Justice started 
overseeing the work . Yet the progress was slow. 

. 

Ultimately after lapse of years, the project was taken care of 
in the right earnest from the last two years. 

The Honourable Chief Justice Mr. Justice Syed �eed Ashhad 
and his colleagues took personal interest by providing guidance, 
removing bottle-necks, and solving the technical problems related 
to the building. 

This building Sir, is the replica of the High Court of Sindh 
building at Karachi. The facade. of structure has attracted every 
dignitary and. it is highly admired by every one who paid visit 
here-. 

While the construction was in progress Honourable 
Governor of Sindh Mr. Mohammad Mian Soomro very kindly 
visited the site more then once, expressed his satisfaction and 

, �tended his support. 
The than Federal Law Minister Barrister Shahida Jameel paid 

¥isi_t to the project. She appreciated the efforts, and assured 
substantial help. 

Due to inordinate delay in executing the scheme the cost of 
construction escalated as such more funds were required. We are 
th�l ·to ttie present Government for providing additional 
'financial support Without which, this project would hardly have 
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been completed. 
Sir, some indispensable necessities like a shade/hall for 

litigant public , a canteen ,. a small dispensary and f�mishing bf 
Bar room are not presently provided because of non availability of 
funds. 

I request that, the President be graciously pleased to provide 
adequate grant for this purpose. 

I will be failing in my duty, if I do not thank Honourable 
Governor Mr. Mohammad Mian Soomro for donating Books 
worth Rupees Five Lacs for High Court Bar Library not to 
mention his precious help from time to time. 

I also feel it my bounden duty to express our deep sense of 
gratitude for the keen interest taken by Honourable Chief Justice 
High Court of Sindh Mr. Justice Syed Saeed Ashhad and . his 
predecessor Chief Justices. 

Last but not the least is our admiration due, to Mr. Justice 
Zahid Kurban Alvi for his fervent and enthusiastic dedication to 
steer the project to fruition. 

Before closing I once again thank you all, for attending 
today's function br�ving the scorching Heat. 

Larkana. 
Dated: 27-04-2002. 

Abdul Razak Soomro 
President 

High Court Bar Association 
l.arkana 
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ADDRESS ON THE OCCASION OF OPENING 

CEREMONY OF LIBRARY IN HIGH COURT 

BUILDING 

• His Excellency Muhammad Mian Soomro, Governor 
Sindh. 

• The Honourable Chief Justice of Sindh, Saiyed Saeed 
Ashhad. 

• Mr. Justice Zahid Kurban Alavi. 
• Mr. Justice Syed Zawar Hussain Jafari. Members Of The 

Bench &Bar. 
• Distinguish Guests. 

ASSALAM-U-ALAIKUM 

It is a matter of great privilege and immense pleasure to 
welcome you all on the occasion of inauguration of High Court 
Bar Library and Delivery of law books by his Excellency the 
Governor to the Bar Association. 

Excellency the Governor Sir, You will recall, that when this 
building was not yet completed and there were certain problems 
relating to the construction we had approached you and at that 
time I had personally requested your good self that in order for us 
to effectively assist the judges in coming to fair and just decision a 
good library and its availability to the members of the Bar was 
very important. 

Appreciating our View Point you immediately issued 
instructions that a handsome amount of half a million rupees 
should be made available so that updated books may be 
purchased for the benefit of the Bar. 

We had also approached our Honourable Chief Justice with 
many demands so that this building could be completed. One of 
them was to provide us with furniture for the library. His 
spontaneous approval of our request is an example of the interest 
he takes in the development of courts within his jurisdiction. With 
all this Sir, in this terribly hot summer the Library Room without 
air-conditioner will hardly be a useable place. 

I therefore in all earnestness request your Excellency to 
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provide us with four window type air-conditioner, In addition a 
computer with all accessories and a Fax machine to complete the 
requirement of the Library. 

Sir, on the occasion of inauguration ceremony of this 
building the President of Pakistan had very magnanimously 
agreed to provide us funds for several of our projects that are 
directly and indirectly connected with this building. Some of the 
items included a Hall for litigant public/Consultation Room, 
Canteen/ Cafeteria, Car shed, A small Dispensary and Furniture 
for the Bar Room etcetera. In this respect, as desired by you, we 
had sent 'a list and the estimated cost. We look forward to 
receiving the grants at the earliest. 

Excellency, there is a plot adjacent to the High Court 
building which we are informed is with the Revenue Deparhnent. 
There are few small buildings, which have remained unused for 
several years. The entire place lies abundant. Many of the staff 
members, who work in the High Court are from out of Larkana. 
Quite a number of them shuttle from their place of residence to 
their place of work. Time, energy and expense are drained. It 
would be appropriate if this piece of land is given to the Sindh 
High Court under the jurisdiction of our Chief Justice so that 
residential facilities for the staff could be created. Many of 
youngsters who are up and coming lawyers can not afford an 
office of their own. This land can also used be in to build small but 
viable offices for them. I sincerely hope Sir, that you will do 
something about it positively. 

Excellency, before I conclude I would once again express 
deep gratitude on my own behalf and on behalf of the Bar for the 
keen interest that you Sir, take in our activities. Our immense 
thanks also go to the Honourable Chief Justice who equally 
deserves our appreciation for his substantial support. To both· of 
you gentlemen and to other guests I say thank you for being with 
us inspite of the whether out side, however, the English language 
always uses the term warm welcome. 

We have accorded you a warm welcome. 

13th June 2002 

Abdul Razak Soomro 
President 

High Court Bar Association 
Larkana 
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From, 

To, 

Abdul Razak Soomro, 
President, 
High Court Bar Association, Larkana. 

Mr. Shoukat Ali Memon, Registrar, 
High Court of Sindh, Karachi. 

Reference: Your letter No.GA/Misc. dated: 1st June 2005. 

SUBJECT: REVISION_ AND UPDATING OF SINDH 
CRIMINAL CIRCULARS. 

I do hereby submit that the letter is too sketchy, operative 
part -reads, "Honourable Mr. Justice Rahmat Hussain Jafri has 
been assigned the task to revise/update the Sindh Courts 
Criminal .Circulars. The Honourable judge has desired that the 
suggestions in this regard, if any, may be kindly be sent to this 
office on or about 15th June 2005. 11 

However I venture to submit, as under:-
There is no comprehensive single compilation of Criminal 

Circulars issued by the Honourable High Court of Sindh from 
time to time, available to refer for the purpose of offering 
suggestions. 

I am not clear in my mind whether the special task assigned 
to the Honourable judge covers the revision and updating of 
Rules of Honourable High Court which were compiled for the 
first time on 4th November 1944 through the Registrar Chief 
Court of Sindh. 

Then on 1st February 1974 Mr. Amirddin Qureshi recompiled 
them and the same were published by M.S Publications. 

Without going through all the existing Circulars I am not in 
the position to offer specific opinion. Any way I have benefit of a 
few Circulars detailed below. I give my view on each. 

1. Circular No. 184/M.1.T/Misc./Conflicting jud�ents/ 92, 
dated: February 18, 1992. 

The above noted Directive is just and objective. 
2. Circular No. Gaz, dated: 27.12.2001.Assignment of Executive 

Magistrates powers on Judicial Magistrates. 
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The circular is instructive and positive. 
3. Circular No. GAZ/XII.Z.14 (iii), dated: 18.04.1998. 
Nothing an be. said against above Circular. 
4. Circular No.8891 R.H.C/VI.Z-23(55) JM, Karachi, dated: 

13.12.2001 . 
Instruction in above noted communication to all the District 

& Sessions Judges is a realistic' guideline. 
5. Circular No. 36.35 (MIT/Ref/32/2001, Karachi, dated:1 

1.12.2001 . 
Para vi-- Not giving remand in police custody or allowing remand 

'for short time. This is a ticklish issue. Judicial Magistrate has to be 
guided by section 167 Cr. P.C. Any circular inconsistent with the 
provision of Section 167. Cr. P.C is not justified . .  Special cases in which 
recovery of property of dacoihJ, robbery, theft or extortion or weapon of 
offence related to some heinous offence like murder is to be effected, the 
police remand for reasonable time is justified. My view is 'based on tire 
experience of watching the behaviour of police officer who insist on 
getting the remand in police custody for longer tinie for ulterior motives. 

6. Circular No. GAZ, dated: 27.12.2001. Assignment of 
Executive Magistrates powers on Judicial Magistrate. 

7. The circular is instructive and positive. 
8. Circular--Karachi, dated: 23.02.2005. 
This is a correct observation and an important directive. 

SUGGESTED CIRCULARS 

Circular instructing the Courts to dispose of urgent matters 
like bail · application , specially matters relating to bail before 
arrest. Without any delay this will be in keeping with rule laid 
down by superior Courts from time to time. 

Orders on all the interlocutory applications and judgments in 
cases reserved should not be unreasonably delayed. 

Office hours and Court hours should be rigidly enforced in 
District & Sessions Courts as well as subordinate judiciary. 
Working hours of Courts be fixed keeping in view the weather 
conditions of different areas of the Province. 

GENERAL SUGGETIONS 

Connotation of circulars of High Court as laid down in Law 
Lexicon is reproduced, as under:-

Circulars of High Court. Unless the High Court circulars are 
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passed under some enactment, tuhich gives it the fora of law, the mere 
fact that a circular is issued under the authority of the High Court is not 
sufficient to give it that fora. 289 Born. L.R. 1082 = 1926 Born. 548 

The principle in issuing Criminal Court Circulars should be, 
that they in no case be inconsistent with the existing codified law. 
They should be arranged .as not to prejudice either of the party in 
the criminal case. At the same time care should be taken to 
preserve the District Judiciary Bench Book Pakistan 2002 is a very 
useful source to consult. 

In the end I respectfully propose that draft document of the 
circulars may be dispatched to various Bar Association and Bar 
Council to solicit their view in the interests of justice. 

Dated: 06-06-2005. 

Abdul Razalc Soomro 
President 

High Court Bar Association 
Larkana 
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ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT 

HIGH COURT BAR ASSOCIATION LARKANA 

On the Occasion of Visit of Chief Justice 
High Court of Sindh. 

• My lord Mr. Justice Sabihuddin Ahmed, Chief Justice High 
Court of Sindh. 

• My lord Mr. Justice Ghulam Rabbani, 
• My lord Mr. Justice Khilji Arif Hussain, 
• Mv lord Mr. Justice Guizar Ahmed, 
• Honourable Mr. Anwar Mansoor Khan, A G  Sindh, 
• Honourable District & Session Judge of Larkana, 
• Honourable District & Session Judge of Shikarpur, 
• Honourable District & Session Judge of Jacobabad, 
• Honourable District & Sessions Judge, Dadu. 
• Honourable Members of Sindh Bar Council, 
• Honourable President District Bar Association, Larkana, 
• Honourable members of Bench & Bar, 
• Distinguished Guests, 
• Ladies & Gentlemen, 

I would prefer to depart from customary and conventional 
welcome address full of verbose expressions bereft of meaningful 
relevance. 

My lord! I have chosen to seize the opportunity to start with 
offering you whole hearted felicitations on assumption of the 
office of Chief Justice of High Court of Sindh. Thereafter I on 
behalf of High Court Bar Association Larkana and on my own 
behalf heartily welcome you on your first visit to Larkana after 
taking over as the Chief Justice of High Court of Sindh. 

We feel elated for the preference your lordship has given to 
Larkana High Court Bench to be the place of your first choice to 
visit outside the principal seat Karachi. We take it an honour for us. 

My lord! your elevation to the office of the Chief Justice has 
come in accordance with the Constitution, in a regular way, No 
one is bypassed, to no one, any injustice has been done. It has also 
not come to you as a favour or bounty. Undoubtedly there is 
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harmony of opinion among the legal fraterajty that you richly 
deserved thE:_ elevation to the august position. 

During your College· career you were known as one of the 
best debaters. You won la.urels at Intercollegiate debates. After 
doing M.A you joined Sindh Muslim Law College obtained LL.B 
from University of Karachi in the year 1972. Same year you 
entered legal profession and joined chamber of late Mr. Khalid 
Ishaque an eminent lawyer, undisputed scholar, an intellectual of 
repute, and jurist in his own right from 1972 to 1997 you remained 
in profession for 23 years. 

During that period you attended a high mark position as 
advocate. The rare distinction that you enjoy is that you are 
founder member of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
and staunch believer of safeguarding of human rights. During 
your career as judge of High Court for more than 08 years you 
have, by your judgments, achieved an enviable reputation of 
doing justice without fear or favour. 

My lord! The record of reported judgments authored ·by you 
reflect your luminous perception and legal acumen, if I am not 
mistaken it was for the first. time that you took suo moto action on 
receipt of telegram alleging illegal arrest and detention and held 
that once illegal detention was proved then monetary compensation 
to detenue was efficacious mode of relief. Case of Mazharuddin 
Vs The State reported in 1998 P.Cr.L.J 1035. You have emiched the 
precedent with guidance and direction"for Bench and Bar. Lawyer 
community ' admires and respects your jntegrity, courtesy, 
dignity and learning. 

' We have no doubt in our minds, nay we are dead sure that 
under your leadership, the Sindh judiciary will earn a good name 
by adhering to the pristine glorious traditions. 

Without accusing all or any individual. I am making an 
objective statement. There is hardly any interaction between the 
representatives of bar and the representative of the judiciary. In 
the past, time in, and time out, both sides Bench and Bar used to 
utter often repeated· words that Bench and Bar are two wheels of 
the chariot one is complimentary to the other. Ideal dispensation 
of justice depends on working of both the wheels: 

My lord! Facts are facts now a days, I have no hesitation in 
saying that the two sides are working as strangers if not 
adversaries. There is no denying of the fact that old norms are 
changed, .values of yore are no more in practice. We must realise 
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that we cannot live in past. We as architects of present have to 
carve out a course to meet professional requirements. We will 
welcome counsel and guidance in this respect. · 

I am confident your lordship will not accuse me of taking 
undue advantage of your presence with us if I make-out a case for 
yoµr kind attention and help. 

You will recall 27th April 2002 the day when Opening 
Ceremony of this Sindh High Court building Larkana Bench took 
place. You as Senior Puisne Judge attended the function. I as 
President of High Court Bar· Association Larkana in my welcome 
address to His Excellency President, of Pakistan General Parvaiz 
Musharaf made some demands hereby reproduced:-

1. Construction of hall for litigant public, 
2. Construction of a Canteen, 
3. Construction of small dispensary, 
4. Furnishing of bar room. 
Honourable President during his address, kindly granted 

our demands and publicly announced the acceptance. We 
followed the Presidents approval by writing letters through 
Military Secretary. Copies of the letters were sent to Honourable 
Chief Justice, High Court of Sindh. After waiting for a long time 
communicational letter was received from Ministry of Law asking 
us for providing the estimated cost of the projects through the 
Pakistan Works Department, which was complied with. We have 
addressed number letters to Law department 

A thereafter with no tangible result. The matter remains 
unsolved and unattended by the Federal Law Ministry till today. 
Our demand right from very beginning is that funds be placed at 
the disposal of Chief Justice of High Court of Sindh to carry out 
the execution of the facilities prayed for. I will submit copies of 
previous correspondence for you perusal. I earnestly request your 
lordship to talk to the r�levant authorities in this connection. 

Secondly there is an essential requirement which I venture to 
bring to your kind notice. Within the premises of the High Court 
Bench building there is no shade for vehicles used by advocates 
who come to Court to attend the hearings. Terrible summer heat 
of_ Larkana specially demands such facility. I am sure your 
Lordship have, funds available which could be spent for purpose 
of construction of a shade. Meeting this demand will be an special 
favour from your lordship. 

There are some posts of Additional District & Sessions 
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Judges are lying vacant from considerable long time as the result 
litigant public is suffering and lawyers are inconvenienced. Our 
request is that the vacancies be filled at the earliest to redress the 
grievances. 

Honourable Chief Justice High Court by notification allocated 
territorial jurisdiction. to various Benches. Under the arrangement 
Talukas-Mehar and I<hairpur Nathan Shah of Dadu District came 
within the jurisdiction of Larkana Bench. 

The appellate and revisional jurisdiction in matters pertaining 
to these two Talukas decided by District & Sessions Judge, Dadu 
as well as Additional District & Sessions Judges vests in Larkana 
Bench irrespective of. the place where the Courts sit. The 
Antiterrorism Court of Larkana sits at Sukkur yet the appeal and 
revision against the orders are filed in Larkana Bench. Seat of 
Court does not take away jurisdiction conferred by High Court on 
a particular Bench. 

Antiterrorism of Dadu sits at Hyderabad. In case of matters 
relating to Taluka Mehar and I<hairpur Nathan Shah are challenged 
in that Court. According to the distribution of jurisdiction bail 
matters, appeals and revisions arising. out of the orders of 
Antiterrorism Court in respect of cases of two Talukas are to be 
filed in Larkana Bench. 

Registry of Hyderabad Bench is entertaining such matters 
which are legitimately and legally to be filed in Larkana Bench. 

Your lordship be graciously pleased to order such matters if 
already entertained at Hyderabad to be transferred to Larkana 
Bench and in future Hyderabad registry be ordered to follow the 
notification of Honourable High Court in letter and spirit. 

Before. I conclude I on behalf of High Court Bar Association 
express my deepest gratitude to their Lordships the companion 
Judges, Honourable Advocate General Sindh, Honourable District 
& Sessions Judges, Members of Sindh Bar Council, President 
District Bar Association, Honourable Members of Bench and Bar, 
the distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen for having graced 
the occasion by their presence. 

May Allah bless us. 

Dated: 18.05.2005. 

Abdul Razak Soomro 
President 

High Court Bar Association 
Larkana 
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ADDRESS ON THE OCCASION OF VISIT OF 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF PAKISTAN 

• My lord Justice lftikhar Mohammad Choudhry, Chief 
Justice of Pakistan. 

• Honourable Justice Mr. Sabihddin Ahmed, Chief Justice 
High Courth of Sindh / Acting Governor of Sindh 

• Honourable Justice Mr. Ghulam Rabani, Acting Chief 
Justice High Court of Sindh 

• Honourable Justice Rana Bhagwandas, Senior Judge 
Supreme Court of Pakistan 

• Honourable Mr. Justice Abdul Hameed Dogar, Judge of 
Supreme Court of Pakistan 

• Mr. Justice Saiyed Saeed Ashhad, Judge of Supreme Court 
of Pakistan 

• Mr. Justice Hamid Ali Mirza, Judge of Supreme Court of 
Pakistan 

• Mr. Justice Sarmad Jalal, Judge of Supreme Court of 
Pakistan 

• Mr. Justice Rahmat Hussain Jafferi, Judge High Court of 
Sindh 

• Mr. Justice Munir Ahmad Khan, Judge High Court of Sindh 
• Mrs. Justice Qaiser Iqbal, Judge High Court of Sindh 
• Mr. Justice Sajjad Ali Shah, Judge High Court of Sindh 
• Mr. Anwar Mansoor Khan, Hon. Advocate General Sindh 

My Lords! 

It is a matter of great privilege for me to greet your lordships 
at this auspicious occasion, on behalf of Sindh High Court Bar 
Association Larkana and on my own behalf. 

It is a singular honour for our Bar at a far flung area of 
country to receive galaxy of stalwarts of superior judiciary. Your 
lordships have indeed done us a rare honour by your presence. 

It will • hardly be possible for me to express in words my 
gratitude to my lord Honourable Chief Justice of Pakistan for 
having accepted our invitation to visit Larkana and be with us at 
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this modest function I simultaneous admire the grace of 
Honourable Chief Justice of High Court of Sindh for his 
participation. Not the least are our thanks due to Honourable 
Puisne Judges of Supreme Court and High Court and Honourable 
companion Judges who have obliged us by their kind presence. 
We cannot forget the kindness of Advocate General Sindh and 
other dignitaries who have taken the trouble of being with us. 

My Lords!, Ladies & Gentlemen! 
I grab this opportunity to extend to his lordship Honourable 

Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Choudhry our heartiest 
felicitations on assumption of office of the Chief Justice of 
Pakistan, a position which he eminently deserves. We have no 
doubt in our minds that under his able leadership the judiciary of 
our country will attain high standard in dispensation of justice 
and win acclamation on national as well as on international 
horizon. 

Dear Colleagues ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Justice Iftikhar 
Muhammad Choudhry was born in Quetta in December 1948. He 
got his school educati�n there. He graduated from Government 
College Quetta and passed LL.B from Law College Hyderabad. 
After enrolment as advocate at Quetta he practiced with 
distinction, in all fields of law. Civil, Criminal, Constitutional, Tax, 
Revenue. During years of legal practice he was very popular 
among colleagues and enjoyed trust and confidence of legal 
fraternity of Balouchistan, which is evidenffrom the fact that he 
was elected to many positions one after the other. He got elected 
as Vice Chairman Balouchistan Bar Council. President Balouchistan 
Bar Association and enjoyed the position of President Balouchistan 
High Court Bar Association. After putting-in legal practice fui- 15 
years he was appointed as Advocate General of Balouchistan in 
the year 1989 and after one year was elevated as Judge of 
Balouchistan High Court and ultimately in 1999 he became Chief 
Justice. Soon after taking over as Chief Justice of Balouchistan 
High Court he was elevated as Judge of Suprems Court of 
Pakistan. On 4th February 2000 after retirement of his immediate 
predecessor Mr. Justice Nazim Hussain Siddiqui, being the senior 
most judge of Supreme Court he was appointed Chief Justice. He 
took oath of office of Chief Justice of Pakistan on 30th June, 2005. 
Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Choudhry achieved the top slot in the 
Judicial hierarchy of Pakistan· on account of assiduity, diligence 
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and rare merit. Ladies and gentlemen to say the least our chief 
guest is a versatile genius and deserves to occupy the loftiest 
position. 

My Lords! 
Whenever there is gathering like this, there has to be talk on 

Rule of law. Pakistan society is wishing for the day when they will 
see the realisation of cherished objective, the rule of law in our 
country. All hopes are pinned on the superior judiciary of 
Pakistan to achieve this end. 

It is a matter of fact, which can hardly be denied that our 
political and judicial history has not been enviable in the past. 

Sir! When I say this I do not lay the blame only at the 
threshold of the judiciary. All important sectors of society 
specially our rulers cannot escape the blame. It is pointless to 
reiterate how the constitution has been trampled upon defiled and 
defaced by country's defenders who too are under oath to uphold 
it. All must share the blame but the ultimate burden is on the 
judiciary to uphold and defend the majesty of the 1973 
constitution. 

To my mind plight of the past should not be the reason only 
to lament the loss, rather it should be the reason for rising above 
the rut and rewriting the course and achieve cherished goal of 
lofty and· glorious height destined for Pakistan judiciary. 

Let us start in right earnestness to achieve hither to 
unachieved keeping in view, what, Winston Churchill said, "If the 
present tries to sit in judgment on the past, it will lose the future," 

My lords! 
An important fact, which is often subject matter of 

discussion, is the · early disposal of the cases and providing 
substantial justice to the aggrieved party. It is a non-controversial 
phenomenon, which is reiterated not only by judges, jurists and 
practicing advocates but is demanded by the ordinary citizen of 
the state. 

There is no dearth of leveling accusation some genuine and 
some mendacious for delay in disposal of cases in our Courts. But 
the remedy being suggested like doing away with procedural 
process is nothing short of an assault on justice. It perhaps needs 
emphasizing that deterioration in quality of adjudication cannot 
be made up by speeding up of the dispnsal of cases. 
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The maxim, "Criticism is easy, achievement is difficult" is 
evenly applicable to above position. In this regard idea of 
"Alternate Dispute Resolution" may prove very useful, which if 

tried seriously may provide substantial support with regard to 
early disposal of cases. 

My Lords! 
Suo moto action by apex court against some of savage, 

callous and inhuman crime taking place in our society is reflection 
of your concern and distress to dispense justice to the helpless and 
the down trodden of society even when not formally sought. 
Taking serious notice of social issues reported in the press about 
an obnoxious and cruel custom of Vani and Swara whereby 
women are given in marriage as form of compensation without 
their consent, your lordships ordered I.G Police Punjab and 
Frontier (where the practices are prevalent) to protect such girls 
forced into marriages. It is a positive development as it gives 
support to law enforcing authorities to nip in the bud an ugly 
practice. 

Judicial activism has strong justification for the purpose of 

providing relief to the victims of State functionaries' ruthless, 

cruel and illegal acts under the cover of legal authority. Proper 
attention in this connection by suo moto cognizance of such acts 
will go a long way in subduing the highhandedness by the 
wielders of power. 

My lords! 
I crave your indulgence to place some of our grievances and 

legitimate demands. 
On 27th April 2002 on the occasion of Opening Ceremony of 

this new building of Circuit Court, Honourable President General 
Pervez Musharaf approved some of our demands for providing 
some facilities. He publicly announced the sanction. Following arc 
those facilities. 

1 .  Construction of hall for litigant public, 
2. Canteen/ Cafeteria 
3. Construction of small dispensary, 
4. Furnishing of bar room. 
After some time the 'President was reminded of his 

announcement not only once but by repeated reminders. After 
delay of year or so law department sent a letter asking us to send 
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cost estimate prepared by Executive Engineer we got one 
prepared by Executive Engineer which was returned with 
direction to get estimate prepared from P.W.D of Central 
Government. It was complied with. 

We got a letter from law department that we had not sent 
them cost estimate of Bar Room. We sent back reply that we did 
not ask for building of Bar Room since it was already provided 
within main building of the Circuit Court in fact we had asked for 
funds to furnish the Bar Room. We also suggested in writing to 
law department that  in case furnishing of Bar Room is not 
acceptable it may be dropped and the rest of schemes be carried 
out. Years have lapsed without response. This is state of affairs 
where orders of the Head of State are flouted in respect of, not an 
individual, but an organization which at receiving end is helpless. 

We appeal our Chief guest the Honourable Chief Justice to 
be gracious enough to assign the responsibility to some important 
Court functionary at Islamabad to pursue the matter and secure 
us implementation of promise of Honourable President. 

My lord! 

Our High Court Bar's financial position is not so good. We 
cannot afford to buy complete series of AIR for our library. If 
possible your lordship may be graciously pleased to get us the 
books . It is not a demand, it is request. 

Before I conclude I on behalf of High Court Bar Association 
once again express my deepest gratitude to their lordships the 
Chief Justices, the Honourable Senior Puisne Judges, Honourable 
Companion Judges, Honourable Advocate General Sindh, 
Honourable District & Sessions Judges, Honourable Members of 
Sindh Bar Council, President District Bar Association, Honourable 
Members of Bench and Bar the distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen for having graced the occasion by their presence. 

May Allah bless us all. 

Larkana. 

Dated: 29-12-2005. 

Abdul Razak Soomro 
President 

High Court Bar Association 
Larkana 
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ADDRESS ON THE OCCASION OF 

VISIT OF FEDERAL LAW MINISTER 

• Dr. Khalid Ranjha Sahib Honourable Minister for Law, 
Justice, Parliamentary Affairs & Human Rights, Government 
of Pakistan. 

• Justice Zahaid Kurban Alvi Sahib, Honourable Members of 
Bench and Bar, Distinguished Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Alsalam-o-Alaikum, 

I heartily welcome our honoured guests Dr. Khalid Ranjha 
Sahib and Mr. Justice Zahid Kurban Alvi Sahib to Larkana Bar on 
behalf of High Court Bar Association and on my own behalf. 

Dr. Sahib we missed you here on the auspicious occasion of 
opening ceremony of Circuit Court building. You were certainly 
expected to participate in the inaugural function. We know that 
due to more pressing and unavoidable developments at Islamabad 
you could not make it. 

For your information Sir! The solemn occasion was gracefully 
organized all due to indefatigable and kind efforts and guidance 
of Mr. Justice Zahid Kurban Alvi everything went well. 

Dr. Khalid Ranjha has a versatile personality. There is vast 
and varied fund of experience at his credit. He has remained an 
eminent lawyer having long years of accomplished practice at the 
Bar. He was elected member of Punjab Bar Council for two or 
three terms elected & Vice Chairman. He accepted assignment as 
an Advocate General of Punjab and did justice to his job. He was 
appointed as Provincial Law Minister Punjab. Presently he is 
discharging his duty as Minister of Law, Justice, Parliamentary 
affairs and Human Rights in Government of Pakistan. 

In every capacity he has acquitted himself brilliantly. 
However I must point-out frankly that there are certain matters 
where the Bar of Pakistan has different and conflicting opinion 
with him, as Law Minister. We believe in the proposition that a 
gentlemen is he who can disagree without being disagreeable. 
Disagreement on vital issues in the society is not outright a vice 
nay it's a virtue. Centuries ago Greek philosopher said, "I disagree 
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with every word that you say but I will give my life to defend 
your right to say so. 1 1  

Sir! Visit of a high dignitary provides an opportunity for Bar 
Associations to come out to talk shop and give vent to difficulties 
experienced. Yours is a special case as compared to any other 
dignitary. In your capacity as Minister of Law & Justice you are 
the Proper Forum for Bar to utilize for redress. 

On 13th April 2002 His Excellency the President of Pakistan 
performed Opening Ceremony of Circuit Court Building of High 
Court of Sindh, Larkana. In my capacity as President of High 
Court Bar Association Larkana during my welcome speech I made 
a request to H.E. the President to provide funds, for indispensable 
essentials not provided in the new building, and place those fund 
at disposal of Chief Justice for the above purpose. H.E the 
President in his address granted all over demands and announced 
with one word "it is done" . 

After some time I sent a letter to H.E the President to remind 
for fulfillment , of Grant announced during the function. After 
sometime we received a letter from Law Ministry informing us 
that the letter received from the Presidency has been sent to 
Ministry of Finance Government of Pakistan for further action. 

It is over 5 months that Presidents order have not received 
approval of ministries. 

Due to official red Tapism the matter is hanging in balance. 
May I request you to kindly take personal interest and get 

the funds released as soon as possible. 
Sir! Lastly the Federal Law Ministry as a routine provides 

financial assistance to Bar Associations oftenly. Unfortunately 
High Court Bar Association Larkana right from 1994. (the year 
when Circuit Court started functioning) and the High Court Bar 
came into being, till this day has remained deprived of such 
generosity. I have already made a written request to your goodself 
in this behalf. I am confident our request will be granted with an 
adequate support. 

Before l conclude I thank Honourable Law Minister Dr. 
Khalid Ranjha Sahib, Mr. Justice Zahid Kurban Alvi Sahib, 
Honourable Members of Bench and Bar, the distinguished guests 
ladies & gentlemen for gracing the occasion. 

God bless us all. 

Abdul Razak Soomro 
President 

High Court Bar Association, Larkana. 
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MOHENJO-DARO 

Speeclz de hue red at one of the sessions chaired by 
Abdul Razak Soomro 

Member Mohenjo-Daro Fund Executive Committee 
Seminar Held on 15/10/2011 

At Avari Hotel Karachi 

Ladies and Gentlemen: I am highly grateful to the Culture 
Department for giving me honor to chair this session. After the 
devolution of powers under the Eighteenth Amendment of the 
Constitution of Pakistan, the World heritage site Mohenjo-Daro 
has come under the care and control of government of Sindh. 
Mohenjo-Daro fund executive committee has been constituted by 
the government of Sindh, and I am one of the members of that 
committee. The present seminar is the first one organized under 
the executive committee. 

During the proceeding of the seminar I have had the privilege 
of hearing the views, ideas and suggestions of the members of the 
technical committee, the national and international experts and 
other honorable participants who have dwelt upon the 
extraordinary importance of this ancient site all that material is 
commendable for safe keeping and conservation of this great 
historical site. I value the suggestions and all the input offered and 
I am sure these suggestions will be materialized as early as possible. 

Undoubtedly, it is a national duty of Sindh government to 
dignify the status of the site to attract people not only from 
Pakistan but from foreign countries as well. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: I come from Larkana where Mohenjo 
-Daro, the monument of an earliest civilizations, is located. As an 
old timer, I must tell you about tlze efforts taken in tlze past to 
popularize and attract the visitors, tourists, historians, and 
researchers. 

When an airport was demanded for Larkana Shaheed 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto who was then Minister in Center Cabinet, 
suggested Mohenjo-Daro to be the site for an airport. His 
argument was that the airport bearing the name of "Muhenjo­
Daro" will be a great publicity for the site, both nationally and 
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internationally. He emphasized that an air facility, from Karachi to 
Mohenjo-Daro , will attract visitors to the ancient archaeological 
site. Thus, the government of Pakistan agreed with his 
suggestions and a small airport building was built and Pakistan 
International Airline (PIA) started its flight operations which 
facilitated the visitors, tourists, historians, students and researchers. 
Apart from the airport, rest house with modern facilities was 
constructed in the site area. 

After 1972, when Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto became the 
president thereafter the prime minister of Pakistan, a great 
importance was given to the site. The airport was uplifted, the rest 
house was renovated, a motel with a beautiful and comfortable 
rooms, big lounge and a restaurant were added. Many visitors 
from various countries came in groups to visit the site, specifically 
from Japan, hundreds of visitors came in groups. Of those visitors, 
some came to stay overnight and some came in the morning 
flights and left in the evening flights, and some researchers came 
and stayed for many days. 

Shaheed Zulfikar Ali attached so much importance to the 
historic site, that in 1973 when Shehnsha-e-Iran visited Larkana as 
the guest of ZAB and stayed at Al-Murtaza house of the prime 
Minister, he was taken to the Mohenjo-Daro where in the lawns 
of the Mohenjo-Daro (the historic site) the two leaders held the 
meeting. In remembrance of that meeting memorial was crafted 
on copper sheet by renowned artist Gulji. The memorial was 
exhibited on small tower at the sate showing both the leader in the 
meeting. A banquette lunch in honor of his majesty, the Shahn­
shah, was arranged by Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, then chief minister 
of Sindh also at the site. 

Another international visitor who came to Larkana stayed 
overnight at Al-Murtaza House was brother of the emperor Hiro 
Hito of Japan, a Buddhist he had come to visit Mohenjo-Daro. 
Japan was interested in saving a historic site which has relics of 
the Buddhist civilization. The guest was greatly impressed on the 
occasion of his visit to the site. A dinner was serve in his honor by 
C.M Sindh at the Mohenjo-Daro . 

Unfortunately, by and large, the site has lost its glamour. The 
structures are in shambles, the Daro itself is not in a fit condition 
lot of efforts are required to save this world heritage. To my 
understanding, money alone is not sufficient to bring the past 
glory to the site. It requires lot of hard and honest work with 
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commitment and devotion. After the Eighteenth Amendment to 
the constitution, it has now fallen to the lot of the government of 
Sindh to wake up to fulfill the obligation for the preservation of 
the symbol of our civilization and meet the needs of the site to 
attract the visitors from within the country and the abroad. 

Certain steps should be carried out in this regard. I suggest, 
day as well as night entertainment to be provided at the site, 
already existing motels should be upgraded, the modem lodging 
and boarding facilities of the international standard should be 
made available to the visitors. For foreigners, hard drink 
requirement be provided with the strict watch not to allow this 
concession disseminate to the local visitors. Full-proof security 
measures be provided. Existing site covering parks should be 
modernized using the expertise of the experts in the field of 
gardening and horticulture. Museum at the site should be 
remodeled to showcase the relics of one of the earliest civilizations. 
The small light vehicles be arranged to facilitate the old and infirm 
visitors to see around while sitting in such facilities on payment. 
Our schools and universities should be instructed to popularize 
the site in their institutions. Students from educational institutions 
be brought to the site to provide them an opportunity to see the 
relics of our great past and the history and enhance their 
knowledge. 

The guides especially trained and curators of the site should 
be appointed to render services to the visitors. Conferences and 
seminars usually arranged at cities may be held instead at Mohenjo 
-Daro to give boost to the sites at national and international levels. 
In the end, I thank all of you ladies and gentlemen for attaining 
and participating in this seminar. 
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